ks, Joan “‘ellen 5/11/48
U Box 354

Pomington, [IJ  089%4
Dear.dean,

liot only do Iz remember you but you'd come to mind scveral times recently
and if L wer not so frail and tire so easili wheile I continue to work, to make
wihat record L can Tor history, I'd have written you asain,

o8 L remeuber it, you had a student with vou. /

@ A
‘he reason I yrote promptly is not becaws: 1'd like very nucly to read your

Hammet1;/Hel linan ?);;Tr( L vas their fan, i.dighidually and collucti#cly) and because
L depoend on what I can borrow tu read, standing still now being more of a no-no
than when you were here, I've also becore a very slow readsr and s\pend more time
reading for vork without regding as much. Wth;f{ ‘137 d o J / WVbMW

If yoyars going t-.;\"giﬁc about Yarrison you should oq@eak to me and at gi-"eatar
length than a lunch. I also urge you $o tape it because there is mueh and whily ses Z] e/
won't be intercsted in all the detail for what you write I think you will for your
wmderssanding,. He uas (mtc'anga mimiure of the best and the most reprehensible, as ;
L weas long w}will_in;;t"lﬁ believe and did not and as I was fianlly forced to con-
front whcn%/svtafl‘ asied for help to block what would have beon more of a fiasco
thao th Shaw ease, for which he hud no ovidence at all. [ymj Clp M/’ EfW 3

To give you an Ldea, he vas going to eharpe two actual assassins he said were

| W ) - iz g (VS
Hew Urleans. The other uas ubter v busely. 4o made up a stury to cover ke corpse
— e

on th “rassy losll, Une, to fipim{]cnow edge had ‘.:E}vsd’l'nir__us_;?elf _‘c_lie preaﬁ.ous‘y_e_a_z'i'r _19_
of an assaswin and L had ti., vhen asked, do the job 4o pake it inpossible f.r him
to do what lhe'd planned. Lou cun,?‘.t recognize this in the ;1‘113 Atrfa’};'l he never took,
that of thy sssassing. Sut L have a carbon of the ruport' 1 gave Sciambra, one
of the fwo whu arled my help when tiey conld not tall Jim out of that insanity,
and a siall amount of il docuwnentation rel'erred to. I was writing on the dining=-
room table of the frisnd I was stoying with and using his broken, east-German
portable to type ou.l S0, with no xerox there, < have fewer of the documents thah
I'd like. ﬁut L lave a carbon copy and vou are welcome to go over it. To make a
copy here and beeaus. - keep convgluted hours, retiring early, if as L urge you,
to atay ov::r,-—ﬁ&‘.’f can ask me ab wt it the next day. I've not read it since 1968,
Tou value your reputation so use not a word of his without ample confirmation.

Utherwiss you'll damase vour roputation. dna be aware that if you say & word about

{.:

1im that does not glovify him the nuts will 4Ty to c¢_obber you. B§t that cen help 4, % ’3" -

< s '

sell boocks, «..If you uecide to do what - urgey on you, best is the ded Horse Inn, A /,u.z
10 minvtes or luss away. For the rest part you ean copy aund use what I have., You

can copy alls I'1l have to o over it for atirilution on some or names. Best,

s



Joan Mellen Post Office Box 350
anninﬂton

Néw-hnseg(kﬁﬁ%i
Phone (609) 737-1950
March 10, 1998 Fax (609) 737-8810

Mr. Harold Weisberg
7623 0ld Receiver Road
Frederick, Maryland 21702

Dear Mr. Weisberg:

It has been twentv years since we met so I
doubt whether you remember me. I came to visit you and your
wife in connection with a book I was writing about the mur-
der of David Bruce’s daughter. Since then I have become a
biographer, while still teaching at Temple University. In
all I have published twelve books.

Your Whitewash bocks had an enormous in-
fluence on me. Indeed the subject of the Kennedy assassina-=
tion remained buried deep, but writing my own memoir, which
I have just completed, somehow made me return to the person
I was in the sixties and seventies. I am now just embarked
on a biography of Jim Garrison, and hope very much that I
might spend a little time with you once more. I will of
course bring with me your Oswald in New Orleans.

It would be my very greatest pleasure to
invite you and your wife to lunch on a date convenient for
you (a Friday, Saturday or Sunday would be best since I’'m
teaching the equivalent of five courses this semester). Jim
Lesar spoke of you to me last night as well. I hope this
will be possible.

With admiration, and the hope that we

will be meeting again very socn,
Sincerely[z

Joan Mellen

If you would be interested, I love to bring you a copy of
my own last book, a dual biography of Lillian Hellman and
Dashiell Hammett.



