fvi . TThey have been caﬂﬁ
mdended by some !ﬂr bein

The dmmg room onental mgs ‘and brocade’r,; -
drapes; rose: and blue. The powder room: gnld

and green flocked wallpaper, 2 marbl&topped,
sink, an ornate sitver brush and mirror set.-A
bas relief of cherubs is on the stairway -wall
Jeading to the bedrooms: At the top of the land-

o ing is a portrut of her husband. There are both»

. er Mstche}l is ewecwl!y pmud of one mir
ror, It {is large, with varicolored flowers painted
armwd “the border. She got it from the Fon-

"mirror room. They brought them over from

Paris. A ‘whole bunch. It had the old glass. buz

E § m}&n’t stand it and Bad it taken out.”

:amhleau Eotei “There's one room there, the

gt tbe map- of Texas outlined on if with: jewellike - g
‘blobs for major cities, “There’s only oue place- -

-7 wives.

She §Ts down, nursing a coke in aglassthh B}

you can get these giasses—and that’s Nexman—
Harws."

- Mrs. Mxtcheu lights cxgarettes amﬂ mzshes o
them out often as she opens aftw&heﬂr interview . -

after hokdmg atea for some ;I Dement b
Although she left Arkansas years ago, her

‘ drawl is complefe with Southern Belle phrases -

“such as “Well, bless your heart” and “little ole

_me.”" Her smile is chipmunk . bright, with the

i creases meeting the: dtmpies. The szmla alter-

E nates witha fa.thonﬂess stare..
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MARI‘H& From R’I o
" She once said sim d;dn’t

like ‘Washington, put this

'aftemoon M= ’ﬂliﬁhe}l
says, “It’s gotten Lr: be fum:

We've got 3 good fight ge-

ing. We'll stay ami fight a
while.”

It is unclear wlm she §s @70

fizhtimg and why She stares

when asked . lo explain - |

my hushand. Harp'en us all
the time, and fight us™
She is asked :‘what  she

“Why, people ‘who keep* Gﬂl

thinks of the U.S. move into - -

Cambodia, “TU's 100 per cent -
wonderful.”

Alrs. \’htcheu is a h:;ht
-ning rod for the . polanng
tion in thls country.. Tp
many she is " a ‘brazen,

‘

;bombastic woman  whose

omspckeness s, offensive.
Thev cansider her opinions
. extreme, simphsti,c,r intol:
3 erant. : e -

But for - many, - 'm}amf it

¢ cthers—and_ not nniy those’
! with ~ears hearing 2 God
. Bless- Spiro’” bumpet stick-

sps-—-zhe i & heraine

. justifiably atracks a liberal

¢ permissiveness they helieve

haz brought chaos to the
Cland.

Her friends view her.as a

. good, - honest, forthright
 American who! is- saving

. things they have “felt for-

: years. Her enemues view her
¢ as a narrow-minded woman -

. who doesn’t seem to compre-
" hend " the  implications o£
. her rhetoric.
Vice President 'prm
i Agnew, ‘wha has_  bheen
. charzed with fostering di-
¢ visiveness and unrest with
intemperate remarks, is a
¢ kindred seoul, aeccording fo
I Mrs. Mitchell. “He's a doil
: -and an angekl He helps, like
1 me, to keep. a little laughter
s‘ ﬁom” * E R
And of the President's re-
. marks about “bums™ on coi.
¢ lege campuses: “Evervhody
¢ took his wording aut of con-
i text, the*way theye did mine,
© Just because the President
' mentioned the word ‘Buny
: everybady grabbed it ‘and
“i evervhody became a Bum.”
Her - eves. glisfen ~with
pride as she says the Prest
"dent told. her, “Give ‘em

hell, ‘Martha,” as she went
through a White House ve.
eerving line. I have a won.

(

: pmmpfed' By her phnne czl}
i+ to the Arkansas Gazette as 2

{-am. - asking : the ‘paper: to.

Fulright - for votink against
the Supreme Court nomina--
i tion of Judge G. Iiarm!d
(,arcweii. f
"She” stiffens and says, “De
vou se¢ ang reason why if [
Ipay - my bes Uve got -no
4 -right te pick !xp my private "
1 telephone and eall'anyone 1
. want? And ‘crueify’ is just

someane saying, *Oh, T could
¢ kilk you' "
w However t.here is some
¥ rhetoric that she feelsis out
. of 'line. Late in the  inter-
L view, Mrs. Mitehell: savs,
© “Naw let ‘me ask you some:.
. thing. What does the liberal

! press want? Whatre thev
Lotrving ta de?”

‘cover pa-the enflee- tzh%e.

- they'd just shut up, we

mizht get. some!hxng «dane.:

“Write wna? they wanton
mtemal prob}ems but when
it:comes to-war and-eur
boys being killed . . if they
. would just try to make every-

; -one realize we can stick {o-

géther “for a: common pur
pose, On.any “ather concept
I let "o blow.” 7

She savs anyone who is
- against: the  Cambodia - in-

¢ volvement, dnesn’t know the

facts, “F can assure rou. the

- military - moves thu FPresi.
dent has made are not print.
able—and it -disturbs me
that on something as serious
as this Asian thing, people
come oul with . opinions
.when they don't k’x‘m’w‘ the
facts.”

She is-asked:i{ she has a
"eertain- pride that her hus-
“hand I8 sregarded " as ‘the

closest “man 1o the Presi
dent. “He's not and [ happen
fo ' knoew - the . truth. Many
others are as- ¢lose In the
first - place, he's-the Presi-
dent’s lawyver, he has to see
him.”” She.repeats what her
husband has said, *Tle didn't
have “anything to say about
Cambuodia’

A photozrapher asks if he

“eruelfy™ Sen. "1 William.

i an idiomatie’ saying—like =

She throws a: matell ook .

muid mave  hér ehaxr fm‘

ead, This - whnle
plaae is publi¢ property sny-
way. b-had ‘to zet the ruz
cteahed after” those people
dragged all that TV equxp—
“ment in for that CBS show.”
The door. bell rings and i is
agswexed by her secrefary, .
Kay  Woestendiek. -who is -
quietly in the apariment but
-~ pot _sithing in on the inier-
Lviewss Mrs, - Mitchell ~yelis
from - her  chairl. . “Who's
that?! She's told it's the ca. .
terers; col ¢ to remove ‘the
tea party:remains, She ealls
again, “Tell 'em to take that
table ‘0ut of the hall before
the neighbors complain.”
- &s - the - photographer
clicks ‘awa¥, NMrs. Mitchell
savs,.-“Please {ake some
good pietures: of me. Al the -
fime people say, ‘Oh. -Mrs.
Mitchell “you're. not haif as
_aldas they make vou look in

She then attempig ta ciear
up Vhor uems -on- Cnmmu-

and. o F . stift
: There's -a differ-
‘ence in “ommunists—one is-
:Marx and ope is-Lenin and |

A don't. Know Which is which,
; but oneis to averthrow by
by

Fvialence: the “ather
peau»fu! means. o :
L Bat H’.S the remluncmar'

s
- 38 mawzr u! {act, & Iot of
youg . children -are being
" taken i by them. I den't
“think ~the: war in Viefnam
has apything to do with it. If .
there -were..not:.a war in
“Vietnarit "it'd be on another
~subject. They've ot to Imd
something to-vell ahout:
-~ *They come orer here and 1 o

“marel “onTime. They 'go

roarch againstpoflution.”
She -punched out her ¢iza-
‘rettes. angd said she had 2 so-
lution for revolutionaries: -
2 “Ship- ‘em - in Hussia. or
Cuba. Preferably io- Russia.
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i MARTHA, From Kio

" the only thing for a South
ern lady to do.was toteach.g:
That's ghout. the. s:ze of it

When I was. g up all
the girls gof marvied. Tt was
a. place -yhex;e everybody
knew  evervbody: ‘And “we
didn't just sit in Pine Bluff.
We had parties all ever-
Shreveport,.. La
Mississippi,

- Southern womeén werent
active in pelitics she admits.
“They hardly voted, .did
they? I- don't  think they
-even weut to the pells. I
don't’ think anyone thought

sial.”

Workd War H
havoe with her soexal life
she says,

“War really tore-

- home . town. -Ins 3
marrying -hometown - bosgs;

cowe omarried - all ever. 1 3

~wouldn't: have married who
¥ did *the first time {Clyde

Jennings,
oman, now g raveling - sales.

c mant i it hado't been for o

the war, A my boviriends
were scattered .all aver the
world: I came to Washingtor
te work—it was the” only

Jackson? .

“played )

then: a - serviee.

their areas’
slums - and - bad « neighber-
hoods - and -

place. where  there was. any g

i aetivity—and he seemed the .
only: one eligible around at
that time. Those war daxa ,'

zeve semething Natd

and all that. ' You c:mxldntgdj

anywhere,”

. She :seems: reluctant: te.'
talk of Jay, her first sen by gey

that ‘marriage: She says ah-
ruptly, - “He's -at Camp
Hood.™ -

She says it,was ime at'
first® sight “when ,she',mep',,
“foha Mitehell ‘throuvh moe-

rual friends in New York in
the 19307,
separated. . “I'd been sepas
rated a lops time’ T was
very much down o8 men
But John's “glorious person
ality™ changed that.

Mrs. Mitchell says  she’
does not believe in integrat.
ing schools through busing
“It eould be done in other
ways, it seems {o me”- -

What ways?

“f bavent thourht abmte,
it. If T did, F'd come up with~

an_answer—{for me. at least
This whole concept of bus
ng s absolutely ridienious.
Why should a ehild—and I

dan't care what color he fs-

~be  dragged out of his
neighborhood ~ and - trans’
ported. 3 ‘long - m o
school?™ -

But what is the answer if

there are pnfit smhae!e; in

when hoth were

:-Kids.” ;
o tWer nee& 2 eommon mon- )
. ologue with the people run-
nmgd:e schools.”

aot be such a thit
Mrs.!

leaders “who side Wxth the

‘She sary" mhnﬁsanﬁ ha.fs
met: with university leaderg

and “says she doesn’t know
7 ¥hy  campus adminisirators
Side with dissentéys. Asked

sbout Yale's president; King.

man Brewster, “l don'téven -

want te- talk zbout him* -

She adds the kids:are “Hel -
teriug =

ton loud.”
IJm'ing the march on

Watergate to protest the,

Chicdgo 'Seven trial verdict,
Mrs. 3htchell says, Y was

"Getrrid of the )

change - the-
s:sehools:” Buf’ ¢ritics say the
of women beinz controver. %

e Vrpwblem is that money for.
“osuch  domestic “changes is

gmnﬂ mte hetnam. She re- - :
; i “don’t make any decisions.”

o &s for her oulspoken opins

.able to speak up”
“her husband ever §,0i mad at .’
“her, she Says, “Yes, He got -

y .xmchefi Sa¥s ﬂxat
| she feels that one way cam.. k
; pus_diseent can be reduced:”
. 8 for government. officials™
- to'engage “in dislogue with
- administration and .campus

right. hére watching ‘em out
the window. The truih never

“came out what they were
~¥elling —  “Two, four, six:
- eight! Burn down the Wa:er-f
_gate!™ -She ‘pouts - slightly,
“Donw’t 'you - think its a littie

silly. - to  march. on me? I

ions, she says, Do yod know
ke students like i7" S¢
prich of my mail is from

“them and they say they may
nol: agree with #ie but ‘you'
speak voar hdad :
She _says  her husl‘sand' :
would never stop her from”

speaking out = *“not ¥

~wanted to. In the first place,

s done: some good. Other

-mmad: when 3 said he had wsa
wuﬂig chms s

it : - 3
wlter requesting co
1 ﬂ} tions to edncaﬂcna! tel-

Taiking about pomnrﬁ
ures,-she . says,
Mayor Lindsay oughf, {a be-

write © that:: again.”. She

to start Wis.own party.”

publican Sen, Charles Percy

“Wnited
river to tlxe Communists?"

S¥Irs. Mifehell - savs

@y

i!tve fun kidding Charlie. So .

many.: people. don’t. know
whien I'm kidding or not. He

doesi’t. himself. He's real:
eute, Don't you tb;nkrchar :

re*s cute?”
The Mitchell: soaai mh

ufe is packed.. The. nights.

me . a Democrat., Oh wait. -

“smtles, then changes it o, "I :
“think Mayor Lindsay ou,ﬁt E

: , ' 1ons Jw says, :
, Lnow ‘the '=tadents ’}Jke u" So nmch of my mzu[ 15"7 :

her husband can't ‘refax.
“H's tenfeid what a doctor's

life iz like. fe pever goes -
- off ¢all so lo speak. Tf there

Is anyihing doing onin this .

: ’mimr :
et £

‘eountry, our phone rings alt

night long. He leaves the of
fice  around seven and be-

- fore he can get home, the

telephone lighfs up like a2
switchboard ™
On “the few nizhts . they

_-are home, Mrs. Mitchell says
+-she goes to ‘bed af 9. .pam... |
She- sags she reads a lot, but -
s vaude - -about titles.

1éad novels recently.. :
T dike readiny. trash.
t's gne’ sex povel afier an.

e encmu*a:e: -

- Marty to resd magazines.

L One day she wias reading 3~

ceriain magazine which had’
-a-great-deal about sex and:

“the birth” of ‘a child- and

¥

- ‘She. says the:: Department: =
" Frugededed in getting indier
J i mems agmmt du*ee wmpa
fig™" )
“#1 -think -

.-that he was the “type of Ll
eFak who ‘was. selling - the =
Plates” down the .

they eat ‘at home alone to-

gether' are ‘rare. She:says

Matiy, bless her heart, came -

% groups,
. Is'it.true that at'a dinner- .
party - she fold Ilinois Re-

to.me. aad Suid, *This is the:
ast. of my reading nga-

- sines. ’I’hxs isn't. mmed for

Mrs. Aitehell for warded xt
te the Justice Departnrent.

afeg™ e
What abcut sex e.ﬁucatmn
in .the .schooly® “f..don't
know. enough about it, but
veally ihink they siarted too

“early fo tedch i1

for. Women's Lib

S As .
L }usx;"x.ant com-

i
how they have any respeet
for themselves, I know when

I was growing up, come Sun- ..

day, I couldr’t wait to wear
tmy | go-tochureh - clothes,
Today when [ wear some
thing  faney “and. pretty. ;r -~
sl gives me g Tift "

Mrs. Mitehell dpes belicve
however, - that women  have
!wen discriminated. against. -
* & pex:fect'exampie ofa -~

against. 1f § were a man and’ .
say what 1 sav, nobedy in
the ~world. would pay uvne

“jota of attention io me.”
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