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November 18, 2265

Deer Mr. Miller,

It wes kind of you to interrupt your own busy llfe to sncwer my
letter snd to give a litile thought to }hat I fuce.

I suppose that in pert what I had in mind was the hope thot among
' those few members of the intellectusl comu@nity in our country shexexmighk
pmzwoma who bave had the coursge to spesk out sgeinat the evil they eee
there might be some not alreedy too busy snd yet willing %o interest them=
sleves in the situstion of my book for two mejor ressonst 1t documsnts
the dishonesty of the government when i1t wents to misinform the poeple, esnd
it reises a different sspect of freedom of the press.

Publie opinion is formed by infometion. When thet information coming
from the govermment is false, as, for exsmple, most of what i being said
todey about foreign policy; the basis of a democratic socliety is corrupied.
Government propagends hecomes s wehicle for perpetusting wrong policies. Few
among the citizems havex the time or oepacity to suslyze for themselves whet
they are told, snd even Tewer among the prees heve the disposition to do so.
In time the government end the psople = today the world = become the crestures
of this monstaer.

With foreign volicy, with allegedly factual reports of events snd
battles, the longz continuity of this poliecy end these events together with
their complexity snd our personsl detechment from ithem wmeke it difficult
1f ret impossible for the truth to emerge.

But with the investigotion of the sssassinction of » President, with
the printed words comprebensible end at hond, it is ocuite poszible to show,
ez I A1d, thet the povernment wos willing to lie, that it did lie, end there
was no sccident in it. One of the mejor publishers who reed, preised snd rejected
my book told me that if 1% had been less indisputeble they would have been
more willing to print i%. In short, I =m suggestinz thet my book accomplishes
in pert whet you snd others ere seeking to do with your protests (with whieh
I om in entire eccord end more, plen peversl books on which 1 heve done ®
considersble pert of the research),

And what bYecomes of freesdom of the pre=s if publishers do what the
Constitution preventa the government from doing? Who is spreading the mis-
information that makes wrong policies acceptrble to et lesst @ very large
part of the elactorste? The government cen initiate it, but the press gpreads
1t, persusdes with 1t snd, in effect, hes become eu egent of the government
in so doing.
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pn'bhré‘f 'wp‘leh ‘they Faté 1t high} end at1I1'will not print 4% Not.one of the

' thrae dozon has given sn edltoris) reeson,

Tor exemple, Braziller, who you suggested, Because I respect this
houss I esk you %o keep thie in confidegee. I phnoed snd spoke to Edwin
Sesver, 1 told him the history ol the book. I s2id I would like to submit it
if 1t would not be confronted by the seme policy decision rether then en
editorisl decision, The book was reed and spproved by the editors in Mr.
Braziller's sbsence. It was et this houss in competition with ons by Leo
Sauvege., After lMr., Braziller's return both books were rejected. lir. Seaver
wrote me, " I presonslly thiok you have quite a book here, snd I have a hunch
that somebody eise will be publishing it snd thet 1t will muke quite e stir.”
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The George that three dozen publishers think shouid tackle this tabwo
subject hes not showed up. I am continuing to look for him and re ,rgi%ns o
whet it costs will continue %o. To glve you on idee oj the coet, % s oD
I have about 7,000 hours in this boock. On just trips to New York, in the past
nine months I heve driven the equivalent of mora.then uslf way arcund kbe
world st the aquator,

I have tsken the time to write you, even if ir voo wuch hastbe after
ny return from the most recent trip ( where I sgain found editora interested
end left coples with them), becsuse I!beileve you might be interssied in the
facts. I espologize for ths sdditlonsl imposition cn your time.

While I doubt very much 1f the book will be printed on your rieurn,

should you be inierested in resding it, 1'11 be hoppy to pruvide s ecpy. 1f
gou heve sny other suggestion, I'd certainly welcome them. |

Sincerely yours,

Harold Vieisberg
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