11/25/68

Dear Sylvis,

The Nizerthing is good. Yours?,..Merrimen Smith scknowledged faulty

recoliection ix placing bims=ll in tos motcrcads ia & letter printed yesterday
by the Washingtcn Post, three days at lsast sfter they got mine, not yet srinted
bit possitly misght now be in an effort vo mels me look ridiculous. My chellenme

tr Smith to debete him in his field, writing, ufter he expyeeszmixsxzsx refused to
debate me in front of the “utionsl Press “lub, is unanawered. Be's Dbesn invited
to debste me in Chicego mnd if he doesn't show, I'1ll read “errimsn Smith vs
Merrimen Smith....forry aboutnths carbons. Gur finsncial condition is not good
becruse the wholeselers dc not psy. You will possibly not be wiliing to believe
it, but all sorts of vile vthings continue to be played on us, including commer-
eislly...Hence T us=e the carbons ufie- my wile says they should n¢ longe Te w=ed,
che does tue iuporisntl correspondsnce, whers it must look good, »una + use the
cerbons thereafter, I use this onionskin, for exemple, Decsuse someone guve me
2,000 sheets of 1t. Tuet mesns 1t 1s som thing for which I nesd not nut out cesh.
1 was not on the Serry Zray show the nizht you were baesuse I just could not
aford the sir fere end, with s mx series of Xrsy emsminations schedulzd for that
8.m., had no time to drive.,..further, thers hss been a consistent and successiul
effort to deny me publicity, even reference. 1T you thuniz sbout this, of those
things you kmow if you can but remembar, this is and has censigstensly been true,
espeeially in the ameller and libaral publiestinns. For example, you telk of
Boston. I hove no idea whui you are talking =bout. No -~ne ever consults me about
these things and there secms tc o a cnmeerted efiort to precluds me from them. I
dc nothing about it bevsuse there 1s not encugh time Tor¥ous consir ctive
things I mi Lt do. Someone did ¢ je: on me st HBC. I kuow Lune's peopls reslly did
rotten things %o me in Cslifornis. Our mutusl friends overhesrd some af it efter
Arthur Jchen promised in writing to cease snd desiste..S50, I will nct be in Boston
end tresume thot some dsp I'11 fnd out whet it wuS..e.iith *he Bducstionsl TV
net, simiisc thirgs hoppen. I've been in touch withthem gninf beex %o Mpy . Once
they used we, irn » wgy other than promised, on tape, eud ip - menme : that just
made Epotein lenk belter when he was live and I laid ths besis for hine..So
ETV hos teped Leue snd Apstein, not me, yet thay've besn stullins with wue uvince
Mey. Mugbe theru is something sbout me, but I do'bt it. I perfoma bebtsr then
2ny of theolhsrs cn zither rodlo and TV. Tou should se= my wmuil,..I'll hsve to
iry +ud get e copy of “he SR. I doubt very mich if they used $he entire letterl...
T ma hzld me on the phone for 5 while, t00sesl've hasrd nothing frow the T ...
I"wrote Gould, who hesn't snswersd...lf your recol .ectior of the TV show is
right, there was dlflerent editing in DC....LIFE is helpful, but it brings the
time for witchhuntiung closers...i've not hesrd from Fenn for s Wwhils so I preosume
Le's on the rcad...l've recom-anded publication of his bock ¢ crne whe is interested
end ofered te write sp iptorductlon...My own bark ic now done...I'll bs 1 Calif,
for six @eys in Decomber....vorc from Bill last week i: shet everyone out there
is disgusted with snd finishe’ with Lene, includinz even Ray...Liecbsler is being
ehullenged to debate me. ilaybe he will, but I think not...Speeter has declined at
leest six times...Apparently plsin, ordinary people were sulte impressed with the

V shew. I Jeep hewring from people who missed it, hesrd about it, und musni to
kngw 11 14 wil' be s own gfein....l'm coming up to HNY scon ené if I'm not too
pushed, maybe we csn get together for supper. is time I'mm too %tired to drive
and may have Pewer vnroblensS....lester’sy’s AP story on Himes will uktimotely be
helpful....Some of thoss who heve scunded ofl letely already regret ita.

Sincerely,



21 November 1966

Dear Harold,

As usual these days, this will have to be rushed...Your letter to the
editor of SR appeared in the issue dated 11/12/66 page 38, together with
my owu, or exeerpts therefrom—-the letter that offeuded you for reasons
which you still have net explained.

I have had a telephone interview with John Wingate of WOR radio
today, to be played tomorrow might at 6:15 p.me NY. This will reach
you too late to listen, even:-if it is heard in Maryland, which I doubt.

Last week a Time reporter wasted a whole evening for me in an
interview but Time of today did not use it at all, for which I am really
glad. They write about the critics with pen dipped in sheer venom, with
a facade of objectivity through which it is easy to see. Was also
interviewed last week by Wall St. Journal, 2 hours-—-wonder if that will
be used at all?

The 3-hour TV show was very favorably received by ordinary people
if not by such high-powered critics as Jack Gould. So far as I recall,
T think the Tippit bullets segment was included; the "I'11l stop when you
stop lying™ I am absolutely certain about.

You will have seen Life by now; I think it is very helpful indeed,
both the extremely clear frames and the Connallys' categorical statements.
Tt's a great leap forward for the ex-godmother of the WR, isu't it?

It was very hard to make out many of the words in your letter to
UPI Smith bub I got the gemeral drift, and he deserved every word of it.
He is an insufferable, self-approving, ignorant fraud and I hope you
mince him proper.

Did you get a call from Boston for the 30th? I simply could mot do it
because of my office duties and strongly urged them to get you if possible
or ¥ince. I hope that they did call you, and that you were able to accept,
since Cohen will take part and Pemn Jones is entirely too weak iu facts aund
personal forcefulness to copg with that shyster.

Must rushl Never imagined it was possible to be so unrelentingly
busy and harried, never a moment to rest, relax, or just plain think,
I konow it is the same for you, even without a 9 to 6 routine.

My best,



