Memphis Agrees to

. ' By Charles R, Babeock |~
¢ Waahington Post Btafl Writer

In what,ls deseribed as a precedent-
actting agreement, ' Memphis officials
have signed a court settlement prohib-
iting police spying on political groups.

Jack Novlk, an attorney for the
American Clvil Liberties Unlon, sald
vesterday that the setflemeirt is the
first of Its kind In the country. The
precedent Is impottant, he sald, be-
cause the ACLU is involved In similar
sults In several eltles, Including Wash-
ington, D.C,, Chicago, Houston and
Detroit, and has been worklng to get

other cities to pass ordinances bar-, 'might touch op First Amendment

ring such Intelligence-gathering,
In the court settlement, approve
Tuesday by U.S. Distrlet Court Judge
~————
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But the clty agrees not to enghge In
any form of political Intelligence-gath-
. ering In the future. This includes, pro-
hibitions against using informers or
taking phetos or llcense numbers of
‘participants at public rallies., 1
* To'efisure that such surveillarice ae-
tivities aren’t shifted to another intel-
‘ligence unit, the city also agreed to re-
view each criminal investigation that ’

rights, according to the coutt order.
Arthur J. Shea, deputy city attorney
in Memphis said in a telephone inter-

.. the police to malke sure.
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" view «.m.unm_.u&u.,._»rwn. Jwr_m._. ult, was &
‘backiash from ‘the '60s \" . We_ had
organizations, we . didn't. krow' wha

!'they were doing. It was the .__uwﬁ.w_

: ...,..“.. el ey

‘“Hindslght is always 20/20, We: can
.see now there were transgressions,
.but we were trying to make sure the
city didn’t burn down more than’

_did,” he sald.  ° Mg R

“We agreed to do what we've alway:
‘-béen doing, following the law.”: & it}
Novik .sald his side's ‘demands for
money damages Were dropped &s part
of-the compromise settlement.. ;"7}f-
“We ‘'hope this‘dmounts ‘to’ an’ fc-
knowledgement by the cily' that it's
possible to have effeclive enforcement
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PoliceSpying on Political Groups

oY of the eriminal laws while avolding al-

Atempted lnterference rwith First
.>.=a2_.=5=n nctivities,” Novik apE,..
. The sult wad flled two years dgo on

/. behalf 'of politicial activists In Mem

* phls, who asked city 'pollce for their
‘ E...a. E.?.S find that they had been'
¢, desttoyed hurrledly, £y
" .Through depositions over the next
several months, however, ACLU attor-
: neys established that domestic intelli-
' " genge "unit informers Inflltrated the
. leadership of many groups. The unit
* collected material on a range of activ-
7 ities from the Ku Klux Klan to the,
~* sonitation workers' strike that took
Martin Luther King Jr. to Memphis in
1968, Novik sald. R
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