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- LONDON, July 16—The ad-|.
ministration of cnmmal jus-|-

tice in the United States has
come to a crossroadd, Attorney
General John N. Mftchell said
today, as he ca.lled for sweep-
ing changes inthe procedures
used in handhng trihls and ap-
peals.

‘Speaking heinre a session of
the American ‘Bar Association |
here, Mitchell said that exces-
sive delays in proce§slng erim-
inal cdses have turned the|-
American system lof justice
into a “caricature of justice”
in some  respects. “The
crowded calen&a:s “the break-
down of speedy justice, the loss
of public confidence in the
courts—these . are. the ad-
vanced symptoms «of an ail-
ment that has, permeated our
. justice system,” he said.

“We face “in- the United
States,” ‘he asserte “a situa- |
tion where the diScovery of |
. guilt or innocence jas a func- |

tion of the courts is in danger|
of drowning in a sea of legal- |
isms ” . { [
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Without specifically saying
0, Mitchell made it clear that
he was refering, among other
s, to some decisions of
e Supreme Court in recent

ears which have extended
and elaborated the application
Ef the protections contained in

he Bill of Rights. He called
for the judges to “begin to
recognize that society, too, has
its rights, including the right
to expect that the courts will
do justice, that the innocent
will be cleared, and the guilty
will be corrected.

The judiciary, he said,
should recognize “that per-
haps it has been too preoccu-
pied in the exhilarating adven-
‘ture of making new law and
new public policy from the
bench, and that this function
of the courts has outdistanced
the more sober task of judging
guilt and innocence.” -

Mitehell urged that pre-trial
hearings “designed mainly to
eprive the jury of material
nd relevant evidence” be cur-
ailed, that some of the re-
uirements police now must
eet in their investigative
rocedures be relaxed, and

n number from those now
vailable.

Each of these areas has been
subjected to Supreme,.Court
serutiny in the last decade and
he ‘court’s decisions have
headed in the opposite direc-
ion from that urged by the at-
orney general.

Only a sharp reversal of this
trend, Mitchell indicated, can
restore public confidence in
the Americansystem of justice
by making it possible for the
courts to do their work
quickly and efficiently. Other
suggestions for speeding up
the courts — such as one be-
ing tried in some areas where
criminal charges are dismissed
if trials are  not begun
promptly — were brushed
aside by the attorney general
as “no solution at all.”

In one aspect of his attack
on the courts, Mitchell re-
ceived support from the lord
chief justice of England.
Speaking immediately after
the attorney general, Lord
Widgery said he found the Su-
preme Court's decisions in re-
cent years involving the use of
confessions in criminal trials
to be totally “unaceceptable.”

Lord Widgery said the
courts in both the United
States'and Great Britain have

leaned too far in the direction

of protecting suspects from
the dangers of police interro-
gation. While arguing that eiti-
zens must be protected from
being compelled to confess
crimes, Lord Widgery said re-
strictions such as those im-
posed by the Supreme Court’s
Miranda decision unnecessar-
ily’ hamper legitimate police
investigative work.” The Mir-
anda decision permits a sus-
pect to have his lawyer pres-
ent if he wishes while he is be-
ing questioned and directs’
that a suspect be made fully
aware of his right not to incri-
minate himself before -any
questioning begins.
Edward L. Wright, preszdent
f the ABA, immediately en-
orsed Lord Widgery's criti-
sm of the Miranda decision
mid a wave of applause from

e lawyers attending the con-
ention.

In another speech compar-
ing some aspects of British
and American law, Chief Jus-
tice Warren E. Burger urged
that substantial changes be
made in the way in which
American lawyers are trained
for courtroom work and disci-
plined for misconduct. Ameri-
can law schools, he said, per-
form well in training students
to think and write but have
fallen short in training them
“how to behave properly, in
the professional sense of that
term.” He had criticism for
both prosecutors and defense
counsel and urged the ABA to
take steps aimed at improving
the training of young lawyers
and strengthening the mecha-
nisms available for punishing
those who engage in miscon-

du{:t.




