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Despite pious protestations

- to the contrary, the leon ad-
- |ministration has been hound-
“|ing <the - -B0-year-old - former|,
] Speaker John Mc(&‘qrmatk
/|who retired from, public’ Jife
" |last Janunry wit.h a preslden-

tial plaque A I e
President Nixon moelainled

his “great admiration and re-

|spect” for  MecCormack, sand

White - House Press Secretary
Ron Ziegler su!emniy denied
that the admuustration was m-

|vestigationg. McCormack's ac-
|tivities, Yet on Sept. 13, two
|U.8. attorneys, Richard Ben—

Veniste -and ‘W, Cullen Mac-
Donald, paid a quiet call .on,
the . uld .man - and, grilled. him
about a hardship discharge he.
had nought fora Navy enllsted
man, . .-

The two mvestlgators fmally

|agreed: not to bait the grieving,

MeCormack ; in-. this ‘hospital

‘|room where he is keeping a

lonely vigil at.the bedside gf
his beloved wifeiHarriet. Dur-
ing more than 50 years of mar-

||riage, he has never spent a

night apart from. her, Now he
has,»qmved into! Washi_ngton's

Uy, o

.|30-month sentence for perjury.

,uvldence Hospitel hereh
sits day. -after day beside Lt.l:t.'
life-long compnnion. : who
sadly, seldom recognizaa h_lni
i M:eCormack balked' & 'Em’:—

swering the gumshoes’ ,quea-
tions at the hospitaLfor fem:if.
'might ‘upset his wife, So.
rangements, for,the, interv!.ew
were made at the quhiugton

Bwe.t& wﬂl be presented to. a
federal ‘grand - -Jury in Miami.
| His. .former aide, Dr.. ‘Martin
‘Sweig, will also. be brought to
Miami from the federal peni-
tentiary. in Lewisburg, | Pa., for
questwnmg Nov. 2. -

‘We - exposed how Swelg,
using McCormack’s name and
sometimes ‘imitating his voice, |
fixed federal cases for a five
percenter named»Nathan Vo-
loshen. Sweig is. now.serving a

We+ emphasized, . hnwever,
that our investigation shoy
no. skulduggery by the f.omer
Speaker. He did governmept
favqrs for his friends and.con-
stituents in  the tradition. of|
South -Boston’s #East Hurrah
politics. But'we could find no
.evidence that he ever-took a
penny for these :Envors On the

contfary, 'he ;carefully segre-
gated his personal and congres-
sional aecounts -serupulously

paying ‘all personal postage,

telephone calls and other bills
out of his own pocket. He rou-
tinely turned down campaign

contributions. since he had a.l-

most no campaign expenses.

INVESTIGATION DENIE.D—--

' iaw office of. nqphew, Ed- 1216
warﬁ McCormEcif:. 3 A | We. reported that the Nixon
The former Speaker's- gne dininisi;mtinn " nevertheless,

was ;:onducting a criminal in-
Vestigaﬁon of McCormack at

the same time that President
Nixon honoréd him at a White
House:! luncheon Our. sbory
bronght an angry. denml from
Fress . Secretary Ziegler, who
called in reporters to tell

them: ...
"I .yery. seldom do this. but 1

want to give you this bit of in-;
formation’ that appeared in a
¢olumn by Jack. Anderson .

I would like to volunteer and
state ‘quite categorically that
any allegations that the Nixon

[administration ' tried 'in. any
-way ‘o seek or to pin ¢riminal

chargés’ ' on - 'Speaker “Mc:
Cormack; ‘as the column sug-
gests; is totally ‘and absolutely

false and without any founda-’
t.i'on whatsoever.”
Zlegler added, for exf:ra em~-

McC oi’mack H ownded Despzte Denmlf 1

phasis, that he had “talked
with the Attorney General”

who confirmed that. the Jus-
tice Department was not. in-
vestigating McCormack. - !
. Yet even as . Ziegler was
issuing” his categorital detxial:
a federal grand jury in New.
York 'City was frying ‘to pin
criminal charges upon the re-
tiring Speaker. Three of Mec-
Cormack’s closest friends; whu
had ‘been invited to the Wluter
House luncheon in his honor,,
were - subpoenaed- before the’
grand ‘jury just a few days.
after listening ‘to the Presh
dent praise McCormack and
present~h1m with : a plaque. . -.;

Records Suhpoenaed
The grand jury also suhpoe-
naecl McCormack‘s finanelal -
remrds from the Boston Cify"
Bank ‘and demanded all the,
Clnherty ﬂrms records relat-
ing . to Iederal eonimcls. The
test.imony completely exoner-
ated: MecCormack’ = and - tl;e,
bank Tecords showed he had-

‘only a mudest savings aceolrn’t.

The old man'’s total net worth; -
an-accumulation of a lifetnue
waa estimated around $100Hﬁ'5
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