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: By JAMUS McCARTNEY The Russians still don’t know how to do  the backbone of the U, S. land-based
i Of Our Washington Bureat this and nobody is sure when they might missile force. ‘ '
. WASHINGTON.—Is the U. S. really learn. o i . ‘The budget requests more than a half
‘#alling behind in the strategic arms race (MIRV stands for multiple independ- & billion dollars to build new Minuteman '
 with the Soviet Umnion? ently targetable re-entry vehicle.) ‘missiles with mauitiple nuclear warheads,
© The idea has been implied strongly in  The U. S. has never said how many " Defense Secretary Laird has said pub-
recent days by Pemtagon reports that bombs it plans to build — but informed ~ licly that he has information that the
' the Russians may be building a new and  estimates have run from 10,000 0 15,000, Soviet Union is “going forward with the
powerful missile system to present the : . - oonsbruc'hox} of a large missile system.” ;
U. S. with 2 serious new challenge. The Soviets continue to have an over-: But he didn t0 know exactly
y all lead In “megatonnage” — meaning

© But hard facts in testimony presented n explosh : This 1s be

iformally to Congress this week paint a explosive nuclear power. s Is be- " R _ .

' somewhat different picture. " cause of the immense power of their g:cmmef &y&ﬁwg‘:&%ﬁ;
huge, 25-megaton §S-9 missile, by far the  «panity” in strategic weapons, meaning
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".gtruction worlk on new missile silos, and

. The testimony shows that the U. 8. is
istill far shead of the Soviets in key

|strategic categories — and in Sact is most powerful .in the world. © equality.
| currently deploying nuclear warheads =~ President Nixon told the New York -(S(Igm—s)s“bmme - launched missiles

%é'zvfe&f‘“ taree times a8 fast a5 e . mimes in an interview this week that Ty v, S. i far shead in submarine-
“fhe Soviets now have three times the launched missiles with its virtually in-

| The Pentagon budget shows that the ' missile strength of ourselves.” The ° vulneraiie fleet of 41 Polaris sub- .

;U. S. is phnging ahead with deployment - White House explained later that the Tnarines and -an op-going program to

| of major new strategle systems on both. - president was referring to megatonnage. " conwvert 3; o?eaé'f&m to the much more

3 ianil and sea — as well as continuing its  precise figures are classified. . pon“fmu S. has €58 Jaunchable missiles

ganu-banisﬂc missile (ABM) program,  The U. S. chose volunbarily not to &y - gompared to 350 for &me Sob viets .

g_vhich is a nuclear weapons defense s¥3- 4o build such a big missile years 8g0 ' The Soviets, however, are sl p

" tem. - o .+ because scientists felt the power would {o catch up. They are building sub-

. Headiines bave been domimied by, 5% Wasted, The U. 5. could silll do it marines faster than amything' else, and
reports of what the Pentigon fears e LI wished. S " will deploy 50 new under-water missiles
Soviets might or could do — not by what -~ (2 —Landbased intercontineatal by the middle of this year. :

. they actoally are known to have doge. ' b‘g’“;”i“*;ﬂ (1CBMs). ) lead, ﬁtwer:‘@elesu.'.g. s)ds st:gx;mam:h tech-,

: : i —a e Sovi ve 2 numerica nology is way shead of that of the So-
 Sen. Swart Symingion (D, Mo) 8 *png have halted or leveled off deploys vies, Thelr pbmarines aret nearly
is 1o novice in the feld — says that the ~Fnent PeCENly in EH MAIOr- categorics s effective; They -still- do met- have a

. Pertagon is engaged in its anmaral spring ' including the SS-9 missile. solid fuel missile and ave operating with

{ campaign for a higher defense budget.” 'The Smfbs t;m% hgvoiuls«f oslznﬂaba;ed_ highly damgerous Nquid fuel. -

-~ JIOBMs e the U, S, has 1054 — a 8ig- .

f corianwsrimn::mgsug:nm tgxew;m wre the U, S. has maintained, and con- - building at the cwrent rate they would

 with & wry smile the other day, including < Bidered adequade, for several years.

i “warnings of grave new dangers to this -

have a fleet comparable to the U. S.'
 Polaris-Poseidon feet by_1974.

But he and Adm, Moorer declined ¢o

- . tion is how many nuclear bombs each ) .
Here's the way the strategic picture of the missiles can carry and how ac- - polnt out that the U, S. Poseidon-build-
i ing program will multiply the atrength

| now shapes up in key, categories accord- curate they are.
| ing to testimony by Defense Secrelary , In this field the U. S. is ahead. Rt is" of the U, 8 submarine fleet vasily in
. Melvin Laird and Adm. Thomas Moorer, ' proceeding to
' chairman of-the Joint Chiefs of Staff. ' 'on lamd-based missiles
This, in essence, is what the fine print ' than the Soviets.. R
i says: C : : ' ' -
(1) —Deliverable nuclear warheads. fornie.m%mm me:“oﬁ )
This is perhaps the most important . U S- Minuteman III Missiie program —
" category of all — aund the U. 8. has a
; huge load which nobody thinks could be
. overcome in the mext decade.

deploy mucléar warheads this same period it involves added hun-

_dlveds — in fact thousands — of nuclear

. warheads that can be scparately aimed. -
The Seviets haven't learned how to do

this yet, and thus the U. S. has & huge

far move rapidly .

| The U. S. had 4000 deliverable nuclgar .
. -warheads at ihe end of 1970, compared
; to 1800 for the Soviets.
The Soviets are building — but the
U. S. is building faster. The Soviets are '
! expected to have 2000 by mid-1971 — the %
. U. S. 4600, ’ )
© U. S. growth is & result of the highly
. complex, Hitla umderstood MIRV pro-
' gram in which multiple warheads are
being installed on U. S. missiles, both .
land and sea based. ' ’ -
- TU. S, technology makes it possible to- '
! aim each of the warheads separately.
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" Laird said it the Soviets comtinue .
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‘pallistic missiles (FOBMs).

The Russians still don't kmow how to do
this and nobody is sure when they mmht
leam.

(MIRV stands for mmmlple independ-
ently targetable re-entry vehicle.)

The U. S. has never said how many '

bombs it plans to build — but informed
estimates bave run from 10,000 16 15,000,

The Soviets continue to have an over-.
all lead in “megatonnage” — meaning
ln explosive nuclear power. This is be-_
" cause of the immense power of their
huge, 25-megaton $S-9 missile, by far the
most powerful in the world.

President Nixon told the Nei York

., Times in an interview this week that

“the Soviets now bave three times the

‘missile strength of ourseives.” The °

White House explained later fhat the
President was referring to megatonnage..
_Precise figures sre classified, - .

The U. S. chose voluntarily not to fry .
to build such a big missile years &go.
" because scientists felt the power would
- be wasted. The U. S. couldshﬂldolt
-if it wished. -

(2) —Landbased mteroomnenbal

. %ha- Sewiets have -z numerical leedg~
hut bave halted or leveled off dep&cy-
mem:t recently -in all major categomies
— inciuding the SS-9 missile. .

The Soviets now have 1440 land-based
TOBMs while the U. S. has 1054 — a fig-
‘ure the U. S. has maintained, and coa- -
ndered sdequate, for seveqal years, -

‘But figures on the numbers of missiles ;
can be misleading. An important ques-’

tion is how mamy nuclear bombs each

of the missiles can orrTy and how ac- -

curate they are.

In this field the U, S. xsahead I'Hs
proceeding to deploy nuclear wacheads
on land-based missiles far more rapidly .
than the Soviets. .

The new U. S. defense’ budget ‘calls
for a 42 percent increase in funds for the
U. S. Minuteman III Missile program ~

‘| The Soviets, however, are struggling

- have a fleet comparable to the U. s

* “'The first elements would. become opera- X
* thomal in 1974, The effectiveness of the:

the backbone of the U. 5. landbased

missile force.
The budget requests more than a half

" & billion dollars to build new Minwteman - :

missiles with multiple nuclear warheads.

Defense Secretary Laird has said pub-
" liely that he has information tlrat the
Soviet Union is “going forward with the

construction of a Jarge missile system.” .

But he didnt to know exactly
what the Soviets are doing, begond
struction work on new missile silos, and

he interpreted the Soviet program as in-
dlcammgwmeyutendtomuinbam'
. “parity” in stmtegl.e wee.pom meaning -

© equality.
(3) — Submarme h\mched mxssulec
(SLBMs).
" The U. S. is ﬂar ahead in aubmanme-

Jaunched missﬂes with its virtually in-

vulneratle fleet of 41 Polaris . sub-".

marvines and -an on-going program to

con- -

"margm in one oi the most’ importan’c

oonveﬂ&lolﬂ:emm&omudxmore.

poweriul Poseidon,
Tae U. S. kusselatmﬁubﬁamassues
wmparedtossoforiheSovdans :

to catch up. They are building sub-
marines faster than anything' else, and -

" will deploy 50 mew under-water missiles -
byﬁmm’tddﬂeofﬂmyear.

" femse Department’s official statements’’
- fail bo note that they are considered oub

hlghﬂy dangerous Mquid fuel. s

Laixd said i the Soviets continue
at the curvent rate they would

Polans—Posewun fleet by 1974. -

But he and Adm, Moorer declined: to
point out that the U. §. Poseidon-build- -
ing program will multiply the strength -
of the U. 8. submarine fleet vastly in .
this same period #t involves- added hun- -
dreds — in fact thousands — of nuclear”

. warhead: that can be uepanuly dmed.

mmhwen’tleamedhowtodtr

Myet,andthultheUSh:asahuge
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parts of the strategic equanon.

(4)—Strategic bombers. ki
*. ‘The U. S. has a buge lead in bomhers, zf;;

as well, It has 517 bombers and is add-’

" ing to the force, while the Soviets bave -z .z '
'195 and are cutting down,

l an e
The U. S. Is also puiting $371 mimon”_,,

into developing a new bomber. )
(5)—Anti-ballistic missiles (ABM).
The Soviets have deployed four ABM

co?hfplexes around’ Moscow, but e De- i3

vire

U. S. ABM is a matter of scientific dis-

Ovm'-an Laird and Moorew put great>.
. emphasis on- their fears of evamtual s
Sowiet -sapabilities.

Adm. Moorer. said, for example, t'ha£
he believed it is “fair to say that the
‘over-all. ntrategnc balance, during the
Jast five or six years, has drastxoa}ly
shifted in favor of the Soviet Union.” .

“Our comfortable lead has now el but:
vanished,” he said, “and within the next
five or six years we could actually find =k -
ourselvés in a. position of overall ! e
strategic . inferionity, cert:amly as far as HRIAS
mumbers of offensive delivery vehicles . rt,
‘and megatons, mda!rde&ensesystems: - gay
are R}
Sen. Symin@ton, ho'wever, expmsed A ;,,-
skepticism. '
“One cannot fall to remem’ber several
oomparah!e spring announcements of *
previous years,” he gaid, . . . in the
early 1950s those thousands of new long
range bombers the Soviets were going
10 build, but never built. In the late 19508 .
those hundreds upon hundreds of long
range missiles the Soviets were going to'
build, but never built |




