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tralization, there is no admission
that the cocksure secretary of de-
fense’s flawed military tactics made

sure the war not be won.

John Paul Van, the U.S. official
who so well understood Vietnamese
realities and gave his life in the
1972 Communist offensive, told me
many times that there were two
ways to defeat Hanoi. The first was
an allout US. mili effort

inst North Vietnam. Fearful of
inese intervention, McNamara
bitterly fought any toward that
approach. course was




