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. lete  references to ‘othér JCS

- should have been put to a Sen-

- requiring treaty handling But’

> the accord did give Spain a

* back-door ‘link .to the North.

. Atlantic Treaty Organization. :

By Murtey Marder ' -*
Wuhlnno@nﬂ ertsr :
Senate inveStigators charged
.yesterday . that . they ., were
given, “doctored” versions of
Pentagon messages about ne-
gotiations with. Spain .in 1969,
in-an attempt to conceal mfor-
mation from them. -

Copies "of Telex" messages
from the Joint.Chiefs of Staff
were “altered,” it’ said, “to_de-

messages” withheld from Sen-
ate probers. ‘Aftera challenge
by the Senate:iinm igators,
they said, the delete material

and other. documentff men-|
¢ texts

A -heavily-censo
_of the subcommittee’s long-de-
layed report of Spain and-Por..
tugal was the last in eri

: ublfe, al-
though the ’hearings began
with Spain on Mal‘ _11 1969."

5-Year. Agreement Signed

Over protests of many mem-
bers of the full committee, th
Nixon  administration  and
Spain.on Aug. 8,'1970, signed a
five'year execitive agreement

St b

made; “hew . U.S
‘pledges ‘to’ Spaln b g
“.>Also disclosed ‘i the -hear«
-ings is- a 1953 letter showing
‘thati” the  Senat® - leadership’
_ that year literallx surrenderecL
authority “to’ the’President'to’
make: the " initial U.S." base
agreement with Spatn.. 0

tonclulel o

the ' Presldent with’?ut: addi-

ecretary
. (Dean Rnsk” &t the ‘close of | ..

the Johnbon admmistration. :

Rusk lhoped U. S. military ne.
gotiators could talk Spain out|
of éxorbitant bargaining de-
mands—fdelet_ed from the tran-|
script,  but elsewhere ' re-|
ported . to: have, been,. -at ‘thef
outset; ‘#&-teéqitest for '$12 bil-}
lion worth of U.S. weapons |
over a five-year perios.. .

-Committee’ Chairman J. W,
Fulbright (D-Ark.) " has ‘said
thMM ain Has received!
tib‘oﬁt $400 million |

¢ claims that

‘extending U.S. use of air bases
in Spain and the Polaris sub-
marine base at Rota.

Senate critics protested that
the agreement amounted to “a
de facto military treaty” that.

ate  voteé” The ™~ adniinistration
maintained that it contained
no U.S security.commitment

The ‘current -transeript puts
some light on an intense con-!
troversy.of 1969: -whether ‘the’
Defense’Department’s negotia-
tor with Spain, Air Force Gen.
David Burchinal, deputy U.S.

- commander in - Europeé, ex-

ceeded his’ instructions 'and

pain’ derives::“at lease as
‘ml!ch bepefit from this pres-
ence of US military in Spain
nitéd’'s

ght'to useé the bases
,but yeb the United

. Talks were launohed in Mad-
¥id by. Gen..Earle G. Wheeler,
then: Chairman “of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, who subse-
quently delegated the task to
Gen. Bure

Wheeler was quoted as tell-
ing his Spanish counterparts
-that. “We believe that the con-
ditions of the cold war are no,
less demanding today than in|
1953 and 1963,” and also that:f

‘five “years.” The Syming-~

han afly written, Hocurmént.”

Burchinal’s ‘subsequent- nego-

from-the cunrent»transcrlpt by
the Nixon administration.: =
41t is" known from other ‘re-
ports that Burchinal, in agree-
ing ‘to what  could be consid.
ered a-threat to Spain’s secu-
rity, nefen-ed to" possibjlities
of limited ‘North Africa,
J erlan aggression

-do they imply intergovern-
meéntal understandings or
‘commitments’, . "

] The episode about the alter-

uing of ‘documents’, concerned
tru th “to..B

med “his request to Secre-

}“By “the presénce “of U.S.
forces in Spain, the U.S, gives|
Spain ‘a far more visible andf
kredible .security - guarantee |

All references to the spe.|
Neific cause - of the flareup over;

tiations, however, were deleted |
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