All ashore that's going as-!;:)re: The men who run the Pentagon arrive for work in a 48-foot motor faunch. Each general has his own comfortable chair.

~ The Privileses of Rank

]
WASHINGTON, D.C.
ach weekday moming on the shores
of the Potomac, a curious event
takes place. A dozen uniformed

Air Force generals line up single file
on a dock at Bolling Air Force Base—

just four miles downstream from the"

Pentagon. Clutching briefcases, the
generals step gingerly over a wooden
plank into a plush, 48-foot motor
launch’ Each general sits in his own
comfortable lawn chair. His feet rest

byJack Anderson

on an expensive red carpet which is
vacuumed daily. As the powerful
launch pushes off, coffee is served.

What's happening here? The men
who run the Pentagon a?e“g‘oing to
work. All over town, in fact, brass hats
and bigwigs-enjoy a leisurely ride to the
office. The privileges of rank are ap-
parent everywhere,

On the ground, scores of limousines,

entrance.

In the air, helicopters begin ferrying
the big brass who prefer to keep above
the traffic tangles. Enough whirlybird

Club across the turnpike.

Aside from the privileged few, most
of the Pentagon’s employees have to
make it to work on their own. Some
10,000 drive cars, thousands more take

- the bus; about 100 ride bicycles.

Back on the dock at Bolling, as the
generals speed off in their staff boat,
40 airmen crowd into a smaller craft
that looks like a floating bus. The air-

“men’s schooner, which chugs along at

haif the speed of the generals’ boat, is
always crowded. “We try to squeeze
in,” explained an Air Force major.

Status symbols

The point made in the early morning
is repeated throughout the day: the top
brass travel first class. Everyone else

have been spared from the Vietnam
war to provide air taxi service for as
many as 125 Pentagon big shots each
day. The unwritten Pentagon policy:
Three stars are required for a chopper
to Andrews Air Force Base; four stars

d with telept and

are y for the P s short-

lamps, arrive at the Pentagon’s mail

-est junket to the Army-Navy Country

goes 8

An enclosed city of concrete rings
and corridors, the Pentagon is ruled by
an almost impenetrable bureaucracy.
The place is so top-heavy with officers
that one-star generals are treated like
captains and captains are treated like
hatracks. An exaggeration? Early this
year the P 's top brass ped
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un o Cagital 1l 1o axplain why they
warsted hidfrons more nest gear for de-
tense. As senatgss and generals arpued,
a veuhg Caplain in the rear of the con-
ferenca room Caught our e, He was
leaning againet the walf, stating at the
fionr, garmmg his day © sabary, holdimg
twer armiuls of brass hats

With a0 many chivie, the struggie for
atus i the Pentapony is fierce, frtie
things begin t; count: a huge desk, 3
povate bathroom. 3 spyv-prooi confer
e AR SOmetines status s mes
sared by the cumber of buttons on a
tefephane.  Adm. Thomas - Mooree,
Chateman of the joimt Chiefs, hac &
phone with &4, The huttan that glows
with a redd haivs 15 for the Presadent,

Dining in style
We have mvestigafed  the speciat
prrvieges enioved by they mrditary elite.
Wheens if Coemes tor suppiviag themsebves
with the basic fieeess of hfe. the
PERlIZon pOtERIZEES $Pafe IO FRpeEnse
Herwe o 3 repot

FOQD: in the Femtagon's poivate din--

g oo, Aty gerevali dine royally
i leathurCushionngsd chains  The day
wwe vissted, theie menu inclided salian
Cenguettas and beamaice sauce, brajsed
clean nbs of beef, Ponuguese skinfess
ansd Bonetss sardines, chilied clams,
Mirgian oenclertes, ssparagus spears,
sherey and Checadat whalbs, The
porton: wers zenermus, The price pey
mest: § arby. on the same floor,
w the public dining room, GL'S pay
ST M foe o bhot gastramy sapduwsch
served with o v potate chips and
# piikle sdice

Hearty appetite
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Medvin Wiilians s with cansid
eraiie Wamer eat
wevmg 6f Lueds by frver, fhah

amd hscan {or heskine
--all 4f ope siting,
TRANSPORTATHIN:
goneral nevey waiks wh
seven Fredes when
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TE SRR v ary fopees of
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24 Dosar o oclav &
wenerat can rahe 4 limousine to
Feotagen whvre o can catch § hebi-
copler e Amdtevws A Force Base where
he can iy oo VI plane anywhere i
the wrld
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C A the Pentagon, probably the most chaufieured man has: a secomnd. Caditiac availsble < just in case some-

is its feader,” Secretary of Defepse. Makvio baird. who® - ... thing goes wrng. mechanically: with the first “one,
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Heiwanters ferry the i brass. wis prefed (o kiep slove Boen spaeee] forn the Vietian wdd o peovide s gis
Washingion lraffic tangies. Epoagh hedicopters have 1aes service for a3 many o 125 big shots eveey day,
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