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3% sian intelligence otﬁeer deseribed him
"‘ﬂu ‘a' “nut [case” U.S. ‘officials have
b “4labeled him' a “troublemsker” and a
E‘ “hraggart.” ‘A fellow American mercen-
“ary' condemned him as “the type who
gives | prufessioml ldventinen a bad
ft— name."" Gk B U

“mer crop duster who now openly and

E 34 often .describes himself ‘as an’experi-
'-ahced mercenary ‘who has had “jobs”
' minvelving ‘Angola, | Zalre, Rhodesia,

4 -put 18 onths,
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" wcruitment campaign in /' California

! _[mercenaries to help Zaire fight Ka-
~/tangan rebels in Shaba province, an
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| Nohe of it/ aeems to bother David *
i""Buﬂm 37, ‘the much-publicized for-!

. =Mexico, Canada and Cuba over the ;

| = His most recent exploit ‘was a ‘re-

' wnewspapers for 80 to 100 American

‘ effort he said was: mpported by the !

# Central Intelligence Agency. ’
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i denied the story :

JBufkin's latest claim has Ied. to new
L mutrwersy about the native of Ker
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‘man; Calif., "a lanky figure  always
_eonsp!euous in his Stetson hat and °
cowboy boots with 'a “Hell's &ngels" -

tattoo on his forearm; . ,
. For, while most people who hnve.

CIA and Zaire officials vehemenﬂ?..

'-met him agrée that he comes across |

! Zasa “dreamer’ and “opportunist” in
.some cases there appears-to be

« .hl.s stories.
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were reports that President Mobutu
Sese Sekd had “explored” the possibil-
ity of using mercenaries to back up -

‘'his poorly disciplined army betnre
rsmall but: curious element of tmth ta N
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“h “break the Cuban sp.

i he wu bue& m& yetr dn.ﬂnx the An
*‘golan elvil war while working for the |
U.S, backed National Front for the
Ilbernﬂon of Angola, A French merce-
;nr.v, ,wlm also sald he had dllcuued a

* possible contract’ with. épb i Tepre-

[ sentatives in Europe, said. } uzkuf
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|'No one mentioned cm, J.inh with
; Bu.fkin, however. " ¢ [T
Buﬂdn has also ehlmed thlt he was
inyolved in brukinz up a Cuban spy
.ring 'in Canada Iate last year, He n{d _'
.he was Tecruited, asa Cuban mnt. but
" \then turned “doubla agent”. for the
sOL A /session” - in
llontreﬂ, he, mﬂ he discovered that
4 ‘man named llodriguu was among the \
—..Cuban, spies qorking from ofﬂeu in
___Monfrul. el i
. Within- days the Canmﬂln govem-
ment expelled. 'tive Cubans 'ont charges
of running a ‘spy school” at the same |
_addréss in Montreal. They Mcluded
“two Cuban d!p;omta, ‘one named Je:
Verdes, the consul- ml-
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. kin's exact role in the incident.
‘In December,” Bufkin ippumed ‘fn‘
, Rhodesia, lsain claiming that |

; wo;klng a8 a double agent for ’Uis
Cuban governments, He said his

.- assignnment for Cuba was: tomake

. contact with Cuban agents and; obtain
mﬂitary information on the four-year:

. old guerrilla war in Rhodesia. For'the
;Unitad.‘.’-ttt‘u,ha alle as ‘to
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helped by Rhodesia’s §
intelligence 'ornanintlon. :peelﬂuuvr
a man named Bailey, who wonld pay,.
. h.lsaxpeq,ses. Butkln aimed. 1 £
‘A top Special Branch official’ nid
later that Bufkin's story was ‘80 per
cent fantasy,” adding;'“We don't need
a nut case like Bufkin to Relp us flush
out Intelligence agents,” -

But the manager at one of the three
hotels where 'Bufkin stayed said he
was introducéd to the Californian by -

- & man named Bnllowwlto gave atele.
phone number, corresponding to an'
unlisted Speclal Branch pumm i
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. checked out. Dec, out, paying

" hig bill. The n tu:bod

to pay. it. Rho&ﬁlﬂl lntall!nnco’
clals have since admitted that they
did have an employee named B ‘
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‘now banned from entering  the trou-
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| well wrote in
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r mulm ‘that Bufkin had misled his
“recruits about their role and Iled
‘about the m.ﬂltu-y supplies inlhl:la
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