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)r. Phil lelanson , 4/1/89
litical Science

Southedstern Mass. University

North Dartmouth, Mass. 02747

Dear Pnil, .
Thanks for the book, which came today.
Good title!
Why didn't you tell mé you were working on a book? I might have been of .
some help.
Good luck with it.

I'm glad 1t is not a large book because, as you may recall, I have walking
(actually mostly sitting) therapy every morning and I prefer carrying a book that
is not large and heavy. .

48 soon as I finish Remembering America I look forward to remembering

Hurkine
Beat Wishes,
W
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e .
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Dave-~ the dust jacket and the brief acknowledgement that I've
only skimmed tell me that rhil, too, wants it bedieved that .
he diacovered sex and invented the wheel. Frankly, I'm surprised
that he could be comfortable with so skimpy a book when there
was such an abundance of pristine materials freely available .
to him. I think it is more than merely conspicuous that he makes
no mention of them or how they became available in his acknow-
ledgements. The dust jacket suggeats that it was by means of
his FOIA laborss "(t)hrough extensive interviews, research, and
FPeedon of Information Act requests, Melansoh analyzes the offi~"
cial investigations, the evidence, the performance of law en- }‘
forcement officials..." If the book doesn't represent that he
did it all, this blurb sure does. So, what else is new?

B 4/1/89



Dear Paul, 12/6/90

ﬁlfhough it is not necessary with regard to much of what I'll say, I don't want
to get involved in any mew controversies becuuse I'n not now up to them, so please
regard this as confidential Reur 12/1, 11/22/90, from the top.

Is there anything of any# value in The «uby 4ffair and Who Killed JFK?

You ‘describe Melanson's The Murkin Conspiracy as /fascinating." The only way in
which it is you were only partly in a position to detect, perhaps more but I recall one-

J.ulen 44nble, and only someone not intellectually capable of digesting a decent spy mys-

tery could possible accept what he based on Kkmble. The critica, in general, are re-
writing new spook mythologies, without regard to any realities or how they work. It is
also a very bad and a very dishonest work. 5y a man who conting?qs to stake his claim to
owning the political assassinations in an even worse book, The Sp/y Sega. I donfft want
to go into all of it now, and the..e is really very much, but if you have any doubt at
all, please ask Dave Wrone.

Now it happens that Greemwood Press, not Praeger, which owns it, asked Dave and me
to read and comment on the Spy Saga ms. When I got into it, with as clear t:: :7:,?}530:1&9- 7
of i have of the orocokedness, the rampant dishonesty, the utter irrationality o }'he Muricin
Conspiracy (off which I have a long anajysis for archival purpose, not for eirculation),
I decided to do much more than is usually done and to be explicit and to akip very little.

‘I sent them more than 80 of these pages, single spaced. It is that wrong, that very bad.

Dave has a copy and can give you hiwaluation of the ms and of what I did. I heard
nothing from Greenwood and I dﬂasner their question, might they show it to the author,
by saying not only that they could but that I'd respond to anything he had to say in
wuriting. I've heard nothing from him. Then Dave picked a copy up in a book atore
phoned me. He simplb could not believe that anyone would publish any book as bad as.he; Al
independently, before he saw what I'd written, found that to be. I got a copy at & local
syore, just to have to answer any questions, and I made only a spot check in the index, He
bad built a major part of this rot on that same Kimble! I had sent “reenwood, because that
was so important in the ms, documentary proof that it was all lousy fiction, not in any
sense true. So I checked the index under @mble - and he isnSt éhere. I'm not bothering
to check anything else. I add only that there was extensive cribbing in the ms. Some of
which + notedmI don't know why Greenwood would not put its name on the book. It is Fraeger's.
Perhaps it is Greenwood's claim to publish only the schilarly.
anyone who can believe any part of the Kicky White story would buy the Brooklyn
dridge. 4NY part. and anyone who would believe that any intelligence agency would put
such stuff on paper is entirely ignorant of intelligence agencles. Anywhere, not j Jst here.
You say that someone should check the Texas 4G files on the DID. I ga¥e m a set
of prints from microfilm of it. So why didn,é: he check, if he didn't, and why don't you



ask him to0? and when the atofy is so palpably impossible, why check to find whether
focky and'LBO ever met each other or were photographed together? Nothing better to do
that prove the world is flat?

AARC has held itself back only for public consumption. Bu.d is still hot on it. I
had a visit several weeks ago from Hemming end “oy Hargraves. They sald they were
workind for fud on this.

Un Clay Shaw I'1l have .« copy of an article that appeared in England for you. I'd
forgotten until he phoned me yesterday but some months ago i helped a 3 writer who

did the story. This fellow checked out all the “ritish addresses Shaw had posted, going
back in particular to the 19408. There were extensive cumections just one man removed
from the Cambridge cirle of spdes for the USSR, of whom Philby is the most famous. “e
also had one deen love and other such connections there.

I've read 'oore's monstrous Conspifacy of Une, with the modest subtitle, my
enphasis, The Definitive Hook on the Kennedy Assassination. “e didn't mean Sobvy. I
adso don't want to get involved in any controversy about it, but I can't tecall 5} more
dishonest and in all other ways as bad a book, expect possibly for Helanson's, which may
be worse because he boasts of his academic credentials, and status as one of ud critics.
Unless you collect @ar‘ago or horrod stories you have no use for it. There im't a single
fact relating to the assassination in it save for a few of the things he pligiarized. and
most if not all that he stole he also misused. &t the very end he admitted that his
purpose was to clobber the critics and that we needed clobbering. So don|t nention any of
this for a different remson. 4s a high-school egomaniac he was in touch with me. Ha
quotes letters I do not have, I've written hin to ask him for copies and I'd like to
get them. Not that i think he'll be sure to do if if he hears nothing of my reading his
- gwill. Nof, it isne‘{t even that good. That is eated/by pigs.

Wu mention Tony Summers. His Hoover book should be sbout done. Lieard anything?
Hope you are well and happy,

a4
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who Killdd Martin suther iing, Otwood/BBC-TV, cassette 1027 / §9

I looked %: this today and saw nothing both new and truthi'ul in it.

'T;,ey weav;%vithout credit, much oi' what i did IR through others, like Bili Rapper ’

and the records I got by suing the CIa thro

ugh Malanson, who later got only some of them,

perhaps from me,uand based on a few facts and the work ofl others ghey develop the lielanson/
Jules Ricco dmble conspirucy fairy tule. They give the incredible Kimble credibility by
havin,; slin Garrison say he never lij:i, then modified to cept when the BI4 planted the )

lies in Kimble's mind.

b1 41 €A 4yt

* Zarrvip o whim ko LZH

There is more thut is not really worth any time but I begin this way to ruise

questions of the responsibility and integri

ty of the producers, who no doubt consider

themselves fair and honest. (They mmm never did send me the copy of the trans:ripts
they promised and I've sent a couple of reminiers., But afte v seeing the show I dombt

there is any value in the transcripts,)

They begin with a gfy whose name I didn't ge . claining he was the only one l%x?ng 5
through a peephole - maybe Hichmond, the cop? - and saw Xing shot from the front./h]€ Mah

They use Fletch Prouty to describe a

lmost anything as a conspdracy, government,

They use a small fragment of what they filmed of me to introduce their section Was

the Bundle Planted} and then then feconstruc
Dollahite running through an alleged rccons
when at the time he usgd and stopned and go

% the finding of the package with Sheriff Vep,
truction that does not duplicate what he did
t out of his vehicle. He and they are so confused

they have hin saying the package was not outsideb Canipe's when he went into Jin's Grill and
was there when he emergedf- he suw it when he tihmed to his right. <t was to his left.

They use *‘elamson from time to time in fictions he hus dreamed up, like a Tuct unit
had been provided for security and was removed at the King part:fSreques . le debu;ks that,

It was not a Tact unit and after repeated ¢

They use Ed Hedditt as credible and
# or the conspirucy becuuse they had him p
is well kmown,an investigator for the Senat

oplaints it was removed, 7#f -/ss2/ /)l lle §rass.

a claim that the Secret Service w.s part of

ied off the spying detail. In fact it was, as

e 4nternal Security Comrittee, not the Secret

" Service, lManuel, and even if he had lied (the story supposadly caue to him fron sources
inside Ivﬁssissippi)t}mre had been many and repeated proﬁests from blacks about itedditt's

presence spying on King and blacks had thre

They use Bill Pepper on such things
“uklough being first at the King corpse, no
they do the same with th::-CIi recoris I got

atened him. e wag a spy and not security.

that T had brought to lbght as Marrell ke

¥ that I care, but they kneu the truth, and . ...
with “elandon, and they here, too, knew the

source. ilelanson protests that the reccords he got from the FBI, which are :ome of those
I got in Ca 75-:9Y96, withhold the nome of licCuliough, and he muakes a big sort of conspiratorial
deal out of thaut but it is only that the FBI screwed hin because < nade them prodfiuce more -

than the HceCullough name in that lawsuit, 7
duplicate competently and he could have got

his is also to s:uy that Helanson can't even
ten the sume records and nore here. Only he

was hiding frou me what he was up to. (4s Bill Pepper still is.) I also gave ‘e

whatever he asked for and got a student to

ot
do the searching for him, Jarp, e arr-

If the name I couldn't catch iy iyron Billett, who is used to say thut the CIA and
FBI oftered the uafia contracts to kill hing, Billetlalso iu entirely incredible,

Theytuke the “elanson silliness that
film Kinble in juil alleging that it was al

ble was Raoul to Hay, which Ray d:nied, and
1 a CIa-FBI plot. lie says he faew ilay to

Canada, vhich is fulse, and that he flew two snipe¥S to ‘‘emphis the week befo_re, vhich is
worse that false~it is 8illy because it was no* kiown the week before that King would return.
It pay well be interesting to those who know nothing but it is not any kindt of

contribution to public undez'.'standing, here
most rediculous of ielanson s fictionswhile

or in England. Somehow they m:naged tgbmit the
taking some of what he did on the Gult alias

and to nmake that seem credible omit the mgue name of "Starvo" that <ay included. But .
i , i :levgnt to i s
8781 1B hile Bgv and accurate en !gsﬁulal gan,did th%ﬂ%;}gila Z@w.ew Yelevant to iay's

as With Dollahite, they knew better.

gave them the FBI reco:



Dear buve, vigre lLurkin conspiracy! 4/21/89

N~ght befor: last + kept dozing as I was corect:.ng what I've written, rathe»
logg, and early this morning I reread the last part, and I had been dozing! ,It needs nuch
more but it won't get it because there is no need for nore than aw o recoxd Convoluted
Loumetimes, too wmany thoughts in a sentence and other such faults, many, but I'm satisw
fied it is accurate and not unfair.

Because L say sone  pretiy serious things I decideu that 1nstead of rvading to-
night, when I't tired, I'd make a quick check of my Melanson file. In brief,
hunchds and my r:colie :tions were correct. I've nade copie.; of a feuw of these and perhaps
tomorrow L'l sgtruighten them out - the file is not in chron order - and 1'1ll write
further,

dnong the records I did not copy are a number thanking we for uwy tine and so many
documents le did get a lot frow me and I oven did seardhing for him. (Came a tine I told
hiw he ought not be Guking questlons vhen the answere: are in Fraemup. His copy was stolen
and I sent hin another .)

I don't care about credit per so but what and how an author writes and credits
doss adu¥ess his persional und professional standyads - as well as what he does not
credit, what he (redits to the wrong sources and what he takes and prescnty as his own.
You find suhc thir in what I've writden anu will copy and send after I finsih this,
videh Z'11 also ad to it.

The few things I'Ve copied wiii show that he knew that what he took credit for
came out in ny litigatio:n, that he knew the redords he got from CIA are only soue of
those that I'd gotten by suing them, that there was no secret of the Fat *aun's nawne and
he got it and the reuport he (wis)uses frou ne,

In all I answered mrﬁ quesTion, gave uuch solicited advice, including on how to
reach and deal with Ray and uany strang: notions he had.

He refers to his research and teaching only as thoe basis for his intsreste as I
told you, he nover once even hinted that he was doing a bouk

I don t and if I wanted to, as J. don' t, L.could not kecp records of what + give.

veople, Yo, for the most part, = do‘mt laiow what I gave his. The file does reilect his
thanks and ap,reciation and pe:hups more.

It wlso rerflects his ignorance about the Bl and what cuught uy eye is ny having
to tell him what an ¥FBI FL302 is! «fter all- those published by the Warren Comnissions

I just wentoed, so I would not Iorgot,ﬁnote a few of these thinga. Wot ali but
ol Of what wil. not be reflected in the copies I've made and will mmix send.

“est,
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Sports by the Book: A Look at Recreational How-Tos
Black Writers in the Marketplace @ Zapping the Inventory: A New Approach
What Hard-Soft Deals Should Mean for Authors

PublishersWeek

A CAHNERS/R.R. BOWKER PUBLICATION
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with her husband and children. But
readers may not get far past the
threshhold of understanding the
“bone house,” as the author regards
her body. Mairs (Plaintext; In All the
Rooms of the Yellow House) is a person
of accomplishments, coping with mul-
tiple sclerosis and recovering from sui-
cide attempts and other ills to succeed
as a college teacher as well as a writer.
Yet her book loses much of its zest
because of her incessant repetition, in
eventually wearisome detail, of her
sexual adventures with many -men
and her brief affair with a woman.
Though Mairs believes these experi-
ences were necessary to create erotic
poetry—the linchpin of her life—the
lurid effects drown her poet’s voice
and seem more exploitative than reve-
latory. (Apr.)

THE DANCE OF INTIMACY:

A Woman’'s Guide to Courageous Acts
of Change in Key Relationships
Harriet Goldhor Lerner. Harper &
Row, $17.95 ISBN 0-06-016067-5

This sensible self-help book draws on
family-systems therapy in recom-
mending thoughtful “self-focus” for
women stuck in difficult relationships
with either mates or families. Empha-
sizing that “a truly intimate relation-
ship is one in which we can be who we
are, which means being open about
ourselves,” Lerner (The Dance of An-

ger; Women in Therapy) highlights the -

importance of women defining them-
selves, their needs and limits, rather
than reacting to anxiety unthinking-
ly—either by emotionally distancing
themselves from problems or by over-
reacting. A staff psychologist and psy-
chotherapist at the Menninger Clinic,
Lernerillustrates her points with case
studies from her family as well as her

praciice. To @xplore-what- umthelpful-

patterns of behavior may be passed
down from past generations, she ad-
vises creating a genogram, or family
diagram, going back to a person’s
grandparents or earlier. Lerner's book
presumes at least an acquaintance
with professional jargon but should be
accessible to most readers of pop psy-
chology. (Apr.)

GLENN GOULD: A Life and Variations
Otto Friedrich. Random, $22.50 ISBN
0-394-57771-X

A senior writer for Time, whose biog-
raphies and cultural histories (Decline
and Fall; Before the Deluge; City of
Nets) have been well received, has
written an unorthodox, authorized bi-
ography of his hero of 33 years, the
extraordinary Canadian pianist and
eccentric. Like the music world gener-
ally, Friedrich was overwhelmed by
Gould’s first commercial recording, of
Bach’s Goldberg Variations, and this
and the later recording of the Varia-

tions in 1981, serve as the guideposts
and summation of an amazing career.
Organized thematically (the compos-
er, the TV star, the conductor, the pri-
vate life, etc.) rather than chronologi-
cally, and incorporating 80 interviews,
printed material and documents from
the vast Gould archive in Ottawa, this
absorbing adulatory work goes well
beyond previous books on Gould and
presents more detail and speculation
than anyone but a Gould enthusiast
would require. However, we are told
that more than 60,000 of Gould's rec-
ord albums are sold every year, so
booksellers can expect a considerable
demand for the biography as well.
More than 100 pages list Gould’s con-
certs, recordings, TV and radio shows
and published writings. Photos. (Apr.)

X THE MURKIN CONSPIRACY:

An Investigation of the Assassination of
Martin Luther King, Jr.

Philip H. Melanson. Praeger, $21.95
ISBN 0-275-93029-7

Melanson, assassination expert and
political science professor at South-
eastern Massachusetts University,
has done an exhaustively thorough
job on the still-mysterious King assas-
sination. After following Melanson’s
meticulous pursuit of seemingly every
lead in the case—including interviews
with the men whose names were used
as aliases for alleged killer James Earl
Ray—there can be little doubt in the
reader’s mind that neither of the two
official versions of what happened
could have been the whole truth. The
first was the ever-popular notion of
the lone killer: Ray. The second, pro-
pounded by a clearly inept congressio-
nal investigation a decade after the
1968 shooting, was that an ill-defined
racist conspiracy was behind the as-
sassination. What seems unarguableis
that Ray, a petty criminal, could not
have killed King unaided. There are
too many improbabilities—the source
of his carefully chosen Canadian

aliases, the identity of the “fat man”.

who brought him a “letter” in Toronto
during his escape, the odd setup at the
rooming house from which the shot
was fired. It is Melanson’s thesis that
there was high-level intelligence in-
volvement, probably by the CIA,
which was violently alarmed by King’s
anti-Vietnam stance. (Ap7.)

PROGRESS OF THE SEASONS:
Forty Years of Baseball in Qur Town
George V. Higgins. Holt, $18.95 ISBN 0-
8050-0913-2

Higgins (Wonderful Years, Wonderful
Years; The Friends of Eddie Coyle,
etc.) grew up in Boston, and in this
history of the Red Sox, he weaves the
events of his life into the hometown
backdrop of athletic non-achievement
at the shrine of Fenway Park. Indoc-

MACMILLAN
PUBLISHING

COMPANY

announces its
new discount

schedule

The Macmillan Publishing Com-
pany is pleased to announce a
new discount schedule effective
January 1, 1989. This new policy
is designed to increase book-
store profit margins overall with
particular emphasis on the
smaller seasonal orders and/or
reorders. All trade books (paper-
back and hardcover, new and
backlist titles) for allimprints and
distributed lines combine.

Macmillan
Retail Trade Book
Discount Schedule

1989

Combined

Shipment Quantity:

19 .......
10-24 .....
25-49.....
90199 ....
200-999. ..
1000-2499 .

.20%
.40%
.43%
.44%
.45%
.46%

2500 & over . .47%

NOTE: Effective September 1, 1989,
FPT will be discontinued on all
Macmilian and Free Press titles.
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Dear Dave, 4/18/89

I've finished reading Melanson's b.ok but I'm far from finished typing oy notes
on it. It is getting quite lengthy and I've been quite detailed. There ray be some
repetition, in factl think this is inevitable because I've not read and corrected as
I type and I've filled 20 pages of this single-spaced typing and the he:viest annotae
tions lie aheads I nay be a little while finishing up because I've had soue interruptions,
have soue both pleasant and possibly unpleasant and really unpleasant coming. Howfever,
my instant analysis from reading the dusk jacket and his acknowledgements was conie
pletely accurate. aside from being a cheap egotrip, it is a lousy job, adding nothing
to what is knowns where he is factual and a disinformation where he isn't. It is even
lousy scholarship. He is ignorant of what is lmown and reflects this in several wayy,
by omission and by saying that what is known is not lmown. He has nothing bu* his
theory that the CIA, read American intelligence network in the bock, did it, and he
lacks even a single tiny fact in support of his notion.

I've no intention of writing hin more than I did when I got the booi and I've no
intention of engaging in any controversy about it. I also Won't wun away from any %+ do
not seek but I don't want this to hapin. I'1l give you and Jeary copies, Roger if he
wants one and Gerry Ginocchio i he does. One of the things I have to catch up on is
responding to a recent node from him. He plan: to take his family to Washington this
summer and I'1l see them then.

: Today is Lil1's birthday. I'd already planned to take her to supver and had
invited the McKnlghts to bo with us. First they accepted and then Jarbara decided she
wants to give 141 a second birthday, so we arc going there for supper tomorrow night,
Later this morning I sec the local cardiologist ~ho has been checkiéng me annually and
for khe first time has sowme he.rt conce n. Hefdetected a murmur, sent pe for echo and
Doppler tests, and he tells me the results. The technician indicated that the nost
common cause 1is a leajy valve, I presume that absent some dire and pressing emergency
he'll not recommend surgery but I'll ¥ is aix hours plus,

The fine kid who'has done my mowing for several years ought not and this gives
me an uwnpleassant problem. He reasts, allergies, and geta sinus infections, but he id
realy macho and, having overcome some really serious problems wants not %o &ive in on
this, a means by which he feels independent in malkdng Iis own money. Hot necessary
because his family owns a quite suffessful local business. So, i've #ot to get a new
tractor nower and plan on doing the mowing that can be done with it 10-15 minutes at a

time, as I was able to do for a period several years ago, I can't trust this old faithful. . .. .
1'was given a decade ago and has survived some pretty wild-dyiving bova. X'1l give Bt

to a security guard at the mall who's just retired, he'll do my hand mowing and maie a
1 tle in the city with this riding mower to supplement his retirement. We worked this
out bund'ay vwhen he came to visit and found me on my back cwrring brambles fyom under tho
large dogwoodse fo finished that up, did the same thing behind the houss where they
were comdng up in a different flowerbed, and I was better off for it! I've been looking
at replacement tractors and have to get ono that is completely assembled and delivered.

Bofore I forget, BIC has a crew working on a King assassination special. They spent
sone time here montha ago, have asked a few questlong since and, I was surprised to leamn
in a two-hour consultation last night, are still in emphis after a couple of months. From
what they asked they've come up with nothing of any substance and more than a little craps
Two rather nice guys. They're retwrning toEngland for a fuw duys and then say they want
to come here again. What took this time yesterday was not unreasonable for them to check
on but also ian 't s0. Yot one bit of it. Of course + do not know what they havebthat they
had no yuestions about. «..I've not heard rrom Lhip Selby fog sone time so I think he is
concentrating on completing his master's as fast us he can. “est to youligx all,



