. such “close proximity to their|

A House subcommititee|;
charged ‘yesterday that “Amer-

ican lives ‘are being lost” be-| ]
cause of “inexcusable™ Penta-|
gon " delays in developing .an| 1

1 ot o
close support gvound trog
in Vietnam.

The chief blame for the s1tu-

~adequate ; warplan

i ation was put on'the Air Force, | /]

with_ the "Army-and top De-

fense Department ofiiclals -

sharing the responsibility, in
a report submitted by a House

Armed Services subcommittee | kifpw

headed by Rep.. Otis G leoe
“(D-N.Y.).

~ The nine-man-: suboommittee, f
which yvisited Vietnam and|3

held .lengthy élosed hearings|

‘here, unanimously condemned |

both the tacties and types of
aircraft used by the Air Force
to support . ground -troops “in|

frontlines” - as to .affect . their
fire ‘and maneuverabili

..Navy. l.’ralsed.,.,‘ A
} In contrast, the. Pike

/sub-

d Marlnet ngrps for their

opment of successful
alrcraft%e&

ppoit of grohnd troops:’

noted that e the
‘its

; st had
efense Sec obert S.

cNamara ordered the devel—

"the Navy Bureau of Weap-
ons—for all services, - -
“Perhaps the most appalling

nd, ¢could not talk to ‘the
-on; thé, ground ' because
5 !’oree radios were not

8‘"«\«’ -

nlunnon. Post st-tt w:mr ml -}

Force, which has ‘the re-|f
sibility. for providing closé|A
ort to ‘the. Army. on. thelt

y ‘platoon’s ‘call  for air
bport had to be: outed back
- headquar-

‘J and a current study
N HS “Project Forecast.”

d Air. Force to learn that
hey-“were unable to commun-

ld ”
It was also noted both on
Capitol Hill and at the Penta-

mmittee praiged *the ™~ N&Vy|praise. B

The report declared that the
subeomlmittee was reluctant

“Tto' be so ‘critical of the Air
Force, in light-of its excellence w

in other types of aircraft, but
suggested. .that -perhaps the
Army should be allowed to de-
velop lts own close support
craft.

“In.. other defense develop-

d |ments on Capdbol Hill:

Retired Air Force- Gen Cur-

LeMay --urged- -that - the
ited States step up its bomb-
“of North Vietnam to wipe
““more ‘expensive ‘targets”
s@h. as power plants, oil stor-
and industrml plants .He|

@ Chainmm L. Mendel va

In subs antiation of what lt

ers (DSC) of the House

N SETRN T T By

.[ready voted. ‘Rivers’ said ‘the’

dat Ft..Gordon; -G
tents - in - zem ‘temperatures,

took so long for the Army.

ate with* each. other in the '

gon that: the - “Army - and Airj;

Force encou:ntered similar¢ans
close air support - troubles in| - >
World War 1I''and Korea,| o
wiuie lzizy and Mannedsorpsh

tangled with Deputy Secretary
of "Defense Cyrus ‘R, Vance,
when Vance :appeared . before
the Committee to’ explain the
Pentagon’s decision to . post-

pone $620 million worth “of
base construction: projects. al

deferrals were: fomlng~soldiers
R o7 Ga,'to, sleep in

“|were denying adequate hospi-
tal care to servicemen wound-
ed: in Vxetnqm ;and - were
“noﬁhing short"of : a disgrace ”
Vance denied hoapltal care for
Vietnam woul  Was inade-

i
“main force” ‘unifs had not
been . -encountered . lately.
{oy. Baid . that ‘both “Vietcong
orth Vietnamesé regu-
lars have been met in the
last ‘pix- dgys and some ptis-
oners"w taken., -

‘two officials : said that
the proposal of retired" Army
1 Gen.- James  M.” Gavin-- that

U.8." efforts in " Vietnam be
limited._to - defending coastal
enclaves had been rejected
by,..all" active-duty ‘genior . of-
ficers “concerned ‘with ~Viet-
nam. Wheeler added that the
major French defeat at Dien-|
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hefore joint Senate committees on supple-

‘mental .authorization and appropriations. .:

~At right is Sen. Sam J. Ervin Jr. O-N.C.)

R




