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Dear Sylvia,

There are may linanesses in your lotter of tho 1lthe Secaus I have had an inter—
‘ rupted morning and there is no tiue to rusuue work on FH beiore lunchy I nmpke diediate
) responses nc I thad you for the thoughtiulness of sening labels, which reflects purt
' of the reality of uy life - that I necd anc can use them,

L read your lottor sever 1 liour: ago snd will rercad it before I conclude,

Firat of all, and not alone because you also are so busy, 1 ecannot really aik you
Lo edit the two edsting parts of the Looke Two other reasons are you can't do it in tine
(and this I will explain)und with so litile tine, 1t would wale inposidble uny worlk on the
case you uight want to doe

There hon been an wireality in your atiitude that I argued but omece with you, for
we neither have time for futilities. Literary quality or its lack are not vhat coitrols
what can be published on this subject. I went through whis sor. than you will ever be
able t. uppreciate with WUITSUASI, where I did, by the way, begin with just the collaboration
you sugest and wound up writing the whole dawmed thing nyself dn four woelg to meet a 2/15/65
contract deadline, I then naie som: friendahips that still continue to reward e in monor wayse
When that bastard of a since—bankrupt publisher broio the contract while still drolling in
the $ill fer he claived advance orders for 25,000 copies in hardback and acknovledged that
he had becn sporen to vy Washington - I pot a private, professional cditor to read the draft,
What she told ue cxperience has since cithenticated, that unless on: bLesins vith a publichey
whose desiresare kuown and lucidly oxpres €d, there is no such thing as editing thet can
sult all publishers,

This, of courue, does not address fundamental defeets, and these defects de exist in
uy druftse Wiey are inevitable becausc of iy charecter and because of the rile in which T
have cast myzself and the conditions of my life, which none of the criticis can begdn to
conceive. It is also a by-product of the mapgnitude of vhat I huve undertaleen, lore aganin,
1 thdn: you really have no conept of ite You kuow, it has not been posaible for you to (e
hewe since my first invitation, wldch I thing wae bofore the cnd of the winter of 1965,
in early 1966, I have iiven iloward, for example, 4 winor Pentason Papers I had r searched,
two large boxes of it, and tlere is more I have yet %o Tind to give him, The tybed roesearch
for a book 1 laid aside after I saw and und.rsiood the doctrine of the Lipatein and Lone
welting is four or five iimes book length, I did most of a boolk on Munchestor and when
there was a profitable offer on it, laid it aside (forever, except as part of an archive
for the future) to fiuish OSHALD IN N/ ORLLANSG as a kind of inurance azmingt what L know
any progsecutor could do-beiore 1 vet Carrison. I have, as a matt r of fact, conpleted bools
of uidch fow Inow and nlmost none have seen, bocks intneded for poosible defensive necds
Lhat, at the time I wrote them, were realy possible necds. I ppent much more +ine sl en it
Fakcs me to write a Look trying to protect us ggminst the potential disaster of the first
,ohn .dchols suit, at bud's requost, because he undsrstood the legul potontisl as I ecould
not but L wnderstocd auough atout the rest to have thw same concerne I did nore wiiting
for ay suit to get acceus to the pictures or the clothing that the ususl book requires,
and here I am referring fo but the nunb.r of words, not the work behind theme I don't
thing you ean begin to couprehend t'e work that is repregented in FRAE-UP, the work that
coull not ve included in ite Ur the asount I have done -ince then for bhe day tlds case
may get before a federal court or, hopefully, a Jurye I have uuch wore than I can possibly
use in atLll Uddald, the weiting of which ig beun,. Longz beiora Lifion reprinted the
executive sessions, and when people liie Paul wore calling then the kaffee-llateh o1 the
old bididies, . had written & long analysis of them and half of a book on thems The rocomd
4 Lave pace with e sarciives is cnormous. 1 tlvinic it will have 1oplrtance and h s already
' had benerdeial rouulise The tine I took with the Seeret e vice is mich morc $ime than it
i Laken to write o booke L have spent so much tise trydag Yo keep the vavious comwdticea,
£ o ln La end Gan Dlego stralghte And the extent and cost of ry labors in Hew Uileass,
«hich & [cor you will never porndt yourseld to try anl understand (although you nay want
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to congider that the first thiu; I di: ther: was to get Garrison to sgroe for you 4o be

his devil's advocute), wre beyond seasure, T leact is the auount it adlcd to ay indcbtedness,
The physical and emotional toll was gsreater than snything in my 58 years. Disaster that thls
ves, it wos cotling to what it could have becn, what I was able to provent, And to this dexyy
there is aluost nobody I do not helps When PH, for exmaple, sends me o £ w of the Chs he
gets, I stop aveyrthing or, as soon as I can find time to road them, I abandon . verything -
else, and send hi. notos based on ny own lmovledge aul vorke When 1 was combing the irchives,
I took time and gpont money I do ot have to malke duplicate rupositordes of everytiving.

If I were to tace tiue of. and mercly catalogue my tapes, that, too, vould require more

time than I have taken to write any book, I now have a backlog or perhsps 5,000 pages of
Archives material to read - wateordal I have boughts And I've Llaic the toundation for as

nany as more than a dozen suits to bring out supprescrion and g.p ircssed cvidence. One of the
consequences ol this work is that I hove estublished kinds of coniidential relationships
with "the other side" that bave been rewardingesnd productive. I lLave in wy posvession

the wmost significant evidence of ofricial nature that was denied the Comsission. In ti o,

in context, you will se¢ ite You vay recall that when t is first hapened I invibed you

down to study somz of it, and that was years ago, years that uo secn so uuch longer o

me than they wore. In strictest confidence, Henry Wade will tale to court auy case L take

to Ildim, I thinkz, in time, it will be possible, and despite bis performance under thnt

groat enotional utruoil of the ascassination, he will be no Uarvison. lic-is a sood lawyer
and, = rarity for Dulles, he wa: pro=~JFK. He has done investihations for mo. I could go on
and ony but it is not ny purpose to boast buit to let you wndertsand another thun the purist
literary aporiach to what is essentially a non-literary robler. -

lere I wy, after all these poinful and despurate years of extreme poverty, oing,
exhausted, trying to et a decent nipht's sleep once in a while, wnd yet duria; the past
weck along thoso mights were so:detines no longer than tio hours, avergoed, gave for olig,
not even five. Une rizht I just fell apart, £oll asleep in a cludr af'ter super, wnd then
staggered into beds What mmicht, fpr the first time in years, I got what is Jur aost peogle
a gingle night of sleep, m normal night,

I do not delude wyself into bolieving this promotes longevity.

lior do I ldd myself ianto believing that the best way to write is with wup ousline,
or that a rough draf't is the ddeal literary vehicles

Aside fro all the othor very sorious problems of our lives of which you have no
glinver, all the other things with which 4 have to eontend thet no critic rcally imows and
of vhich few have oven a hint, every singls time I do anything, subhconsciously i ask uyself
if T ought not be doing another thing., Every single thing X do is at the expense of soumcthing
I do not do. liatrually, to a degree, tlic i true of cveryose, but I ag here relerring only
to work on th case, And, wifortunately, I have forgotien more than most peovle loow wbout
the case gl ply beceuse I am into co cuch of ite

I ‘moak no pliwidits, but I am alone in havinf devotud my entire 1ife to it sdnee the
asceosdnation, anc this iacludes laying: zside two books one of whicl hwad cwery promise of
paldne o profitable movies snd I do dhis with an intensity no youth you have cvor scen
can today equale ihen I wa: already weary and on the road, making ap earsnce, I wore out
shifts of ldds in G o various cities to which I went-and that wan what no. secuz s6 long agoe

Dith all of this I have the urgeneies of lif'e to meet. Right now I an Leldnd in uy
taxes, aml every year, with no income, to merely scrvice my debt I have to find 52,000, With
no ducone, yet. Can you imagine how 1 feel whon I tliink of what tiis has done to .y wife?

4in all ereas it has wade of 1w somuthing nIx never was, a patiwnt wm,. That onc arca
is getting ay lmowledge on paper, It does no good in uy hoads

I have hod, frou tine to #ise, when 1 felt I had to aveid the fact of ti. cunty
long discussions \by mail) with a nwiber of exoerts, ransng frou a prefegsor of litorature
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© at o uajor wdiversity to the editor of a poetry journal, on iy writing. This cditor said

he ha never secn ag thorough and dispsssionate an appraisael of lds o work Ly any writcre

50, L tidnk £ ewn fairly say it is not because I am unaware of these delicienciess
1t is, rather, because, rishtly or wrowgly, I have decided that gsomething else lo wmore
imphrtante out 1 hoeve made efforts to overcouw theme Mor exanple, whgn our rolationship
uas bobber, and despite the evil thing he did to me very early, I Vinee if he could
\as his gwm *.ute.'.a.J1 ? eagily pemita) arrange for ne to have a young coll.oge graduate as an
edd tor~in-residé Tor whom 1, with all my debts, would probidé the necessities of life
when I am hard put to provide my ovme Three or four years &0 I had that uch researched
and, I ik, ready to write. I have tried. I also tried foundations. The help is not
avellable, People are long on tali, clort on performances ind I do not go around asidng
porsonsl holp. t.cept when it is not for me but for the work, when I do sorwtidmes geck the
an. 1l suns I do not haves

Hagide, for ggm le, begged ue to go out to Colifornia in Jeceuber 1960 and get
Liebcler of. of Laneds (meaning everybody's) baci She and bill begged me, several tiues,
earlier. I abandoned™WWII and did this. Lieb.ler then fled, bu: b dic fall silent in
fleeing until Garrison raised his head, And then I went oub again, and if it .as ny worst
performance of Very many, and if it cmmd when 1 wao eMhausted and had worked around the
clock, ho has becn silent sinee thene With all her wealth, a1l Meg ic came up with is a

 lass ol Gcotbh and a ham sandwich onliiipid breade I aw still in debt for whet that coste

What it did 4o the abundoned book you econ imagine, What it did t o my wife, who alone lmd to
wrap ahc uall eopiecs, you con't inagine. She worse out every pulr of gloves she had and
her hands were torn for a konth thercaft re You know sart of th thanks I gol from Lene,
and you woll know wiab laggde could have aforded. The fact ds that rather than their
helping ne, L gave them about 10U coples of the bookgyfroe, for them to use. .nd the Li
commdtree Llater retwmed some for credit! Bili is the ouly exception to tha mille of whicim
without stopping to think, comes to wind, that no person of our years has cver arranged a
single apocarmnce for e, It has all Lewn the ldds, except that “al Verb is in Letween

in age, sand he was great. In fact, when I nocded a place to sleep in La, kuggie ddantt
offer it, Tiat time I slapt on the coucl of a youny divorcec who risied her puputation
whtn she learned, late at might, that I had no place to stay. ;

Bocause L wao from thie rirst aware of the problem you raise, I asked lagie and
“i11, when were then after ue to go out therc anu help them, to read the ms of Wull,
They wltimately sent it beclk with nothing but raves-not even the coriection uf typos!

S0, I face a futility, Bxceot that IR did come down and go over the draft of the
final part of Fi, ioch has read and wade valuable sug estlons about part of what were
necessarily climinated frow FullE-UP, as dld Bernabel. It has been a long, long tice siice
I asked soveral peovple who had copies of the two parts of Fil o wale soccific ouy estlons,
I have & iew Lotes and thoy are filed For when L can do that myself, somsthing I expocted
to be well inso by now. seople talic and citicize, but thoy do not do. 4li, ol couwse,
have tacir own problias, their own lives. it this does not rulieve rdnes

I shominate sending out wnruad lutters, for among dther things, L lknow hou terrible
ny typing ise Yol I do it bocause that would take time I ean othervise spind on vorke
With each thing L do or do not do, this iz the decision + u st make. T have so uany started
things toet should be comploted, you can't begin tp inagine how dany.

Long ago,,erhaps wien vell roprinted Wi withoul changing oven a co.ua, I e¢ame %o
believe that the guestion on tlis sybject has nothing to do with coniurmity with normal
literary standardse dhroug thelyears I have had thousands of lettera from the wileilered,
ang they fortify my veliefe I still jut them, aliwost daily, ind the nost impirtant thing,
1 believe, is trying to make the inforuation available, rvuardless of Literary perfection
or defect, 1 siuply will sol spend Lours crossing ts and dotiing is. I'll zmstiegm



produce sonet dag with 1t tinc.

Phig ,sticr, for exmpple, cost me the walk L have Yo tying to take overy day
it the skort relaxing dip 1 take in ouwr po.l bwlfeor: lutieh, to uldeh oy wifo will
momenterily eall e,

lio versonal afiront is intended, but when you speak of a collaborutor lik:s Cook
you iliustate how little you have been able to wecp up with things-and people. I doult
il yowieon begin to undertand how unlilke: the rest of his fine coreer he 1o on thin subjcchs
Ur, if you have secn it, how 1lit le you cun wndert nd of lis Nation plece., Strenge things
happen to all ot us (1 don't oxenpt myself) on a mubject lik  tids, with nll the problems,
all thwe power ol the opposition to ite Hgps got luvolved aw woudd otherwise be irpossible
for thosy peonle, and Coul is a conspicuous exemple, L'm surprised you do roh lmow or
if you :miew rocell the antecedents of his 1Y96u crap in the lations but thds current tidng
ig an incredible sycophancy an it is a dishonesty.

I aromdped 1.d rorcad your let .er, but I'1:. ugt have tire. 1 apwlosize for tlds.
by wife wil. goon be ealling we to lunch, and fter that 111 have to et onto other work,
I am acutely aware of the lirdtations of tnortality as I an of the inevitable colenueénces
of the abugo I have heaped upon jyself for years to attempt whot I have at cupbeds I am
ime  determined to accomplish as aich of it as nay be nospible, with thosc conpromises and
costa that are inevitable, There is another limitation on mortality that is uot o function
of abupe or aging, and of) thic 1 have often erough beun uade swares. & have ehotes, I
progent hngards, to those with a willigness to geck wat for theu is a solution tlad none
of us hpgs.

dut beiore 44l culls e, theru is atotlior aspecet of Thdiz you showld conslder, If
con ergial publicatiou is posuible with any of {this uork, tioge thidawy you adiress are
automatically coupensated for in publicatioi. lvery house edits. It is one of thcir
calculuted contss Uome of the thingn that soue of iy fricnds diplike inwk uy work are the
icentleal tidngs for which I have recedved editorial comendationss While 4t ig aod,
of ¢ournu, fruc in 8ll1 c.ses fas vith clarity), by amd large what youlare telldng abouk
is Like beauty, in the ndnd as beauty is in thi eye, Whe worse tragdy is that, au with

Cldla*UR, the editing is  thet of wideh I have had mosty 1f not all compleints.

Do not fueel it in incumbent upon you to responds I didn't have efiough tins for
other work, you raise seriius, responpible, well-infonded points that to a degree 1 felt
I should anguer, In the last aualysis it is I who mmst decide how to gpond ry tise, and
long ago L made that déeisions I luve sousht holpe From. some, wnlile you, it was available
and was not offfered or provided. You know liow short o time it has been since liovard was
here. fut in thoat fixe my wife hap rotyped a third of what he road or about as imwch as
bpstein's book rupreseits in words - and this while she hau been unwell. -2d had to do and
has doue other thiigse Thin dias the pace of our declining yourse Would you rother wve me
leave work uudone?

As soon ga I can cub the Lirat port anc defuge the seebud, idintified an III, T w111
paste up o ugter of them for the wnlilecly cvent I can arrange a nrivate grinting and wdill
then roturn to othor wilting. Und sguing, .nd re earching, and in biofwecn tine I have other
sulte to attend, 1ile out o,d one the government has beun delayiig, for the ruin of our
Tawm by heiicoptors. Yhey are supiosed to have quit stalling and bogin negotiating, oo of
lavt weelk, but they hnoven'ts I uay have to drop eoverytidng s propare that case for trial,
4s 1 begnn, there are complexitises in owr lives of ulidch none arc aware, and the extent
of iy wori is also gruater than anyone, even Howard, who has become quite fardlisr wibth my
files, cun bogin to imagine,

But do not misundertand, for § very much apyreciate your ofier, uore because 1
Aow 1t rupresents a real sacrifice, It just isu't foasible. I won't wait that longe
In fact, I huven't with this new parte Sest wishes,



