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Vice Premdent Humphrey

.| believes that an honorable pol-
.|itical solution to the Vietham .
-{war can be reached within the

next several months, forimer

Ambassador to the United Na-

_{tions George W Ball said yes-
.|terday..

Ball, who resigned from the -
|U.N. Post last week to become
.|Humphrey’s chief foreign pol.

icy adviser, said the Vice Pres-

|ident shares his “reasoned op-

timism” on the Vxetnam ques-
tion. S

After seven years of pessi.
mism about Vietnam, Ball
said, “Within the past month
or so I have been beginning to
feel that we are on the verge
of a breakthrough, which
doesn’t mean. the .completion
of .a settlement, but it means
real movement m lthe neg\o-
tiations.”: :
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Ba!ll answered questlons on
the televised news program,
Nation” (CBS,
WTOP) A less optimistic’ view
came from Secretary of .De-
fense Clark M. Clifford, who
appeared «wn “Meet the Press"
(NBC, WRC).

Clifford said he thinks there
are “bits and straws” to ihdi-
cate slight progress in  the
Paris peace - talks. He sald
“that the talks are going 6n in

tention” to find peace. S
Clifford, however, saw’ no
progress on the issue of bomb-
ing North Vietnam. The North
Vietnamese have demanded
that the U.S stop bombing be-
fore any. further ‘discussion.
The United States has said it
must first have some sign of
reciprocity. “To date,” Clifford
said, “they have not told us
one single thing they would
do,‘or even discuss, -if ‘we
wrould stop the bombing.”
Ball said that Humphrey “of
course” can chart his own
course on Vietnam if he be.
comes President. N

Humphrey Speech Tonighi'
He said'the Vice President

themselves indicates some inr -

’

will bring up “his own pro-
'posal of what he would do”
when he Speaks on, Vietnam
this evening,
Ball ‘chided lthe Amerxcan
press for “a strange aberra-
tion” in seeing the presiden-
tial campaign as a race be-
‘ltween Humphrey and Presi-
‘ldent Johnson . rather than a
“|Humphrey contest with Rich-
'lard M. Nixon, the Repubhcan
nominee.
He said Humphrey “is gmng
‘to set all this rather irrelevant
argument to rest” when he
"| speaks tonight.
Ball gave one’ mstance m
| which the Vice President has - .
already - opposed  President 4
Johnson’s Vietnam policy. He
said Humphrey argued against
‘{ the decision to resume bomb-
in~g Hanoi while Soviet l':‘;:e-
mier Alexei Kosygin was visit-
ing there in 1965. Ry
Ball said that Humphrey as "
President “would do every-
thing possible to reduce the -
level of forces-in Vietnam.”
Clifford, however, said that
while he hoped for a troop re-
duction, “the Defense Depart-
ment has no plans at this time
for the return of any troops.
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‘igencies., ‘He said he had seen
‘no evidence of Nixon becom-
ing more mature and- respomsi-
ble.

Ball said Nixom would prob-
ably escalate the Vietnam War

£ he becomes .President.” He
charged that Nixon has “blind
faith” “in- military power and

that Nixon thinks “that :the|:
only way that we can have a|'

prosperous and happy world is
for the United States simply
to threaten, to have arms and
,threaten to use them.”

Clifford, in his television ap- I

pearance, disagreed with a
Senate subcommittee’s report
last week that the US lead

clear field ‘today is four to
one” greater than the Soviet

uU.s. “strlk.lng force in the nu-|-

Union’s,

Y

Chffard valso sald that US.
negotlators after 22 meetings
with the North Koreans, had
made no Dprogress on obtaining
the release of the 82 Pueblo
crew members. He said that
patience and diplomatic nego-||
tiations' are the best way to
get them back. "

He added that suggestion.s
of “using military force, T'am
afraid, would not get our men

:back alxve »
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