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desr Sylvia, 11/8/72

Do not feer to fear thers. There will be no recrimination. I do not write for any such
burpose. Rather $hc opposite. Several vhings have cowbined to give me concern about you. Some
uay be irrelevant, but 1 do not know.

In the span of 2 few days 1 received a duuber of things by wail, soms delayed imnccently,
festerday's, on my wind on starting the day, is wbat iupels we to write.

4 liave Dbeen coucerned at having heard nothing abo,t your healths 1 was sufiiciently
concerned when you gave ue the slight indication you did to got and read a book on the
seneral subject, ohe of which 1'd luown nothing. verhaps it gave me some urderstanding,

1 dox hope you huve been able to emerge from it by now. Initiully I supuose it wus have been
rather difficulz.

Yeople who live with as nany diiferent kinds of gecringlt endless problems as we do
may be so immersed in theiyr owm that thoy uay be iusensitive to those of ethers, kore so
if we nave hac only a gliauer of thosc others have. liowever, once there is avarenesgs, I
suppose there is or can be mere COLpASEion,.

In yesterda's pail there was a clipdng of Cyril's interview in the National Lnguirer
frou a Yhicago writer friend. The night before Ed Williams had ealled me in sone f'rustration
after having read it. A day or two earlier I got fron Howard tle recponse Dick had gent
Jerry » month ago to Jerry's apparently round-robin letter of about that tine to ne, I also
got from Howard a meuo he had written sbout the ap warance at Peun of Fensterwald and PPrELUES .
(The last two sre a minterature of our corrupt society, going around like whore proclaiming
their own purity and being so accepted, as they themselves believe to be the case- really
sick - literally.)

Indtially nobody aygreed with me. Dick never changed his mind until afterward, when
Cyril did it for him. bick and I hove hardly becn in touch since he voved .nto hi. new
home. Yhat added to his work kept him rather busy.

i little before that I wus sent Joesten's last two. Une of them contained a levter
he did not attribute. & felt = perhaps 1 should say feared — #it was yours.

Diclk's advies to Jerry, a paraphrase of uy own, was that he should begin as I had
begun by acldng all, to think. Dick is ot avare of the long process of self-diception
through wiich Jerry has gohe but I am for I lmow what transpired between us and Jerry has
lied about it. Whother or not deliberately is imsaterial. \sctually, 1 do not think itwas
deliberate., 1 hawve labelled it what 4 believe it to be, self-deception.,) Uick then told Jerry
iuch wore simply than 1 had, that he should learn fron the expericnce. I think that is the
escence for those who may have sufiered sand then berhaps sublinmated a trauma in s1l of this,

You lLave not reflected your own feelings, which was a small surprisc to me. 1 do not
now solicit thom or response. 4s you will see from the few .nclosures, I have been uncertain
a&bout writing you, uot anxious to. I have no reluctance in telling you my ounl, ag best I
can recall them through the pressing things that would have kept them from the forefront
of my awareness. 1 have given this little thought also because I didnSt want to, spilt
wilk being for cats. I think there were but two surprises to uesCyril's unprofessionalisn
\ang L think I m.n’cimlleu this earlier), and the vigor of the assault on the honnedys by
their trusted. I didn t expect as much of what others secm not to have dectected or so
identified, larshall's victimizing of his client. I don't think you are on a position to
evaluate this or the statements of secming faet by oflicialdom. Unlegs your views have
changed, I presume you do not find tids unweleome, Lowever, I elso believe that if it has
not yet, in time this will come to gnav at gou as understanding also coumes, anu LI would
not have that new trouble added,

i had ecertain adventageés, aside from earlier experiences, over the rest of you. host
Luportant of these was my own relations with Cyril, the chunges that tooi: place din thme
quite wiilaterally and not easily wisinterpreted, and my own dealings with the governsent,
more extensive, I would imagine, than that of all others combined, bgpecielly ith the
Archives (at the top and above it) and Justice.

In part my purpose is, iu th phrase of the young, to help you put your head tozether
on this, for ther: uay yet be more of what to me will be evil, 1 can only hope that the feds
are ag stypid as they sometimes have been becsuse Yyril intends furthe: disasters to truth,

Ir the letier to Joesten was yours, 1 ‘think you should ask yourself if the opening
praige in vhat he guoted is any less relevant if applied to Garrison? Was he not also
persistent, does he not, rabidly nore than stupidly, persist today? Pursistence is not

cause for praise when applicd to the vomit of the Joestens. He, the Spraguecs, the Luds and
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their too-numerous coupanions have combined to destroy the credibility of us all. us Yyou et
uey remcuber, a: far back as early 1969 I refused to engage in what I regard and then regarded
as effort at minpp attention,

If this letter is yours, you are right to retire, Ny regret is that you did not do it
sooner because you would then have higher regard for the fine ork Yyou have done, Your
situation hag long made it impossible for You to continue with it as I know you havex
longed to,

There is other introspection I would Tecomuend to you, I sugzest you contrast your :
position on the theft, as I regard it, of my vwork, ang the tight security in whch you
held what you described as a truly sensational thing Lifton had developed, It is right
that one be published by others and not the second? Was it not the same with Forman? So,
in order that these thj 8 not trouble you later, I hope you will think them through now
if you have not alroady,

Nor would 1 have you live with and fool yourself with other illusions, Believitng the
3ralmm Teporting to be fully truthful would be one, It is not ag it does not relate to
yril, regardless of the directness of the qiiotation, Thet gets into areas in which I
thinkc I do npt exaggerate in telling you I think I spent more time than you did in the
Briting of your book, Part-truths may be bigger lies than unalloyed lies,

U will not take the time of either of us to expand on this and given the history of
the recent past, I will not change on this, not that I think you'll want me to, But if
you do, don't. 1t will not be &ood for you and I just won't do $te

himgelf to fabricating reality of the fiction dear to him,

When what followed thig did follow, Infound nyself wondering vhye I never did anything
about it until suddenly, as I now remember, just about out of the clear, an idea popped
into my head, and I gig some rudimentary checldng, You can do th, simplest for yourself
by consulting the index to the Rogs-Wise The Espionage Esteblishment for African American
Institute and Katzenbach, lied told me he was on its bourd with Latzenbach, It is a CIA
foundation and Katzenbach a CIA defender (at least). Fleage take this not as an accusation
but as reporting. * have not been able to and do not intend to follow this further, But I
find it as remariable g coincidence as I do the crossing of my trail in 1965 bg E. Howard

t, who I have Just recently learmed from his bio was, while with CIA as an illegal
domestic spy also at the literary agency to which I was referred when the Saturday Evening
Post had decided favorably on WHITRWASH, The agency with which he then was killed thedeal,
The reason alleged was soon enough proven fraudulent, (Hunt remained with it through the
entire period of asgassination activity, until after the Shav trial, his leaving being
a other coincidence, perhaps?)

Cyril has demsnded access to the brain and the tissue sanple from the rear, non~-fatal
wound. Do you suppose these will tell him other than that shots came from the back? It is
not merely the question, what good will this do us that you should ask yourself, Ask also
what good it will do athers, for others alone it can help. Mot truth, Assuming he ig given
the genuine stuff, I think that what + have done for other purposes and going much farthur
back than Cyril's request for access makes this impossible, but if they are shrewd enough
to risk a lawsuit from me they would then lose, they can &et an enormous victory for deceipt
and treachery by granting his request. I would hope you #ind it enough that as recently as

For your information, not & singzle one of the few reporters who :poke to me of Cyril's
statements has disagreed, All say the sole accomplishment was the shafting \the word of the
one who quoted me) of the Kennedys. So, we have this uajor accouplishments: meking it more
inprobable that any of' those who might have helped us now will, The Lennedys are shaf'ted,

“y quoted comment ig that the guilty were exculpated and truth was further buried, I
did not attack Cyril,

I guess Santayana put what I havein ming ag well as anyone I can recall. Those who do
Dot learn from the pact are doomed to relive it. I hope you will ~pure yourself this. I hope
you will think thig all through, sorting it out Gorrectly, separating passion and reality,
and come o wderstand that «hether or ot in restrospect you can tell yourself that you would

with the insight you might et do and want the sape things were the same chaices again to
confront you, wha¥ you dzg.!d JE.:S only human, as we all a.re.gf‘est regards, 2




