Dear Joan, 8/22/19

Your lettor came at the right time for an answort I don't feel right end until it
~ cloars up I'd best do no cutaide woxic or anything having to do with the POIA casess . .
There hzve been more of such dsys ‘vecontly, and I suppose it has to do with the clotting
factor of the blood or what controls that nnd the cirenlatort irperimentse A weel: egp :
today 4w decsor reduced the (hagh) levsl of anticopgmim® becouse that wack's test .
‘ghowsd #hat chemically I was ot the point where I heworrzahed internallys I don't Jnow
. 4R thai is a factor but dodny I'1l heer from yesterday's tosh. _

The impreesion one gots of Dealey Plaza only from badng there is its smallnesse
Out ancther way, no point in it is a difficult dhot to any other point for a good ‘
mavicamana «0ef4Vo yoars ago the "museum™ was a rgubby plice, beyond inprovinge see
and as I'mx sure you saw, there was no shooting fyom the strect's sewerss

While T have o besis for interprebing vhat Molselidss 3ald you I think it 4s
a great ]J.m/seem for your book, perhaocs more effoctive as a note.

. We all changs so if I can underetand your lack of sympathy for the woman of your
novel, and I think I can and d0, is there not another emotion that would enadle you )
get ths* hehind you, coumpnssion? : : '

. Iaon'emwm«mdmnmasm#momml"mtxmtmmtchwm' o '
Cbudlt it -~ a8 maltdinilldionaive West go:mter of tho nost extrems of the right, a buff,

a misor, and & man of sure fine epirit that he told his dalghbors when he established

estates for them that no man would ever marry thom for loves

0dd you should mentjon Dial and a King book and the Pepper I takte to be .a laiyer
nared Bi1l Popoere I'Ve beon longing more and more recently to work my wey oul into
. freedon to wikte what * hope I cen asbo a short ook, one 1 thisk can bo cloge to
unpresedentede I have dono the original work and L have oncewgocret officlal recoxds
the extea’ of which you have seon.

: ‘,‘m my prior experiences with publishers and my lack of an agont or reason o
belieVe thet either an egent or a publisher will be interested in a factucl, straichb-
forward non~thooretical book X'd decided thet I would sgaln publish it myself. With a

. lange Gocuzenpary aprendix only in facsimile. I krow what I have, know vhat it means,
45367 lonow whes can & bo refuted snd unfortuantely dmew what I went through with publichere
who wore efrafd and I beliove ramain efraid, I have Mvod to £ind couplete confirnation
of my oun origined -tidnlsing and then investigniding in of ficisl records, ovon the actual
proofs of my analyads.

Topper is an lupressivily adle lawor vho joined Flo Kennody in tho principled
roprecenteticn of Jarsy Rey before tho House aucassins. In coubination ha and &lo weve
agditocnte 1've hod onky ore conversationm with Feppor, whon he called to adk my
help and I yeplied that I'd have nothing to do with anyone in any way connected with
Lane, who can only destroys Barlder Pepper had twied ‘o orib gzone of my work from &y

“ good friend les Payne of Newsday, who didn t htee I doudbt Fopper has anytldng new and
original. If factuals -

No assassinntion Yook will be a financial success if it is like those comnercial
414 4n the past and there is little xeason to expect a go0d. recepiion Lrom
what 1s reprecented by the Times and the orofessional rvevieverse Any boock keysd %o
tﬁeseisguﬂmgtofatl.%lmmaobm»etomsd.aammjaﬂymaaismazmrad.
the book has o be promoted in othor ways. And at the risk of sowddng as I do not
intend, I don't know anybody clse who can do 4%, T em less shle thek £ vas as a youmg
tiany of 62 when I brousht uy last book oud, the encycloraedin on vhieh the cortdthee
codld not inmrove (on fact)e But I think I could de enoughs )




But I'm not about to &ry o conbend with theé folkways and moves and political
Inaginisgs as well a3 tho politicel realities mo I'm not going to waste what time
remains for me trying ‘o moke mr way arowmd the comercial mihlishers, 1'11 amin -

" publish z rough draft that for all its idtations and labkdlitsies will have some

izpact rogardless of how fevr copdes TY11 he shle to goll. And 4n this I'11 have mot
my obligaticons as I see oy obligations,

The one thing that could interest i in any offexr aoal.l be an advance that would
enable mo to conkinue to pay Ree to help more than she has, in getting this enormity
of officlal paper ready for archival deposit and locating records o use in apposls, .

£% davedves no confidentiality I'd be ..ntematad in what tho auppo.wd now

- evideonce ige

43 I mcasurs loportansss and asigndficances I will do animplrtan-t end significant
booke I8ve lived oo much to prediet what it will do but I know what it can do and
if I can get to it before tha next election the possibdlitios of mocomplishment for it
mght be groaters I can do what the most oostly Congressional invesiigation lid not
do and in factidared not try to doe. God and body willing, I will,

Excuss the $3puosk, *t ia *;ime %0 oall th> doetpr for the »osulis and then I
must ot to worlke : S ‘

Glad vour spirits seem bettnr. ‘

b‘f’st »



Joan Mellen

Elm Ridge Road
o _Pe‘nni‘ngton,}NewJersey 0853¢ = .
S - mInt o Augast 18, 1979 0 - oo

Dear Harold, . S ‘

2%  "You cannnot know how. happy, how . . g
delighted I °felt to receive your letter. When it -
arrived I was in Dallas, taking a few days off to

"~ L.agttend the convention of -the American Bar Association
“'with a friend (not a lawyer) who was gicki up an
award for editorisls written in the Philadelphia
. 7 Inquirer. And Harold < sitting up there in that
revelving tower, what.should I see but: the book
depository and Elm Street, and so I thought of you!
- And then, having had enough of lawyers,; we went - . -
down there, And it seemed smsll and vulnerable, v
. " "none of the‘underground tumnels from which assessins
.~ ', ' escaped, as Jim Garrison has had it, Just this little
~place. So in Greece when I ‘'talked with Mr; ‘
Michgelides about Hemingway and Moby Dick and the
oil crisis, Yet: does this mean he didn't do it? = -
Also he made jokes sbout murder. A friend who
didn't care didn't call me in Athens to see if I
was ok, so Mr. Michaelides said, eall him, don't
wait until your body is cut up and put in a trunk
and sent home, Do murderers use the imagery of
murder even despite their desire to prove they
didn't do it? : _

[

Oh, it's all great fun, as you gathered
in your letter which came at so propitious a time.
"And your exsmples of your own courage mean much
to me. I am registering them. You do understand;
I am suffering the aftershocks indeed., Well, as I
may heve mentioned, I haven't lived alone since
1967 and this was a 10 year old marriage that
should have ended long.ago. It was warm.and .
comfortasble but I wasn't tgking care of myself,
choosing and being independent., And if you're not
independent, you cannot love., Still, tKe aftershocks:
I live in a place similar to yours and when I
hear sounds in the night, I think, it's the {;rter
knocking on the gate, as in Macbeth. This calms
me down, it's so crazy.

B{ the way, ﬁe went to thaﬁ éhabby
little JFK museum which you've no doubt seen:
the horror of it. And of the books displayed,

none challenging the official version, Oswald
indeed! People take their children there, but




N

we of course were not children., And what do you think
of the so=-called Kennedy mémorial, thatslab of stone out
there? ) ’
v The problem with the novel is that it's askew.
Meaning: the.person who wrote it originally is not the
one doing the revisions, I. reject pain now, I want . to
live and the book is about a woman's humiliating quest for
a man who does not want ler, -and -her compulsive seeking
for him, as Aschenbach seeks for-the bognin_Thomas-Mann's
Death In Venice, I have no sympathy with thgt woman now,
I'm not even interested in her, Thus the problem. The novel
keeps changing in tone, Well, at least 1'' ve figured out -
what's wrong and my editor At DialwPress.(which is also
doing the Bruce book) is a wonderful woman named Joyce
Joyce. (She was approached by a person named Pepper and someone
else purporting to have new evidence on the King assassination,
and would ghe be interested in doing the book/ Now; I don't
know what - that ''new" evidence was, but I do know she met
with them and rejected the-proposal), Y -

Ll Haréid,:be &eil! I apbréciét; our'new o
frienaship,enormbusly,tso stay in touch, .. - .

<
i ‘

R R N S . . :‘Love,




