it 4ot

_5/14/72 Mary Mcbrory's 3/16.72 story on Mitchell's "open door" policy is great, but her
tongue is too far back in her cheek, I can coRTIFa that his door, or at least that of his
assistant through which his can be see, was open when I vwas there, But the bafiling part
is finding the open door of value when the office(s) is(are) empty. Well, there was
that single magazine, carefully opencd to iitchell's first "victory" and barely able to
remain on that end table which held too large a lanpt for ite I-doubt he is anti=intele-
lectual, I think he is not selective, P is just anti-especially peopleessilaybe he found
dissident people welcome , il they ever could find him in, but he was not hapyy with letters,
even when there was the legel obligation to amswerpromptly. Ur apieals, which he delayed
long enough for the courts to get involved, The once and future part is the guto of it.
What (he) hes been is thet which (he) shall be, H
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Mitehell in Office

The Door to a Blind Alley

Bv ‘ilarv McGrory

Washington ;
When John Mitchell
-was attorney general, he
.thad a “ro-knock” policy
_.din his office. His door was
Acalwavs cpon to the trou-

¢ “bled utjzgrl

“Anybody had the right to
/8o into any de uartment an
Aalk to anylbody,” Mitehe!l
fold  the _be..mle judiciary
: commit-
lee, “as long
as there was
~no contlict of

interest.”
Mitechell,
President
Nmm s .most prized coun-
selur, had the reputation of
being as upproachable as a
imedieval eardinal; a type he
somewhat mmﬁb With
dhis wintey face ‘and chitling
himor, e was regarded, es-
cially /by the protesting
ung; ﬁ the last man you
;. uid gef to see out of court.
Net Q;n But there were
iconditions, <and they were
mposetl. The petlﬁoner was
;forbidthn ‘to. “mention his
specifie’ reasons, although
g}w ailgroey general was at
. iall imes perfeetly willing to
iidiscuss - the. philosophical
pol;t‘;clem of ﬂie. A

the .
wardld havs B

uréat pladiaﬂnns u*&ma-_

fure. | with - Howapd -

Hughes slrdcﬂyugnd

o o SEVENT

8 »n!urly, the seven Har-
raburg defenders, if granted
af sidience, would have to
pigmise to review the: Gun-
pofvder Plot and agree in
-advance to wash out their
mouths if they mentioned
Heénry A. Kissinger.

Angela Davis could have
ited @ seniinar on the Nixen
doctrine on Mag, if she kept
hersell oul of it.

in any case, the hospitali-
t» of the former attorney
waneral has been learned too
Iol¢e. And the only people
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FCRMER ATTC"NEY GENERAL JOHN MITCHELL
Duing test:mony in Washington yesterday

wh seem to have known
abouf it when it counted
were executives of Interna-

tional Telephone & Tele-
~graph Corp.

Harold Gepeen, the spresi-

“dent*of the company, had i’

troutie getting an appoint-
ment at the time his compa-
ny was engaged in litigation
with the Justice Department
over three mergers. Geneen
2ol 35 minutes of Mitchell's
time. during which the kind-
ly attorney general sought to
enlighten the unhappy ty-
coon about ‘the big picture
on conglomerates.

MRECTOR
I'elix Rohatyn, the direc-
bor ot ITT, was inand out of
Mitchell's office five times,
¢ came to talk about the

staek exchange. On one day, |
he ducked out of |-

A ek

the Mitchell nieeting to hur- |

ry to the quarters of the !

equally cordial deputy attor- {
ney general Richard Klein- |

dienst. where a seance was

in progress on the “ripple |

effects”” of the justice de-
partment “suit against ITT.,

Although the administra- ..

tion has been accused of
being anti - intellectual,
Mitehell. in his adroit testi-
mony, - shattered that ca-
nard. The men around Lhe
president are eternatly gath-
ering al round tables, theo-.
Laing, speculating, alwavs
0 Lhe '
gun, the White House aide
who provided the tinancial
analyst who wrote ithe final

abstracl. 'eler Flanj- |
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Lhe
out-of-court settlement of
the TTT ecase, wus oflen
present among the heologi-
ans.

If the attorney general
scrupulously avoided Lalking
about forbidden topics, ho
also tried to close his eqr to

political chatter while he
was serving as the nation’s
first law enforcement olfi-

“ger.
REINECKE

Lieutenant Governor Id

. Reinecke of California came

‘bounding in to see the attor-

: ney general either in April

or May or September — ac-
counts differ — to report the
good news about San Diego.
Mitchell cast a cold eye on
him.

He might have heen bal-

:bling -about- a small town in
 Spain instead of the site of

the GOP convention.

Mitchell had thought Re-
inecke had come to discuss

“economic growth in Cali- !

fornia"
ten taken up by provincial
visitors with the Comimerce
department — and when Re-
inecke switched to politics,
Mitchell simply -furned him
out.

“He may have taliked
about the convention for all
I know,” said Richard Nix-
on’s once. and future cam-
paign manager. “To this
day I don't know what the
arrangements were, [ o
having any interestinit.”

Such detarhment in a po-
litical handler rather tased
the credibiliiy of the Deino
cratic senators on the cumn-
_mittee. They are no neurer
than when they started out
to proving that the meetings
and the setllement and ihe
ITT donation to the conven-
tion are related and at the
moment they seem too un-
nerved by the forrmer attor-
ney general's self-portrit as
a hail fellow well et to
know where to be"m

— a matter mostot- |



