8/13/68
Dear Sylvia,

Vince was here a week ago. He told me what I hed heard snd
then forgotten, that you had made & #100 contribution to the so-cslaed
"Thornley Defense Fund" or, ss it has also been described, "Fair Flay
For Thpraley". I was busy when Vince left and it slipred my mind until todsy,
when I was sent a clipping from Open City, in which Thornley mentions
you in whe: he intends as s flettering way, ‘ =

You do what your sonscience itells you to, and plesse do net
misinterpret thls letter as an effort to deter you. I have heard rumors that
both Thornley and Lif$on plan suits sgeinst me, and I assure you the dey esnnot
come to soon, However, becsuse of the relationship that hss existed betwesn us,
I feel I must sugep st that you think as perhaps you have not about this,

It i= be@suse of the positicn you have taken only thet I csnnot share with you
thet evidence I have that is relevent.

From the time he wes working on the Ramparts "story™ on the
aspassinetion, when he place.long phome cslls to me,  heve had the deepest
misgivings sbout Dave, His mum own work, when I sew it, megnified iEsse, His
abuse of Maggle, well, you know how I feel about this and her, His intrusion
on Liebeler s behalf, which he lies esbout, when a debate between Lisbeler and
me hed teen sgread upen, found me wondering even mere about him, really wheiher
he 1s entdrely withou? psychistrie problems,

What you know atout Thormley, I presume, you know from Dave. What
Dave knows sbout Thornley, agein + must presume, comes enly frem the same
and not dispassionate souree, Why not, in your own interest, begin with the
gresnmptl:on that I ecsonot share, that everything you have been told about
hornley ies true, thet Dave has every reason to belisve he is really am fine
and perseeuted guy, 18 this enough? Asssume, if you'd like, that Gerriesn, for
reasons of his own, iz out to "get" Thornley, and agein I would not egree. Is
this, still, enough? Is it possible that there ere things about him, thinmgs in
his writings, thinge in his beliefs, you csnnot amsociate yourself mith? Is it
possible thet he @3 dome, said and written things you would find intolersble
and could not assoclate yourself with?

‘ Perhaps, were you to deeide this is the case, you might still feel
impelled to do what you cem %o help him, thinking even that it i= genuine help.
By all mesns do. I heve no desire to intrude into what your conscience demends of '
jou., Howwver, becsuse we sre sll sometimes motivated by emotions rather thm
logiec and resson, I also suggest that you ssk yourself whether in what you have
jone you were really fighting Garrison (also your right) end not, by intent,
affirmatively associating yourself with Thornley.

I do not minee words, so I give you my epinion. I tell you my opinien
of Thornley comes from original msterisls, not conversations with his enemies,
none of whom I hsve ever sought out or spoken to (amd I imow who some are). He is
a lisr, e men of viojence not s flower boy (end believe me, my decumentation here
is solid end both originel snd unpublished) but @ woman beater, with pelitiecal
beliefs he misrepresents thet in actuality border om fascist (he seem to be an
Ayn Rander), end he regmlsrly misrepresents, both himeelf end others. By now
you should be in a posi%ion %o know that even if what he seid in pretemded response
to my answers to Open City were truthfuly which they were not, they are not
snswers, He 1s end wes part of the frame on Osweld, and + have his own repetitive
writings, sside frem hi:s testimeony. fe¢ made ms jor snd substantive chenges in his

testimony when he printed i#% im his "book" (and here he deliberstely end grossly



misrepresents what I =aid of its size, in an unoriginal way indicative of
earlier, similar comment, and before his Open City writing hed acknowledged this
publiely, on redio, and I have the tape and the transeriptien, so there is no
possibility of accidental error), and these are not merely editorial. They

include liberties with Jenner's questions and the eliminatioen of subjects in the#dr
entiredy, up &o porhsps two pages % a hunk.

He entirely misrepresents his own relationship with Barbara Reid,

who had been his trusted friend amd defender. Sc extreme was her defense of him,
thet when Clint Bolton wss telling me just how much Thornley hated Kennedy she
wae signslling over his beack thet it wesn'y true. Afterward, when we left, she
assured me Bolton could not be right. He trusted Barbares very much, liked her,
borrowed from her, snd wrote hexr, 4 yser sgo + had one of the letters he wrote,
and 1t is entirely inconsistent with his present ststamentas, yet L do net believe
he hes seen here sinee. She was his defendsr until he left her no altermstive.

Pe end Lifton entir:13¥ misrepresent my interest in Thornley, wnat I did
(end didn't) do, whet its purpose, what result, etc. I cannot hers give you detail,
but I give you assurances that everything I did, without exception, wes motivetsd
by enything but an effort to frgme bim, I did not know where he lived, I did not
‘know enyone whe did, snd I wasn t about %o go te a lot of troubls to find out
when I could apeek to Bolton. You will note tBat despite his nsstiness, Bolten
joined inm whet he represented of what * had sucgested. I had nothing at all to do with
Kerry's "errsst", snd 1 am not sware on any arrest that didn t follew & grend=
jury indictment, with which I hed nething to do, not having beem even 2 witness
on it, Theee is, in fact, nothing that comes to mind of all they have writ ten
in Open City and ssid that has come back to me that 1s & really honest representa-
tion of whet 1 have done snd seim, ‘rom tiis I take cemfort, for it would seem %o
eliminate the possibility I made secidentel error.

1l have never so said, but I would not be hard put %o present what I
think & court would aecept as admissable evidence thet he might have beeh a
"False Oswald", What might not be admissible is interesting, snd it, too, exists.

Well, I've got other things to do, and I do not want to take your
time, You need not snswer, for I ask nothing of you, ne change in your beliefs
or actions. I do nof ¢laim omngscience or infallihility. I de t2ll you that frem
whet I know thet + ve every reason to belleve le entirely suthentic and beyond
sny possibility of refutation you mey have made for yourself associationa that
are other then you believe them to be.
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Deapite the threats, I think it highly unlikely that there will be any
lind of suit. Thommley may be able to con Lifton, maybe he'll be able to giw
ane side to = R@wyer and deeceive him into en action, but unless he iz Insane
ought know better then do this. And the megnitude of this omrstion, too,
mekes one wonder of the rescurces at Devy_and Kerry's disposal. They seem to
include, from the bossting, those who would not be interested in what you end
I believe to be sssential truth.

=

Serry I have to be indirect, but I think the need is obvious. Vhatewr
you do, persenslly,makes no differsnce to me, FENKENNIXYY I don't eare how much
finsneial help you eleet to giverthemi While I can think of uses with which we
could a1 sgree to which this money could be put {1ike bmying 500 coples of
documents in the Archives), I do not think 1t will be used in-sny wey that will
really hurt me, Unless it wes slreasdy used to finance the dissemination of a
rether large crep of lies, misrepresentations and #ofamatiopns. This seems to have
heppened. 1 have igmored it. If this is the way your money Wae used, I sm sorry
for you, for I think it 1s not what you would have wanted,

Simesr- ly,



