e G = L r b i, e e s T o

R 2 s A RTINRT RN LR X RO T, P T IR TR Xt



-Forces Journal interview Te-

LBJ Urged_ tg ,Ign

HOOPES From Al

Hoopes states
. In late February, 1968

when Gen. Earle G. Wheeler,
chairman of the Joint Chiefs,
submifted “a military” request
for 206,000 ' more American;
troops, Acheson told the Presi-
dent: “With -all due . respect,
Mr. President, the Joint
Chiefs of Staff don’t know
what they’re talking about.”
"-® When -“the President- re-
plied that:, was . a shocking
statement,” Acheson answered
that if so “‘perhaps the Presi-}
dent “‘otught ‘to" be' -shocked.”
Acheson’ told the :President
two. weeks later, aft.e n

taryxof State, is descnbed in
Hoopes’ - -book, "an.i7Armed]

pOTis, a8 “a major contributor
to. the national confusion over
Vietnam.” But Clifford’s chal-
lenge fo existing war, “policy
led Clifford to belie

was . “troubled: and g cerely
’ anxious"'to find some‘way tiy

the “negotiating table.” Rusk,
who “in the summer‘of 1967
had proposed “a heavily quali
fied partial (bombing)-halt,” fi-

nally gave. the Clifford plan
“1mplic1t endorsement.” < .
.8 Walt . W.  Rostow, Pre'si-
dent Johnson’s national secu-
rity :adviser . and a leading
“hawk” along with Rusk and
Wheeler, made Mr. Johnson
“the victim” of “ ‘selectivé
briefings’—the tlme—honored
mque of -underlining
%R " mass. 5 of material;
t,l’tose xiartic'ular elements that
jne' wishes to

; mﬁ busy’
L -
S. McN ;’i‘

Clifford’s predecessor as De-
fense Secretary, who started
as I

i; bate on basie

draw tothe spe-{th

% ¥
gresslvely dmenchanted

gain” W

conclusion .- before ; departing

Washington.,. and had metica. international :security affairs,

lously prepared his ‘own posi-,

he wotld .report to the Presi-
dent, onhlsreturm" EE T

® Clifford; as “the’ f.‘om'l
Defense Secretary himself‘

Ippo;
as Clifford

ar.. “Then,”

the. fight 'to ‘halt escalation ot

relationship  “gréw . siiddenly

lowing summer When Cliffo
1éd’ the nexmﬂght for'p:to

refused tosee him alope
fortas, then a8

with
the war, f'finessed serious de-|not in a posltion to defend the

issues,” ..and| administration’s - Vietman' pol-
sought to “muffle the differ-ljoy” in testimony before the

‘ences,: anid~ thereby * dvoid a
g:is‘i?‘idf&:fi;ﬁ:gggﬁ ‘Y‘%’Ii; Committee. Nifze, offered o
Namara, 5¢in"every. instance”
before: golitl;lg 'ﬁglesaing:l’{;;g;bg: as “a pearl of great price.”: " :

manpower, - “reached.- his . own

tion, including & draft of what ﬂuence on Clifford’s change

ready indlcated stunned Mr, for| public. aftair

formal and cool.” In the fol-|

i e
bombing hialt, “the*President

preméeASDCourt justice ‘and’ ‘one fe
»Jof President Johnson’s closest|

Senate - Foreign. . Relatlons

resign, Clifford advised him to
stay:: Hoopes “descirbes” Nltze

® Paul Warnke, then. assist-
ant secretary of defense for

[“%as_to-have perhaps. mere, in-

'of ‘position than any other sin-}
gle person.” Nitze and Warnke
at Defense, ;|omed by, Phil, G,
Goulding, . assistant secretary

‘ ' v'ousli} {
' major:role in providing CHf-,
ford ‘'with - arguments to “con-

later said wryly, ‘this. Judas
e ‘appeared,’ ” when Clifford led tést. the military: 1eaders strats

egy... They were supported”
by Under _Secretary , of State.

the ‘war. The Johnson-Clifford| \jqj- teB."Katzenbach' (as was

‘revm....tf‘x evealed). “AL
¢ -If the military request for

—Hq 4gper

have created “g requirement

confidants, “continued to play for :about 400,000 -more men o

sumed on- other occasiohs”in'

private "thoughts of Lyndon

tow *“and Jus
had a major hand” in draft-

speect és’*
livered,

Johnson (on pursuing the war)
that" the - President did not
wish to expresgdirectly.” Ros-
e Abe Fortas

ing “twg. thoroughly truculent

sécre- |
tary of defense, although “bas~ Saigon.
ically a hardliner” .on com-
"‘hawk” but became pl‘v mumsm as Achesonis “advised

the  chirfolis ‘role he had a5 Factive ‘military - service,® frel

servists and draftees. “Gould

the.running. debate on .Viet:|j,.. ~argued that ~the shock
nam—as spokesman for those wave ‘would run through the

entire American body politic.”
Many portlons of other hlg..

§° whose. role|.

R asury Se
'I’I%;‘er‘y‘"‘l"owler “were. stron

208, 000 more men for ‘thektéet- P ;
} s

erease’? ‘had . been’ approve Y P-ae
it would ‘have caused the ‘de-|5*

probably would have been
whittled 'to about 50,000 and
the | showdown ould hsva»
been averted. .
“When Mr;  Johnison ssignéd’
the- - military’s >’ tequest: Jfor -
206,000, troops. to a. task :foreay .
headed by ‘Clifford, ; who" hqg,
just ‘been confirmed in Janp-
ary, Hoopes said; “As‘the pri 3.
cipals : unders'tood it, . the - 2"
| signment - from"the Prestdenf? ;
{4+ falrly narrow. one-—how‘w~ j
to, " give ; Westmorelaud‘:;l. g
commander outh V! ietnam
what he said he_need
acceptable

: et
Tet offenslve was\
new }and unexpected’
nity,”..

W (J&k along” v
iWarnke, Goulding-an "t
I were ‘profoundly’ discoups
aged ” Hoope}s ‘said that to himy
the * report ' “was_ mindles§
folly.” .Then, *said Hoopes, ;
the {dismdy ‘of these men and:
others, and” the conséquenc‘ ¥
[of % ‘eontinuing | exi:tlng polic
began to have impact on Clify

If McNamara - had Agency and M
done - so, Hoopes; speculated, | DuPuy - of --the:
the troop reinforcement flgure Jomt Chlefs

ford, “about March ‘168",
. do 3




