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trigger the fall of all South-
east Asia? Would that consti-
tute a grave threat to the

West's security? . .. It seems
beyond wunders in-
credible, that we did not

force ourselves to confront
such issues head-on.”

those were answerable ques-
tions, then or now. And what

gives him such a clear hind-
stg:ht. that our fear was exag-
gerated?

Recall. What were
afraid of? The Cold War. 'ﬂm
Soviet Union. Communist
China. Communism, Nuclear
weapons.  Totalitarianiam.
E ansionism. Those issues

been earlier confronted
head—cm by the United
States, and a decision had
been made: Contain the red
tide and the evil empire,

McNamara is right: We
didn't know what would hap-
pen if the tide or the em)
was not contained in
nam, or anywhere else, But

In the end, the good guys
won, so why the waili ng’

WAR TALK: Defense Secretary Robert McNa-
mara and Gen. William Westmoreland, com-
mander of U.S. forces in V;etn.am, after a strat-
egy meeting at the White House in 1967.
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Ben Wattenberg is a sen-
ior fellow at the American
Enterprise Institute.




