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By ]ack'Anderson -

The men who introduced
the insidious white phospho-
rus and needle bombs to Viet-
nam have balked at using a
destructive laser ray  which|©
theéy had researched for use
against Vietcong milltary lead-
ers, -

This stra.ngest of weapons

‘|was dreamed up in the early

sixties as a means of jexplod-
ing the eyes of enemy soldiers
and their officers from  dis-
tances of more than a mile.

By blinding instead of kill-

ing, the weapons would cause

endiess grief not.ohiiy to thé
victim, but to the airthorities
who ,would have to take care

| of the blinded soldiers..

The research for this “her-
rendous device was -done for
the 6570th Aero-space Medical
Research Laboratory, Wright-|*
Patterson .- Air Force Base,
Ohio. It was presented at se-
cret sessions of a Pentagon
sponsored forum in San Diego.
- We have coples of some of
the classified research, “Giant
pulse -Iasers” were used tol
bring rabbit and monkey eyes

|to. the boiling peint, causing

bleeding and an actual éxplo-

sion in the eye.

Laser Ray Can Be Used to'

‘As the report to the secret
forum put it in teehnical
terms: “Retinal exposures to

unattenuated Q:switch _laser
beams resulted in vaporization

&, tissue with the produc-
tion of relatively massive'blast
and hemorrhagle effects’in ad-
dition - to extensive retinal
bums i

is important in consid-

erlng +the' anti-personnel
weapon applieaﬁons ofthe las-
ers
upon which portion of the ret-
ina the image was:formed be-
cause: the -resulting’ mLctoexr
plesion. o8 the' tissue..wo
leadtoblindness." VR

" The "study goes on to say
that countermeasures against
the - blindness ray . would, ‘be
udifficult” for an enemy. to
perfect because the lasers,
pierce most protective filters.

‘Putting  the research into
practice would be complex,
but military scientists have
told. .us. it could be easily ac-
complished with adequate
funding

‘The weapons could be re-
duced .to: backpack size and
aimed at enemy officers by
use of high-power telescopic

lenses. The.beam would cover

. It weuld not matter |

Q seme_ £
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several feet, | "

to the ray for.gven a split in-
second — the scientists said, ;

’case-totin' .buteaucrats”. .are

“What’s My Llne" paneL,
One

1ng for bookworms. Real ones.
mustache, sunglasses and -3
tion at -the lerary of Con
gress.

damage, and the rare:Dbooks

are extremely valuable, -
Brown takes his job seriously

it»

Any eye in that area would
be destroyed if it was exposed

stant — far less than a miero-

- Asked -for eomment ‘a De-
fense Department expert ‘said|.
|the material ) remained classi-

“Tsend their constituents ﬂags

“| that  have - actually--at least
: ! momentanly—-ﬂown over the_;

ost’ among the’ innumera-

ble, anonymous, . men ~whom{.

George ~Wallace lealls; “Brieﬂ

vernmegt mployees
Jobis would stump . a

Charley Brown, 24, wearing &

black knit -cap,” hunts- down
worms in the rare book collec-

The worms ‘can’ do grest

“When I find a worm,” he says
with determinatlon, “L report A

picks up'a briefcase, still has
his hands full. His JOb is to
[ haul. ‘hundreds of flags up and

of { the . Capitol. -
Reed‘s patie permits
congressmen and 'senators to

"Capitol

uncommon job unc¢ommonly
well: “When -1 get going,” he

-and’ down every . three m1n-

| utes.”
lonely ' government
worker spends his. days look-|

Perhaps most unusual isthe
assignment recently given
David Dinius of the Agricul-
ture . Department He was
trying to determine ‘whether
newspapers ‘could be recycled
as low grade forage for am-
mals. .

For- several months, he fed

o| Eroup: -of ‘cows.’ Unfortunately,
the: cattle ~didw’t:Iike the Post
any more. than Vi ‘Pl'eS].dent
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down'the ﬂagpoies on the 'roof-
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| ernment employee who never

‘Reed apparently does hls .

zayd; “Tll perunning them UPoarm oo o
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