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WHILE JOHN MITCH-
ELL was privately inform-
ing President Nixon last Fri-
day that ‘he could not con-
tinue as his campaign man-
ager, the impact of that de-

" cision was brought home by '

a speech distributed by Vice
President - Spiro T. Agnew's
office. . f -t

* In.the bludgeoning style

he has perfected these past
four years, Agnew's speech
eviscerated =~ Sen. George
McGovern as a “fraud” and

a “radical” who is “repug--
nant to the tradition. of a
‘free people.” Mitchell had

determined that Agnew defi-
nitely should not unleash
such overkill but, in his re-
cent personal torment, had
no opportunity to so inform
the Vice President. Now, in
his new, indistinct role as a
part-time adviser to the cam-
paign, Mitchell may never
really impose this restric-
tion on Agnew. 4
That is a principal reason

“why thoughtful Republicans

around .the country are so

dismayed. by - Mitchell's de-

parture _and desperately

" hope he maintains behind-

the-scenes power. If not,
who -can muzzle Agnew in
the campaign against Me-
Govern? Beyond that, who
can curb Mr. Nixon himself?

0 Behind these questions is

- - Rowland Evans 'aﬂd Robert Novak

the gnawing fear among Re-
publicans that their golden
opportunity this year could
be lost by rhetorical ex-
cesses such as Agnew’s anti-
MecGovern tirade. Republi-

mouth left-wing clichesjust
as Barry Goldwater ' de-
stroyed himself with instine-
tive  right-wing rhetoric in
19064. McGovern's almost un-
believable declarations last
week that “begging is better
than bombing” and that Mr.
Nixon’s Indochina bombing

[ policy compares .with Hit- .

ler’s genocide, these strate-
_gists deem, are sufficlently
- self-destructive without em-
bellishment from Agnew or
| anybody else. " T

714 In fact, almost everybod

“in top-level Republican poli-
. ‘ties underst

Agnew. Though it strains

. | the outside world’s credul-

ity, the Vice President is a
free agent. His rhetorical

" onslaughts (including last

' Friday’s against McGovern)

!“are'not cleared by the White ™

" Housé and occasionally con-
. tradiet recommendations of
| presidential  aides. M.
"'Nixon, disliking confronta-
tions, cannot be imagined
laying down the law to his
Vice President even though

~cap strategists now believe -
! MeGovern will reflexively

‘ ds" this—ev- -
erybody, that is, except Ted -

~ Mitchell Will Be Missed

s oA :
he is increasingly disturbed
by Agnew'’s outbhursts.

That was the role for

Mitchell, who has regularly '

performed unpleasant
chores for Mr. Nixon. Con-

“sidered Agnew’s most enthu-

siastic booster in the Nixon
inner circle and an adyocate
of his renomination for Vice
President, Mitchell is con-
sidered the only man capa-
ble' of muzzling him. s

‘SIMILARLY, Mitchell is
the only campaign manager
in Mr. Nixon’s 26 years of
electoral politics capable of
restraining him. "

This view, that Mr. Nixon

‘is an excellent President but

an atrocious campaigner, is

'held throughout the White

House. But the President,

' pbeying his own irresistible

yearning for the campaign
trajl and heeding pleas from
local candidates anxious for

help, may well abandon the
Oval~ Office 'for  balloon- *

filled rallies without dour
John Mitchell there to re-
strain him.

Mitchell’s successor, for-
mer Rep. Clark MacGregor
of Minnesota, has no license

to lecture: e_it.her_ the Presi-

‘with .

dent or Vice Presiaehli:. His
standing in the Nixon appa-

.ratus derives from Sponsor-

ship by Mitchell, who recom-
mended him last year as
chief _:White House lobbyist
and last week as campaign
manager. Bt

.Moreover * MacGregor.
must start from scratch in
~ building relationships with

state party leaders. Q
Nor will MacGregor - in-
herit a going operation at
the - luxuriously furnished
Nixon re-election headquar-

ters catty-corner from the
White House., :

+ Finally, there is Mac-
Gregor’s relationship with
the senior White House
staff, particularly the power-
ful H. R: Haldeman and
John  Ehrlichman. Even
Mitchell had trouble main-
taining an autonomous cam-
paign .free from White
House ~ staff interference.
MacGregor's,  relationship

though” warmer than Mitch-
ell’s, i§ now one of'a subor-
dinate. That worries state
party leaders, who have 'a
low esteem for the Halde-
man-Ehrlichman ' political
wisdom,
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