8/7/67
Dear Sylvis,

I appreci- te your frenlmes end hops you wil understand mine. First,
you heven't resd the bos’s =nd do not understend how L & mdled Pusea, Second, let
me tell you scething sbout the kind of honorasble penple with whom other "eritics"
smfzha have been sssocisted and have helped. I begin with m explenstion ofxthe
sltustion irn Lich I am and fhund ayself with this boox,

“2ll agresl to do it walle I was writing ite ©~ ther-fore wrote it with them
in mind. I was to 2ot s 330,000 sdvance. Their only out was 17 they found it 1ibelous,

did not gt T savenve, they declinet the dbo-X, ani my sg nt went the roands of :
most of the other publizhers who might hsve brouzht it oup in s hurrye. ALl rejected it.
My sinle regret @ow is turt I Gid not %hen &o & Lrivete printing. Ead ve not been 8o
exhausted, my wife,upon whom the grestest work would have falled, unwell, probebly I
would hnve, “arellny sgre:zd ts do 1%, melking ne co~puvlicher in lieu of an adveanes or !
royelties. If there is any profit, we split it 50-50. Seme with any loss, 1t was their '
ides tc sk Yarrisor for the introduction. I expressed ¢ eonirery desire buy ~ 1¢9t the
decisinn to themo for they are advancing the money when other publishers would not, They
are sloo “oln it wien iheir noroal distributlon, 3%S, wili be dsnied th.m {2nd ms), ik
increases the risk snd mesme distribution will be improvised at best. <0, the-e is, 1f not
the effectlve circulati-n of the banlr o be zonsidersd, ot lesst the recoupins of the cost.

“his iz & factor you hewe not had to live with, [or you have &cn income from ‘your
reguler em loyment. *t is & problem for “arellax end it is slso one for me, for we have d
no income for four yeers. “e hove hud roturn from WITEVASH suffiekent for ms to psy for |
the cost of printing and distributing it and II and to pay off all my debts except esbout
$5,000, "o uszed gy wif. ' sovizz =n: this te mele s dewn rayment on & dscent nlsce to
live (for we heve hid s subterrenesn gerret for lo these many yoars).} sm now in debt folX
the entire cost of doins PV end will be £ inz furthe- in dobt for the ceet of doinz a
much more expensive boosk, the private and complete version of Oswald In New Orle ansy If
there is » =sirgle person of nrineinle nor one whoe suits you end mests your stondsrds who
has moved even & pinkie to help, I om unaware of ite. Garrison is willins to, 2nd we meed
his heln, .

’

With &1 tae ﬂigEus:eion ol what hs is &-lng, 1f eny of thess people of hotl‘ﬁr
has seen fit to drew attention to the fact that it comes from my work (or, not from those
Who im-efistely seized upn i* tn sekl *heir bockel), T em likewise awere of nothing ‘mib.
silence, -ith - »rinted and avsilsble, if amy of these honor:ble people has trifd %2 mg
way tc get it in o single bo-"ctore, it is news to me, Yet, aside frow the an-d L + hink 1t

ean do, heve to mry for it,. | x

/ho are the honcrable people with vwhom I have to 1iv end asssoclste? Those at

EREW, lbberal 2= they are, one heving heen Slesnor Rocsevalt’ s producer: You hawe only a
faint idee of what tuey hsve done to me. They nsve msde me promises they not only hpvg_mk
kept, but never told me they were not keepingz. 1 trusted them sn? mde e=rtsin daeteds=-
besed on them., For exemple, when I went to 2al _fornia last Uecemb Iy the bo k wae not out.
t wa: being printed when . left. Lene's frisnds in Frisco nsked ms *~ come out an get him

6@ them off the ho x Liebaler ael them cn. -aggie and Bil. felt the sams wey snd esked the
same thing. They, hovever, did not do whet the “riseco people did:offered to vey =y expenses.
Ingtes’ o7 waiting watil 1 md 8 book in ths stérss to sell, I went ocut to help, I jem
stil' waiting for my expenses, more thsn 400,00, Or Sauvage, who I kmow you regnrd es
bonorabls, and w£o you now I heve gons cut of my way to promote, “ helped getd him on
the deck Mofinney show when this subject wss hote I ofiered to taPs an introduttione.
endorsen=nt. By ccoident I wme in Phils that aignt =nd tae station wonted we to be ‘‘here
in the studio and share the show, I ded ined, finelly sgreeinz thst if he wanted it I
would, but under no other circumstznces. 1 elso tola them I woula sgy nothing unlegs he
wante: me %o, thet I regarded 1t as his show, His expression to them was so ppi.n*d
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they were embarrassed in eommnicating it to me, This 1= the ss Sauvege Who hed
no nuélms about coming to Veshington for s pres: preview of The “inority Report for
whieh I hed arranced =né st some cost, casn sni time, am for e press conYerence for
Tyaalf as part of it, endi horning in on me, making 1% impossible for me to do what
pdanned end wented to, Even i7 he hsé been made the inctrumentality of someone

else's design. he knew he was coming to my territory, lmew he bad done nothinz %o
arrenge for it, snd did net even spsék to ue, He came into the room where my wif and T waw
end did not spproach us. I lster went up to him end he 8id not even intredyce his wazes
Why« That did I ever dn %o him:

¢ ’

Shell we go beck to ths appearsnce ol the Lpstein booki Upon what did el 1
the toebr "crities”ilavish their attentions, includins in vrint: Show me = word about
my work. Need I now raenll 4o you those letters you then did not understand sbout
those things you were writing snd doings Need I refeesh your racol setien shout the
vhla slenders and libels by .rmoni and Vince: The result was to dehy me eny mention
in ths progressive press. Both knew whet they thon said wes folse. Whet gond, zTter
hie letter to Dellinger, didi 1t dc £ Vinee to come up to me in person snd say he
Was Sorry, thet he hed tBen wrong: It selved his conscience but did not remove the
hern that was not alone +o ns mersonellye There are oiher sich csses with which I will
not burdsn you, Sut I remind you of your own efforts, which anteiled mx no review of
my book, no resl es-istones +5 i4 when it was the wakk viable bock, without the
doetrinsl flous, and we risked benkruptey to brinz 1t out. You csn ot insgine the knd
of really dirty stuff thet we: pulled Lehind tha s¢enes by both puclishers, if not the
authors, vhen Lene's and Lipstein's books were beirng offered oversses inx competition
vi%h mine, or wast ‘hat noble msn £ of high prineipls, Richard Hovere, did with Yer
Splegel, who interest in my book hed been initisted by their .Y, men,

These ars cnly some n” the things vour vrineirles do not trosbls you zbout,
They ere vhet I hevexlived with, o, We ippve Garrison, who is set upon by the most
Snormous compsign imeginable because he says whet is rizht end iz dstermined 4o teke ¢
it to court. The ganpup ie obvicus, but whai is selow the surface you do not_se- snd I
think reelly do not comprehend, s is badgered and bludzeonad by the press., o ica
politicael figute wWho hes to live with this and suriide ity e is the District 4¢torney
who then hos 4o impenel on "impartial” Jury which dzil¥ ie being eorrurted in front of
his face and yours, How can he postibly de thiz in eilence’ He wes o lent for mors
thrn four menthe, “hethe: or nes you spprove whet he says and d-ss, do you think had
he m;i-aitge_ﬁ_s_ilant he would heve survived: 0Or thet we wonl® not all have been seriously
burt hims ;

“het is really sf the # ot of it i3 not e judzement of Rusro end Bundy, which
you di with NBC, “whether you =0 intend of net, out wist transpirce in curt, Garrison's
first problarm iz to zet there, His next problem is to get s hslf-way uncorrupted Jjury.
These srs the two msjor problems he faces, ond he must, ez raality rencuires, facs them
first.'+ have no doubt sbout the faet, Tor &s 1 wroite more then 25 years ago, end then
end in whet has since sen publiched, wrote alons, Oswsid's carser thers was thz2t of
an agent. 'hen you hnve res: ny “ew Urleems bo-k, which is, es you mow, entirely inde-
pendent of Garriosn snd his work and was. coupleted in early Anril (a1l 850 pezeshed
been retyped and moiled by th: mid le of the month), you will also see, I su mnfident,
8 primz facie cese of conspirscy without even the Russo stuf?, vhich + jg-aly repert
fro . the pepers, I tie Uawrls mith the right-wing vubens, Banister and the CRC, which
was organized by the CIA,.

Have you ever tried td Tight the CEAY And the 9] aps % nctiscnel zdmisistrae
tion end 8luost 11 th: press. That iz wheti he &ces. I do not kmow the sruth about
Russo, Selors sny or the criticsl writings bhed ap e red, 1 have i my oWn book expressions
of my cn. I sl believe Ruaso is not the center of Garrison's case but s convenientg
surfacing in {¢ime for him not to revesl his cos€s I 23y thise * may 2lso be wronge But I
believe its leit until you reas the FBI "Ferrie" reports, He 4id thresten to kill JFK.



4 heve woven much meterisl together, I mlss left much out for verious
reasons, lncluding judgement and spece. As much of my writinz o this subject is,
some if perheps too eliptieal, But I think you willi find enough solid fact to satisfy
you, and I cm cantent to be juiged on my writine,

Hy resl reazon for discsurnsgines Farellsx from -ckins Garrison to write
an introduction wes to preserve his integrityxand inuepenaence and mine and not to
tempt hin to oy whet perheps he should not. Howsver, + heve no spolocies to mak- for
accepting his introduction, and I em heppy thet he is wiliins to do it. Right or
wrons, he ic s remerkably brove men. He iz elsc politicelly brave., Sven if e diad
use it all efter, in expleining it to him I saked him to meke no public use of it
before Ixdid, wie re hsve you sesn o public fisure, an elected one, who would ssy what
he hes ebout the CIA, FBI and the snti-Castro Cubsns and our own national policys

’

Tou =re =lsor confusing two situations thst csnnot be compared: whet she
Commiszzion d4d in a non-=dversary nroceedins snd whet he 1s doing in one where he
faces oprosing counsel and cross examinetion, Aside from “undy ond Russo, you mgke kwm
& point of fthe number 19108, That veu do not beer in mind is the 4remenduous mathee
matical odis agsinst this being anothsj "coincidence™ (it is not in my book) and the
othar t‘:!in;.n reletin~ to 1%, like Thsw s uncuestioned comnection with the CI® and the
govermment = end andrews! identificatifdn of him as Bertrand.

As long as Gar,ison stays within the norms of judicisl snd legel prectise
L feel you ars wrorc in eriticize him in ndvance of his court case on the leval on
which vou criticize him, The 19106 was introduced in 8 legal proceeding, not in a
"leak", +f it i= wronmz, 1t will ba so proven ia courte It carn be wrong and the rest
of the cese right. It czn be right snd he cen be proved wrong on other things. L hsve
my own critici-ms, but you hove not eprrorche’ them, It 1c not the seme as unconfronted
evidence, which is what the “C ueeds “his will 211 be confronted, =nd @ not doubt
that ir will he and by *he most competent lawyers. 1+ i= I who tonk the eviieme thet
the 1. i= paying op osing wunesl %o Gar:ison. '
On LIFL and my misjudzemsnts of people. I acmowladge thie sna 4 never
erpect to chenge for I cen live no other way. But ns+d I remind vou of your own
:I.n:l.tial devotlon v ZLpsteinr 2nd how you sloughed off my cwn writien cuesiions sbout
him and hie writingi So_We sre sll po-rly equipped to dedl with dishonest people. 1
do not believe this.of Dillings. I do nol srgue with you ebout LIFE, There sre anm=
things I will not put in writing but will tall you ebout if you remind me. He did ofxar
me cerdsin help I clmest accenteds I could huve gotten ii froa no one slse, I turned
to him becsuse he has faciMties I do not and as an alternstive to ssking Bill to
undergo esrtein physicsl dangers h2 is not uawilling oo scceapt. “hat they will do with
it rem=ins to be seemn, and no one could be more honest on this than Billings hes been.
Whst they hove done I do ¥mow, and that, I think, you will arprove. They have collected
a8 vast amount of worthwhile msterial thet could not have been coliected by others. An
effort will be made t2 uze ite And 1t doos exist. Thay heve -lso made ths editorial
decision \thst I suppose cen be chenged) tc do a story on unseen pictures, The®d Hall
stuff wons ecough Te get th- FBI swarmine all over whe»: he is snd, if we get 1+t and it
holds up, is ss sensational end important as eny you cen invent, Theykalso loused up
$he pgetiing, but that is mot Billings,

Personally, I suffer more then any other from waht URS did, snd perhsps
sometimes I will mive you all the detsils. This, save for doctrine, is my idee that
they stole without credit or compensetion. They elso plegiarized from me, 1 mgy yet
sue them. Bui, despite the immediste sffect of thair show, from which I alone of the
erities &t this tius personslly also suifer, oa b.lenes I agree with Richter's ngn.‘lon.
The ultimete effect is to advanee ths ouest for truth.

-;\
I hsve turmed over to LIFE other things I could not hesmdle myselt. i‘
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else: Once I turned a live lead over to Pill, +4 we- too mueh for him, he felt, so he
brought Turner of Remparts in. I heve yet to got the first inkling from him or them of
whet he leprmed, yet it is I alone who eould fit it in plece, Or ecredit for turning it
over when they printed this se thoush it wes their own in o pisce in which they anlso
used meterial of which I told them in eonfidence indecember. I coul : tell you cther
thinss sbout Hanpuarts and ns,

' 1'm efreid that I &n not ¢ bermit end when I canuot do myself whst I
ihink must be donme I will enlist the help of those who I think agree with me, NF
11lings I bave not the slightest doubt, rlease be.ieve me, he i: an exfe_lent

investigative report ~nc¢ has mede major contributions to Imowledge,

I publiched the faet that Villis hed unpublished pictures. Tho elss dia
enything with i:t, to cite j.is%t one sxample. They peic 2 lot of .oney just to zet to
see them, end we can thersby know whet they show, Anc they did get the statoment
You esked them o 38t Jod uee IT1L 2sk him (or s ¢opy vihen 1 spesk to hiz sgain,
They ore following 1y Lovelady-shirt stuff down., They will not sive the “ovelady's
$5,000, But what slse wa= I to do with 44 I think thet 10 this ses the shirtktiey
wil! nrint the Wertin picture. '

And privetely] vleasse, I tell you $hst Billings hes besn vayins for my
phone ealls on Hhis an’ the Hgll thing, an< $hey some .o momey I smuld agh szpend, He
offered it, I dic not ask. “e trusted me with hie credit card. * heve not misused it.

%]

n Io short, I & not tzizk L am assoclating with dishonorable people. nd
think them, by vour onderde, 2% loos% a3 honorb=le &n’ decent and Lana end
Bpstein and a1l the auinsnces, 014 L ever tell you who 1 sslked to reamd BITEVATH
and who I mgked towrite introductions, without ssiing them what they would sey if
they did, end none woulds Jid I ever tell vou the femes of same ol the esteblished
"prograssives” of whom I .swught help, end from 10.% of whom I got nothing: And we
to thi: date h=ve ‘otven go help 24 alls , -
r

During thiz, which nas teken meors 5ine th o sliler of us hus, I hzve a
long intermiption from Ome Horne, who represents the British publisher Tater DAawneye
Dawney hoo dne Joesten's new bosl in anglsnd and s thiaking of di stributing it here,
I'11 get » co-y =oon. + have it in Germen,

Vhat do you think of Lieteler refusing to testify in 1.0.: Fad to consult
others and thex relused, Subpens issued, o

Before I clowe, L must verdind you thet in ny opimion 0 is & raally s:nsationsl
books Whet nover, beeides the TImes, mentioned it: "hat redie or TV program invited me
to mention it Three progrems $hst I spuslit only. »'e very much nesd hely, Sylvis,
unless we =are.to write for ssch other, “avae Yyou 2ny ides the kind of & loss I may teke
on WMI or PW or wiet I shell yel do: Show me your prgferenes in peopls with & ruised
flnger smong @Al of them, And tell me how, sitting where I sit, 1 should think of the
performsnce of two men of Whom you ihink hignly, Vince snd Armonis

’
! ixcuse the absue in iy not texing tiew to road this, + hope you csn dope

.out the tvnos.

“agardless of what you wind up thinkins of Garrison personslly, 1 slso
think you will agres thisz ic tae only possible course,

Sineer. ly,

And where are &l1 those valient ﬁéﬁfﬁrs nd men of nizh prineiple seeking to

angwer AP%ECB-E-’ IBC, ete: + nave received no lgttar‘rrun anyone :]::gﬂgcung 8 a;ill:.:g:
ness %o stert this fights Am I slone? I ssked Vince's help on & al proceeding

; 2 ::11 eventuelly shﬁ it is not forthcomning. Amnoni hes yet to withdrsw his vilifi-

cations or to atone in writing.



L August 1967
Dear Harold,

Thank you for sendiug me the flying saucer clips from the Washingtou Post.
Time magaziune receutly had a Time Essay, "A Fresh Look at Flying Saucers," which
cautiously treated the subject as a serious oue, rather than au excuse for puus.
This, juxtaposed with the chapter of Warre.'s biography iu which I learued that
the Chief Justice had played Delilah to liebeler's Samson, was irresistable to an
ex-vergifier like me:
Doth Liebeler scoff whilst TIME is serious?
Mock, provincial, wax delerious
Yet flying saucers are less weird
Than thought of Liebeler sporting beard.
Beatuik flauking Warren? Hirsute chiu is foreigu
Each sycophaut and craven, heuceforth cleanly-shaven!
Smicker, jeer, cavort at UFOs in the skies
Write a new Report to supplement old lies,
Give evidence a barefaced aud wide berth--
No Martians or Veimsians visit Earth.
Extra-terrestrial theorists may bravely whistle
But the lone-assassiu and the siugle-missile
0Of beardless Liebeler's predilection
Will take the prize for science fiction.

(As you may have heard, ILiebeler likes to disparage me as a critic of the WR
ou the grouuds that I read books ou flyiug saucers. How impoverished cau he get?)

I read your letter of 8/2/67 with much iuterest, of course. I cau't say
that the story about the persou who recoguized Hall in readiug your Ww and WW 2
is very clear to me, but I uuderstand of course your reluctauce to say too much
i a letter. What does trouble me a little is your statemeut that you and Garrisou
"both turued to LIFE." True, it did seem for a while at the eud of last year that
LIFE had reversed its course aud intended to pursue aud publish the facts. It was
during that period that I was iuvited by Keru to see the Zapruder film; and I had a
good impressio. of Keru. But he was takeu off this case, as you kuow. As for Billiugs,
ny only contact with him was the phonecall I made at your request, re: Willis. I have
wo basis for auy opiniou but it does seem to me that whatever Billings may feel persoually,
ne too is a victim of policies made at a higher level of IIFk. Iu the last aualysis, it
may be risky aund self-defeati.g to cooperate or depeud upau media which coubiuue to show
an ambiguous attitude or policy ou the casel (g, cﬁs‘ﬁo

Turning to your New Orleaus book, Harold, I cau ouly say with the frankuess that
our loug associatiou requires that I am very sorry to lear. that you have iuvited Garrisou
to write the introduction. I have expressed my feelings about him so ofteu, to our other
colleagues aud to some degree to you persoually, that I am reluctaut to go over the wnoie
pusiuess again. To put it as briefly and swccimctly as I can, my feeling is that any
critic who allies himself with Garrison is compromising himself and his work, by implicitly
"acceptiug" wit.esses like Russo and Bundy while rejecting Warkham, Brenuan, and other WC
perjurers; by implicitly coudoming the *P.0. 19106" so-cdled "code" while denouncing
the WC's rifle tests or wound penetratiou tests, from the results of which the WR
pronounced totally ungustifiable conclusions, utilized in turn to make false, vicious,
aud cyoical "fiundings" that au inuocent man was guilty of the heinous crime of assassinating
the Presideut. There, I have said what I felt duty-bound to say, aud I will not pursue
this awy further. After yow misplaced coufidence in Schiller aud Towuley, and perhaps
in Billings, I think you ought to weigh very carefully what you do, lest you jeopardize
the value aud reputation of the very important body of work which you have aud are
producing. T kuow that I am practically aloue in my assessment of Garrison, but it is
my firm conviction that even if his motives are the highest his methods make him the
greatest meuace yet to the cause of legitimate research and criticism. As always,

Ireae



