1/10/87

Desr Sylvis,

After my Wmisteke in trusting Sehiller, I wonder if I ouzht to try end give
advica. Yat as I look back aver the recent months, I believe I should make one ma jor
suggestion: when you h ve little time, use what you have for what m+y erve 8 construct-
ive purpose. There were so many things on which I wanted to batiel, so meny personsl
things, insults 2nd hurts of vaerioms kinds, I think I accomplished more by getting
the second book done, =ven if in too=-great haste. This, among other things, meant
thet I had to let the first carry ecarry 1tself, something we could 111 afford to do,
finencislly. I'm now satisfied it was the rizht thwing.

Schiller 1s = fink, There is littls we csn do about that. His record is
a shemeful thing. There is ons thing we must gusrd ageinst on that. ¥We must not
attract more sttention to it. I do not think 1t will be s bilg thing. There mey be =ome
things we can do about it, quietly, perhaps legslly. I do not lnow., You've ssen my
letter to him snd to others, But I interpret the release t» also be a contresct under
which I personslly would have gotten a 5% royalty thet instead was to go to the
Kemnedy foundation. They have announced they will not accept it. Does this mesn I
am entitled to 5% of the royalty of the records? If this is the case, does 1t not
2lsc mean that each of the others is entitled to Sby in s totel that will exceed the
income from the record:

Yesterday, in.addition to the letiers I wrote eerly in the morning, sfter
I got home 1 phoned “CAU and #BB4. Phe Jack MeKinney peovle were 4isgusted with the
fecord and will nct uss it, Schiller hss been invited to ¥BB{l. If he shows they will
peeth me in by phone. Here your letter of 12/5 snd snything else you can think of,
especially his slsnderous inderences about me, can be helpful, ‘

Sheuld enyene went %o know more about Schiller, and I do noi, he used to be
a photogravher for the SstEve Post. Mike “ooney, © senior aditor, kuows him.

@onder 1f someone wa:s gres.ing ways for him$

But $c return tom my central point: you should be concentrating whet few
hours you cen s;ere on your book snd getting it out. It is, I thinkk, the msjor
contribution you cen mske, snd the faster 1t is done the more gocd ¥ 1t can do snd
the more good you can do, for once it is out you can resch msny more pecpls and
speek with more authority, If there is & bettle on the #idelines, ses if one of us
can wage it for you.

vhen I woe on = penel show on WBEM-TV in Chicsgo fridsy, with Gertz end an
assortment of intellectusls, I found almost no interest in thas record. Not the penel,
not the moderstor, not the staff, The mejor point =nd the only ocne of even slight
interest 1= what the fact of the meling of the Ruby tane revesls about the police.

No one I sew in Washington vesterday hsd sny interest in the record, Later
this merning I zo to Baltimore to be on 2 TV show. If there is any refls@tlon of
interest there, I'1ll let you know,

There has, ocutside your radic show in NY end mine in "ashington, besn no
interest in eny of the content aside from Ruby, so far es + mow, “ons in the pPapars.
I 4o not }hing we want to publicize his defamations.

onas Harris phone! last night. He seems to share this view.

1 now have the correspondence resulting in the Zanruder csmers gzetting
into the srchive, and = few other things of interest I've nicked up. I'll be in New York
1/30=I, if not sconer snd later, snd perhans we cen t=lk then, I'1ll try and get there
Sunday, if you'll heve come time then. I hope e be ablae to get up esrlier. I'd like
to be on the Gray show, ss I've been invited to be, snd to use the 4ime as constructively
8g he'll permit., I may zo %o a northern university to spsak befors then and stop off
geing or coming. But there is snother o nasquence of this type of thing that you've
probsbly noticed slready. iside from the time reguired, it slso takez more time: the
time 1t takes to get (emotionally) beck into working shspe. These things, 8t lsast in
my cese, sre a drain. They interfere with ths best work,



But thinhs have now tslwen a eertezin furn, and other things mey follow.

As I havewith the nrevious things, I'm sending a copy of thie to B111 so he can inform
the others. You t0ld me there wss = scandal in LA over the record, I know nothing

sbout this. Thersfore, I'd 8n-reciste being informed 8s fully as possible sg rapldly

&8s possible so that, for exsmple, 1f I'm phoned by JBEY, I'1l know, I am also, from
time to time, on o-her stations by phone., There is also the possibility of a Washington
followup (I asked for a tespe yesterday).

This whole thing is still turning more ou- way. “opular resction is almost
100k for us. Pressures are being put on the pepers, I beliesve, snd hava been, and
there is nothing we csn now do about thst. But the more informeti n we get out the
more We ascomplish thstdserves s construetive end. The mors time we spend in negative
pussuits, the less constructive good we do,

Nizer hes sgreed to confront me. To pwepsre myself for this, if sny of you
hes 2 ¥eroxed copy of his introduetion to the Report, which will be essler to handle
and #arry, I1'd very much spprociate & copy as soon as possible so I can annotate 1t.
Likewise if you have eny sugrestions slong this line.

Also, you ssid Pyne wes outrsged at Capitol. I'm to introduce WHITEWASH III
on the Pyne TV show, so sll of this information will be helpful, now and then.

8ylviz, the resction %o the Dell edition of VHITEWASE encoursges me to think
the sugury is good for yours. Concentrate on that, Try and bounce other things that
perhaps I ean handle for you to me. The only specifie cormitments + now have (aside
from things that will not take me away from the home-Washington ares)I've told you
sbout. Thers is perhaps less rush on my work on VHITEWASH IIT then on your getting your
book out, Hers let me heppily report that orders, ususlly 2ccom anied by checks my
wife is putting aside, are very encouraging. The meil brouzht 8 or nine orders
for 1t yesterday, the other number the day before. Cne dey last week, 251 I an sddise
fied now that I really am right in printing these domments, and all I can get from
others, with whatever references srs appropriate to other work than mine (I said nothing
about this in the sniouncement, but I think it cen be importsnt. raul Hock has
referred me to cne vary good think. Deve Lifton has promised asnother than I've not
gotten and mey not)., I have two chepters roughted out, Thars may be ss meny es five.
And I'm workingz on & new approach on suppression that 4 believe will be overwhelming,
despite my certzin knowledge this todey is s literary feult.

Bill, 1if you mei led 1t, the scerf hasn't arrived. I hed a le‘tar thet tells
me the Lomax show was sired. "het effect? And of the others, any detectable effect’

Sylvia, if you are going into Mgrina, I have 8 Seeret Service report that .
shows that, had she been s rpize cow, she could hawe been milked no more thoroughly.
Before she got enything, 250 went off the top. Robert Ogwald even got 1042 Thora, 10%
and Martin 15%, The SS got interested in this and got » report from Gopadze when he
wee in L&, Bill, plesse remind Meggie of what she was goinz to send ma. And when yeu
speek to Ray, he monograph has not yet arrived, I could h:ve shown it on TV last Friday
and could today. You canrot always do thus, but these twe time I coulds I have been
plugging it when I eould, ‘

Bill, if there was my decent play in your pespers out there on Bell's speech
of 1/2, I'd like 1t, I have the New York Times srticle of 1/4, I shell, et the proper
time, ch llenge him on his accusations, especially of "no new evidence wha t@cever™ and

"litersry scevenging, )
Excuse the hsste, I'11 not be able to correet typos. Best %o you al 1,



