Doar Svivi-, 2.3/

Lifton hus apiarcatly sdd-d we to his list of Psersonal personal attzcics and he tried
to do thw sums Liiag in a call o me last we l, s usual ¥y full of misrspres:ntations
and wistortions. Because he really did anger me by his viclousness and dishonesty and
bacanse I hai the fosliag he was muke o seli-perving tape for ssif-serving nisusg, I
hollered at lin constantly when he would no: #Ave pe o chanee to tualk, so he won t have
much of a tape to uses I alac bearddd hin ou the Slaring faulf in bis time recons
struction: he does not account for the +ine required for the indtisl Xerays and pictures.
“f he @3d he'd have no theery of pre-putopsy attousye \Which if one tried to reason
did not searve its purpose anyway.) So he hus now switched to Ebersols, as + wis sure
W would and toid his not 4o try, that tis autossy ddd not begin entil {0830,

I've dons . bit more chocldng, The monchesto. aceount of what hapoenemed on the
Liabe, whils no% unequivocal, makes 1. clour nxd oll the people on the plane were not
avay frow. th caskeg, that Lifton insanity. So it could mos h ve bewm toyad with thena
I anyanz would hove dreamed 39 rrudng the sk of getting, esushi when nobody iy
Woo wenld v whoe cnd whone

4t Andrcws weleetarts noeowrs Lo fefind Tivee oy et S cormconicl ranwd o
¢ not used was beiwesn the pluc. AF1 was %o be 2. +he tvio helicopters (the one

t fow: off hod to have held 1T, aot the cadmve: o) TEx Ou th: sice of the plaas
Touard fhe ficld there wer: 20 meny veople, fnslad 20 lignatories. dnihe onosite
sids nothing - and 7,900 pceple arndng ot THe Lowate Bc oW Liich clonce of Ay i
neppin®? bons! (wd nobody deos any cheaidng du the < alis,

IT T &idnat tedl Rogow, I tuwvp tids Clucicenial deotrietlen o the Lifson theorys
the back gate tiarough whisl. ha Bays vhe LOGY Wa sgirited i wa  lockide I lzarucd ihis ways
I have o neightor ho etayo up lato. e is o age anl aisc aas wedicul problens,

1 asicerl hin, 3f b wers staying u. that zate, %o tape wfton on the Tou Suvder Showe
That aite noon he urowht the tape over and oL st B s iupressed uhe wrong W&y by
Lirdens e alss told w that ho sal beisn at U hosplial thet diy oovause he Woried
3 se I as an dde Foste colonele B3 ic o vet aat was thea accaiied 30 the Air rorce
dioiogical Distitubs, wideh was thore. de sadd thet oo word went arouwnc &ovout thc
easasninnbut <ul he Wi ot aow Yhe body Wer coudiy thowe, Waen Mo -2 Twork he noticed
that the helipad was all 1i% upe When he 0% .o the »up gatc, the one he customarily
usad, it vas lockeu~ mld wte uas 4o guard to oAl APe Whiu was about 6:%0. So ne turned
around, uaed ihe frout guiven was delsied no uwhat Ly w1l ¢lr gommotion, and went homee

Hoe volude ved thol there uze o forencic pathoiomist as ,auhesia, said hus recollection
Was ubciear, buy La'd have toe nawe st hbtes %o pieied So $el) nee Pierre A Finck, Bub
then ke e a4 od $hni rother than bedn; AIRI Finch was &FIP, whers he kmew hin,

iIf one tales 4.2 %ime, ther: is no poigt in Lifton's creation thut stacks up
facturllive 3t i3 an enormocus deesriion and misrcoresoniation and cunnt b unknowing.

I ¥dnk he'll sot bs hapy about the Rolling Stone roview thnat is cominze I don't
knov If *apdner 1 zeiis to do one,

I don ¢ feel badly. I'n just not able. Zy log end foot are swelling more but I can
elso walls 2 18t:le nove -nl I can exercycle fairly wells. Yostorday 30 milem at the
equiveient o 15 mphe I muess only tine will tell.

In case aminer wanta 4o do a roviow end 30 you e 1ty the naves of thase who
were with LBJ when he was sowrn io and of tiose whe were on the nlane would be halaful
beoguse 1t will shey o aumbor of wponle on the plens and pot with LRT at +hat “4he sng
Shus ablc to sec the caskeds I'd 1ile to be ahle to miote oven o of 4ho awine's
fabricationse

Excuse the fypoe. T just ot e bateh of legel records to read and 1've just finished
sicedng 6,000 spges 00 the destruction of rocords wogean for anothor suite lothing
anout the nsenssination 1. thone “ust to Rosor,

Sincersly,




28 January 1581
Ueer Harola,

Thank you for your letter of the 23rd and Tor the copy of your letter to
Cherles Hinkle,

That Lifton tried to peint a very negative picture of me in his book caue
28 no surprise. khet did surprise me wes that ne then proceedeo to descrive
his progressive disenchantment with Liebeler and to snow thet in fact &1l my
warnings were justified -—- to show that he gave Liebeler smmunitioen to use
ageinst the critics, sna that Liebeler was determined to defena the warren
Heport at any cost -- without even acknowledging that my acvice was right
on target. But what else should one expect from aslimy despicable bastard
like Liften?

I sgree that his beok will be harmful to the critics and harmful to any
rational reasonable reexsminetion of the sssassination. He is becoming a
"star of stage screen ana television" in his effort to promcts the book.
dut I feel pretty sure that the bock will fail, out of its inherent weaknesses
gnd the prepestercus nsture of his over-all hypothesis. Indeed, Hoger and I
had a woncerful fantasy of reenacting the three-vehicle, two-coffin, exits ana
entrances segquence, with the Marxz Brothers playing the parts, and laughed
ourselves into aching sides and sireaming eyes.

1f George MckMillan or anyone else of nis ilk calls me, I plan to esay
merely that I haven't had time to reazd the book yet. A4s for the earthshaking
discovery —— you may remember that he told me in 1966 that he had taken it to
Liebeler put that he would not share it with any of the critics, which shocked
and outraged me and caused me to breax off zl1l contact witk Lifton for a long
time. I decuce from his pook that the "earthshslcing discovery" was the alleged
"surgery" reference in the Sibert-C'Neill report, which was herdly exclusive,
since you and Fred Newcomd had aslready discoversd it and written sbout it.

Much of the "disguise and deception" was cerried out by Liften himself,
grd no cne can reed the book without learning from his own narration that he
wes consistently dishonest, nasty, and self-serving. His own rope will be
sufficient to hang him.

Harold, I do hope that you are beginning to feel better and more comfortastle
—— &8 you must know, &ll your friends incluaing Hoger and myself are concerned
about wour well-being and wish you renewec health. With warmest regerds and
affecticn,

Yours ss ever,



