Dear Phil, 4/14/85

Reur 4/9, my recollection of Jonn Christian is that soreone is allegedly alvays
robbing him as he reports it while he is busily engaged in robbing anyone else who is
convenient. I have ko idea how Rev. Owen could steal Jon (and Twmer's) book and do
not see how that is possible. (Turner is no less an accomplished thief.)

There was a nan, Hal Verb, who was very effective in arranging promotions, in-
cluding of me, on the JFK assassination in the San ¥rancisco area. Hal once booked me
more than around the clock. He scheduled a press conference for a half hour before
my pane landed! Except for that, Hal arranged it and I did it when I got there, without
any problems. Then, how I do not nov recall, Jonn moved in .and socn replaced lial, and
I wa not as well booked. When Oswald in New Orleans appeared (and it was when Jonn
and “al were ostensibly working togethor) and that was after Pocket Books broke its
agreement with arallax and refused to distribute it, Jonn got Parallax to send him
5,000 copdes to use in both sales and promotions. I doubt he used two dozen in
promotions and I know he sold some and there never was a cent forthcpming. Then I heard
that he had several thousand stored in the basement of t .e appartment house in which
he libed and I asked for them. He refused to send them without prepsyment of the
shipping costs, and when he got the guarantee on that he fell silent. It is not only
that he stole them, not only that I could have sold them, it is that people who
wanted them did not and could not get them.

When you say that you are trying to decide where in vour house you'll locate
a woodstove I visualize an old house with manychimneys or a new one without any. If
you have an old house I strongly urge that you have a professional evaluation of your
chimneys to be certain that they are safe. Some old houses had chimneys with no
liners, cometines mortar deterlorates, etc. When I say professional I mean really
experienced. Many laymen are, as are chimney sweeps. Some fire departments will do
this. And when you are using wood= as a fuel, you should have the chimney cleaned
evert year, during the off season, when the rutes are lower. ($35-508 here).

It would probably be a good idea to seek advice on where to locate a stove,
and that may indicate the kdnd of stove to get. Wall interfere with the flow of warm
air. I an fortunate that we have an open house, but I still use two low-velocity fans
and am thinking of a third. Jerry's house also is fairly open, but he's added a cieling
small low velocity fan, to force air into the next room. These are small and effecient.
I have a cégling fan that is really a cooling fan, the oj}d-fashioned kind that blows
air downward. I use it on lowest speed for winter, highest for suwmer. The downward
flow in the winter is then directed away from the stove by the blower on the stove.
But do consider the walls that can interfere with movem:nt of warm air. It will go
upstrais without help.

Modern stoves are more effecient and many makes and styles are available. If
you have anyone at the university who is Informed I'd ask and learn what is beat cuited
to your needs. “Ytherwise you'll have to depend on the honesty of dealers or if you
are lucky, as I was, informed friends. But ifI were making an installation for the first
time now it would be diflerent, fine a stove as *+ have and well as i% vworks. I did
not now then what + know now. I'm wating a fair amount of heat in the chimney with
an insert when the hearth is large enough to accomodate a free-standing stove from
which I'd lose none of the convection.

Be aware that those who fell trees also are crocks, so get written estimates
from more than cne. Get it to include the estimated hours and if as hap.ened here
it takes less, don't pay for more than the tine it takes. I got ripped off by half
because I was not foresighted under the identical circumstances, trees close to
the house that had to be topped. Include almo brush disposition if you do not want
tp use it, as for animal shelters, as I did. But some branches are quite good and



haviog them saves the work and waste of splitting larger pieces for the necessary
dmall wood for a fast or hot fire. Examplesthe local utility, without advance warning,
which would have enabled me to see for lumber the trees they removed, came here and
aalked for immediate apprival becausc the hired crew (Asplundh) was within two dags of
gotting here. I asked for all branches 2" gr more to be sawed to length. Where I
could see it they did, where I couldn't they didn't, and when I discovered this I
complained. I also had other complaints, so the line official of the utility came,
agreed with me, saw other things that should have been done and didn't, and came

with the crew chen it returned. I got a full large pickup load of useful wood that
had been hidden under brush. (He also seedwhere the trees vere removed and removed a
tree that had been ignored when it was a danger to uninterrupted service.) I got
about 10/ of next year's wood that had been discarded. And left to become aM nuisances

You owsht know what stove you'll be using before the wood is cut to lengthe You
muy select a stove for which it ought not be linger than 16 18" and if it is cut to
20-24" you'll have a problem and worke (Tye sap is up now anyway, so you have time. )

Stright branches or small fireflood ought also be used as skids on which to stack
the forewood after it is cut. Do not let it rest directly on the earth. It will be
damp and attractive to bugs. Mice will hide in it anyway, but it will discourage some
if off the ground. Two inches is ample height, just so the forewood does not rest on
er ground. If you've never stacked any, let me knoe and I'1l nake a few suggestions.

+ is a good idea to cover the tapt to keep rain off the top. Keep the sides open for
drying.

Jerry's address is 5439 Shookstown Road. 1 phoned and his wife told me he is
mowing the grass today. He's been rather busy at school, so busy that I've seen very
14%tle of hime I acked that he phone vhen he gets in the house end 1'#d let you know.

Back to the firewoods save several straight branches of hardwood about 2" in
durtee dismeter about 15" léng to use as "glutd," as they were known around here.
Dseﬂnma.alargewed@s.Sharpmonaendtoawedgashapeandmaknasqmmcuton
the other and wrap a few turns of stoel wire around the syuared end and twist it so
the wire will not iive. It works lilke a steel band around an old ‘wooden~headed maul
or ledge hammer, keeping the wood from syreading. Omk probably won't last as lung as
other woods. Dogwood has the best reputation. I'm using a pasgafras about five years
old, .nd about shot and two made,’ of all things, of privet, the pants of those neat
hedges ﬂwtﬁllmwhhaahveﬁmtrimmdand@.mm.ﬂehadom!ﬁglmr
than the houses Lt was struck by lightening so when T noted how hard and heavy the
wood is I saved a couple of the & stralghter piece. I've saved a ccuple of lengths
of XK bush honegsuckle to try Hecause it also is very dense. If you find that the
wedges do not force the wood apart, use a #lut or two of theg after the split has
been started with the wedges. If you do not have a splitting maul, I recommend one,
and examine the handle with care. Ash is best. It is better than an ax for splitting
most wood and you just tirm it over instead of reaching for a sledge hammer.

Wpen I'm splitting, and 1'm now very inefficient at it because I must sit most
of the time (and use a 31b engineer's hamer instead of a sledge), I like a portable
radlo. I tune to the all-news station in Washington. You ought be able to Jo that vith
WEEL, which used to be all-newse

Iftlmwoodhaabeenaaoﬁonedwallitoftanauwaeffortwputonepieoaon
top of another, using the bottom piece as a chopping block, so %o gpeak. &nd if you'll
have much to trim in the branches, having a wide and longer cut for a chopping block
is a good idea. I have two at different ends of the wood stack, each 24" or nore.

Safer that using two for chopping branches because the top one can's slidd or nove

if it is all one piece. Ouk will not take contact with the ground well, so put a couple
of bricks under it. If you have any locust, that endures very well. Used for fence
posts, etc. Af'ter 5 or more years uy locust block shows no rot at alle



A L AL AR AW A e S A

I hope that reading at least some of those papers was gratifying!

I think it more liksly that the stonewslling op the fee-waiver is first, SOP,
so they can vun their statistics up while wearing you down, and in part motivated by
a desire to cook up what can enable them to get mway with rejecting a legit request.
I think it is likely that based on prior experience Jim will recommend going after the
fee waiver in court first and keeping things as simplc as possibles

Kxcuse the typos. 1'm baoy-sitting my 95-yenr-old mother—in-law so I'm not going
totrytooorrectthuvrmthntbynmyoushouldmndahmtataigmbecwml
repeat thom.

“ood lucik,
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April 9, 1985

Deanr Harold:

Having nead 54 essays (averaging 6 hand-wnitten pages each)
on MLK and 54 on RFK, 1 am now Lin a posiition fo catch up on
some backlogue (youn 3/8/85, 3/16/85).

Indeed the advice "fListen Zo your body" is extremely sound.
1 do 40 while jogging 40 1 won't drop dead whilfe doing (I would
not wani to become Penn Jones' #378). Chopping 44 something 1
do 40 sporodically and with, usually, such a backlog of felled
thess that 1 uwsually do not start as slowly as 1 should - but
this time T will,

1 suppose that the fact that your books ane much-stolen
i4 a bachhanded compfiment fo its importance, but the New York
Times' audacity 4s siniking. Re Jonn Christian - He claimes
Zhat Rev, Owen and Hanper and Row stole his book, Why and how
did Chrnistian steal youn book? Anyway, 1 have told my Librany
Zo onden a complefe new sef of your volumes. '

1 assure you, 1 will not attempt to fell the oaks by myself.
1 will pay pros to do i, They anre of such weight and stature
that they could easily crunch my house. 1 will use them fon
fjuel and shall follow your advice about sap and processing,
ete, We are Lnying to decide whene in our house Lo Locate a
wood sZove,

p
1 whote MeKnight but got no nesponse (3 weeks). Do you have
a home maifing address for him?

We have heard nothing from the FBI on Greg and my RFK
nequedt, Jim says that tﬁe Bureau wilf take its sweet time 4in
deciding about ourn fee waiver (5 weeks on s0, 40 far) because
they do Zhat when they might have o ghant one,

Note - Bantam edition HSCA {inal Repit. p 58 - Viofence 44
a necessdary condition forn Oswald's guift, Then, 424-33, for Ray,
violence is dropped as a necessary condition (because tﬁay could
not even fabnicate a good case that Ray was violence-prone).
Take care of yourself,

Best

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/AFFIRMATIVE AC EMP.



