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Air Force Secretary Robert
, C. Seamans Jr. says that he
.learned of the recent bombing
offensives against North Viet-
nam while watching television.

“I am not in the operational
‘chain of command,” -Seamans [Would Feel Teed Off

explained in an interview.

* _“I'm not authorizing .any
bombing. My job is one of

men and materials.”

*“Where the bombing occurs

is - really not my decision,”
Seamans said.
first thing I knew about the

heard it on the Today Show.”
Three in Chain

The Air Force says that only
. #five men, thrze of them.zili-
tary officers, are in the regu-
lar operational chain of com-
mand that ‘selects bombing

“From Christ-
mas to New Year’s I was on
vacation in New England. The

. |tie is one plane flying one mis--

“Ision.’

clined to be identified, was
asked about Seamans’ state-
ment that he had not been
consulted about the raids.

-“It T were Seamans and that
happened ‘to me,” he said, “I
would be highly teed off.
he is not in the chain. But the

a say in what they're going to
be used for.

mer Secretary of the "Air
Force. “It’s another example

held.”

challenged by college students
and others on U.S. boinbing

targets' in Indochina: Presi-|policy in Indo China. He came

dent Nixon, Defense Secretary
R. Laird; - Adm.

of Overseers.
While stressing he is a su

* -mander of Pacific forces; and \plier of material, not a select-

Gen. Creighton Abrams, U.S.
field commander in Vietnam.

or of targets for the air war,
Seamans said: “I wouldn’t do

" But there is evidénce that that . much if I felt a whole
~ more people have been in on

past decisions on the bombing.

The Pentagon Papers, for in-
stance, showed wide govern-

ment participation in the

~ selection of bombing targets

during the Johnson adminis-
tration—especially if hitting

- them threatened to escalate

‘the Vietnam war.

At a news conference Dec.

16, Seamans displayed a series;
‘of charts to show that ‘the
trend of the air war “is defi-

nitely downward.” But then in
five days of raids beginning

bombing campaign was wrong.
Indiscriminate bombing of de-
fenseless people would be im-
moral if we were doing it. But
we're taking every possible
precaution to minimize clvil-
ian casuarties.”

Asked what rebuttle he of-
fered to critics who said bomb-
ing ‘a relatively ~defenseless
peoole is immoral, Seamans
sald: “War itself is immoral. I
have to face life the way it is
right at this moment. The
North Vietnamesa have been

Dec. 26, the Nixon administra. {Pulling stuff for a long, long

tion unleashed 1,000 bombing

sorties against North Vietnam,

the most intensive since Presi
dent Nixon took office. A sor-

time—abducting Meo . tribes-|
men in Laos and assassinating
people’ in South Vietnam.
These are up to about 100 kill-

A" former Pentagon execy-
tive of Seamans’ rank, who de-

o

" “Technically, they can say

Secretary who supplies the.
planes. and men ought to have |

“It would not have hap-,
pened . to Harold Brown,”;for--

of how tightly these things are | )

Seamans, 53 is frequently :

to government from 'the:
campus and . still, serves on.
Thomas H. Moorer, chairman {Harvard’s University’s Board-'
_of the Joint Chiefs of Staff;
- Adm." John -8. McCain, com-

i Auochted Press

; Secretary ot the Air Force Robert c. Seamans Jr. ‘

ings a week w1th one-fourth of vlew ln his Pentagon offlee

them indmdually targeted. I'd

¢ General Abrams believes:

like to have the whole thing]that “the one military force he

stopped. But none of the alter-
natives toward reaching *h ~'t
objective seem to be 100 per
cent attractive.”

Critics of bombing, includ-
Ting former Under Secretary of
State George Ball, have
argued that the dynamics of
U.S. airwar strafegy dictates

steady escalation. That is, the|-

more' the U.S. bombs, ‘the
more Hanoi has to defend and
then the more the U.S. has to
bomb t6 'blow Hanoi’s "de-
fenses.. .

Seamans. - contended .that
bombing was still a vital ne-
cessity for Indochina, making

these points during the inter-

has over there is air _power,
He "warnts and should use air
power in a very flexible way.”

¢ The U.S. Air Force has to,
“stem the flow” of Hanoi’s war
goods down the Ho Chi Minh
trail to minimize the risks of
withdrawing American troops
from Vietnam.
¢ The Laotian government
whose forces ‘are under attack
in Northern Laos, has “asked
for all the support we can give
them.”. . *

® Part of Han01 s grand
strategy for Laos may be to
draw ‘as much U.S. air power
as possible away from the Ho|

Chi Minh trail and toward the

TN S T



“{éss vital grounds of Northern
Laos; . - v
5-The “U.S. Air Force cam-

‘paign -in the far nerth of Laos - -

A8’ eode named:Barrel RoHl and
the -“oné in 'the panhsndle of

' tian ‘governmen
the. subj

Southern - Laos—the " place [not disclosed’, how many wai-

where the network of roads | plane sorties.aré flown against|’
tn- Laos.and|.

. called the Ho.Chi Minh trail

targets in North

el
{threads "through—is  called how many. in; thé panhandle

! Steel Tiger. - -

~Precaution Overlooked :
" 'Seamans said that the pub-
i lic’ does not - appreciate’ the
. care. taken-in the Barrel Roll

‘bombing ‘northe ‘fact that the
rulated area. He ‘said he had
-“I have seen no evidence of
| Afr ' Foree

Ho Chi Minh trail is not a pop-|
. Visited Northern Laos...: " .
indiseriminate bombing,” .the
: etary : said,

.-“Those-‘who’ have - been Up{The Air Force’s ‘Tatest

i there fall in love with:the peg-
veurs ‘when the North Vietnam-

.rough. I have seen no indiéa-|’
tion that' the -population up
there is against the United
States. Just-the opposite.”

ern Laos, Seamans said that

; near populated areas,”
Sen. . Edward ‘M: Kennedy

IUS. "bombing in  Northern

{Laos has made thousands of
people there homeless. . R

bility that one’ objective of the
North Vietnamese push in
 supply routes farther south,
tense activity. Besides keeping.
force on the Ho Chi Minh trial
stead of sending them home as
in the past, Seamans said,

Hanoi is also setting up sev-
eral surface-to-air missile in-

;stallations along its war sup- drawing everything down.”: x|

thirds” of.

1 (D-Mass.) - has_ charged that Bulk over Laos the

But': Seamans sai

Laos has;been the €-130 gun-|

ship.. It : Hises “ni

vices  and other’ aids- “plus
heavy . fire ' power; ¢ {ncluding
Gatling-type - machine

estimate that. of the 7,200 to

| ple. The trayesty of justice oc- of“war" : x6ods ﬁanoi:- startéd

ese get n -there.  They are f:;‘lm mtl;ﬁﬁgf%e om Nov. 1,1,

- Right now,

being condicted by the

Possible Strategy - /. ’|South Vietnamese. They sre
Seamans said it was a possi-| also flying “over 50 per cent”|:
of the missions in Cambodia. !
This means that the bulk of}’
Northern Laos is to draw off|the U.S. effort in the air is
American warplanes from the [over Laos.” -~ . .

Asked if he felt that the

which show many signs of in- | Vietnam ‘war had been worth

the lives and money. spent on

80,000 of the usual 50,000 work it, Seamans—at 53 a former

Massachusetts . Insitute of

during the rainy season, in- Technology Professor and dep-
uty administrator of the civil-|:

ian space agency—paused
briefly and then replied: “I'm
glad Tm on the team that is

ect, the Pentagon has|’

ght vision de-|°

. guns. i
figures

" 528, 197
only 80 tons got. through, ;
“My overall objective is to

phase our -Air Force down,”|
it | Seamans said, “T want to mini- !
o, As for B-52 strikes in North-| 1700 our - involvement . out||
they “have notbewn, Cargetad 1< O e need the |
time. ’ e i

| Al Force|'
secretary added, 90 per-cent of!;
it;:e air war-in.South Vietnam |
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