Us. Stili‘ Sees. Hope 5
2 For an"Agreement '

Averting Arms Race ' | -
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" is By Murrey Marder."-
+ - Washinikton Post Statf ‘Writer
. The .United State

‘phasized_yesterday -that. there |cd

",js"stil.l .hope for Soviet-Amer-|;
ican’ agreement, to limit' an|’
‘antiballistic missile race. ., !,

A new commient on the pos.|’

‘The military. chiefs, in ‘po:

sibility for an accord was is-|sition -paper; :not ' yet ;‘;madg‘
sued, in part, to counter re- gg\;ic_'kand perhaps destined
ports from Moscow that tended D 0¢ . ep seqret‘ ‘ar'gug;tha!

! ¢ ) | Russian *;
to “doom-in adwvance the .Pro-| cover “man
spects for any agreement. . |Moscow. 3

The Johnson Administration|’
is_engaged in what it regards

This <pu‘ts‘ the Chiefs at oddg

with. ‘both -the * White' House

as a critical two-way- struggle ' :-See CHIEFS, Al8, Col. 2 ]

to hold ‘open: the’ chance for{— -

what' President. Johnson last
week called “a watershed” de-
cision in East-West arms com-
petition.g:*;f'u : 1_’ EPPI- TR
In" effect, ‘the~ Admiristra-
tion has'one wary eye on Mos-
&owW, ang the other ui ‘Capitoi
Hill." In " Congress there ‘are
signs of rising pressure on the
Administration ' to ‘insist on
deploying a multi-billion-dollar
missile defense system wheth.
-er the Russians expand’ their
system. .or, riot. —angd- deuble|
'+ See' ABM; Al8, Col, 1
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Insistence. if the Russlans say
no to an accord.' .. . -

Officlally, 'the Administra-
tion, i’ not" committed to de-
ploy fts own ABM system everi
if ussian’a

obert J. McCloskey said
‘ahwhth\at President John-
roposal-for. averting an
race was ‘disQu‘ssed -in
w- Saturday. g

n .a lengthy talk be-
S. Ambassador “Lle-
. Thompson and Pre-
Alexel N. Kosygin, Mec-
‘€logkey told newsmen, - -
w5 is- assumed there will be
er contacts with the So-
Bis on this matter,” said Mc-
loskey. '

;" “These continuing contacts
reflect interest on both sides
An_ exploring ‘the possibilities
of arriving at an understand-
ing on. stratégic missile prob-

lems,”

‘Guarded Position

i According to other sources,
the :Soviet poistion in the Ko-
sygin-Thompson talks was an
exceedingly guarded one that
avoided any commitment, Ad-
ministration analysts say t?

e

‘with, Thompson, took a posi-

_fensive” weapons systems were
- Justified and that “offensive”

- on Capitol Hill for prolonged

I

it 13 an unsurprising posture
for the Russians to take in this
stage of preliminary talks, The
Thompson ‘talk was the first:
Substantive bne”ifi Moscow on
this topic. Previously, the sub-'
ject was discussed here with

‘Soviet Ambassador Anatoly F.

Dobrynin and ' Secretary of
State Dean Rusk and Deputy
Pnder Secretary of State Foy
D Kohler. :

iiAccording to informed
gources, Kosygin, in his talk

tion that was close to his cool
response - giver in London on
Peb, 10. He said then- that “de-

ij(d;:l(»iweapons‘ are the cause
of world ‘tension, -

+ In-view of the sitoric. Rus-
sian gniphasis on defense, and
the fact that the United States)
Bas boasted of its 3 to 1, or 4
tol, strategic missile superior-
ity over. the Souviet Union, ana-
Iysts:here note, it is axiomatic
to find super-caution from the
Russians on this topic, what-
ever their intentions. Even if
these, probig talks. make any
progress,. American sources be-
leve, it may.be months before
that is discernible.

- The political difficulty for
the “Johnson Administration,
meantime, is to acquire time

diplomatic prohing. One sign
of .storm' clouds was the pub-
lication this week of a Repub-
lican National Committee re-
port on missilry. The legend
on the cover summed up the
problem that fades the Ad-
ministration: “IS LBJ RIGHT?
Network; U.S. Refuses to
Keep Pace” - - - -
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Buttreu Argument

Whﬂe ‘the curre: t US
bomber force and its. planned
tactics buttress the Chiefs’ ar-| .
gument’ about. Tallinn, the B-| .
52" and B-58 were designed as|:
hizh altitude bo;nbers So was

the B70,'w cthu .conceled|

f‘

nghtened 7';:

‘80 the ‘éan’ withstand the buf- i
tetlngiﬂowlevelﬂymg) ;
axd-

'(D.-Te ).
nld recently that Russiu has

‘are other key questions as the|
‘Congress. ponders ‘whether it
can ‘safely. forego \putﬂng a
simur,detense.,muml

i

P o usan o s

.S, n . Adminls-
K mﬁi trylnz to ‘nego-
tiate ” some: - kind - “of "ABM;
freeze with Russia as part of
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sycfem would be al”
waste (4 hioney. He'estimates|!
the ‘U.S. “anti-missile system; f
known- as Nike X, would cost

. $40 billfon ulﬁmutely g
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