DOUBTS and  rumours persist
about the identity of the killer —
i Killers — of President John F.
Kennedy

Buoks on the subject have multiplied
aml a rash of documentaries and discus-
sl programmes  has broken out on
lelevision

That this should happen almost 13
vears afler the assassination in Dealey
Plaza. Dallas. Texas, on November 22,
1963, nevds some explanation.

A new lease of life was given to this
Rennedy industry by the Freedom of
Information Act in the United States.
whereby any citizen can require agencies
ol the federal government to supply
infurmation — including documents —
provided these are not on classified lists
affecting national NSecurity

Sinee it difficult 10 argue that events
surrounding the assassination of a Presj.
dent more than a decade ago constitute
mahwnal security”, writers and Jjournal-
ists in the United Srates have had a rich
harvest of decuments from all sorts of
archives in Washington D.C.. and bevond.
The results are now appearing in full
spate

The central question continues to be
whether the Commission of Inquiry
appuinted by Kennedy's suecessor, Lyn-
tiun B. Johnson, arrived at the truth when
11 concluded that Kennedy was assassi-
mited by Lee Harvey Oswald, alone.
unaided, and with no other persons
mvolved, at home or overseas. An
assasyination — especially of a head-of
state and even more especially, of so
alluring and vouthful a President as John
F. Kennedy — always attracts conspiracy
theories

Such theories can go all the way from
the notion of 4 local political conspiracy.
In one invelving collusion by local, or
State police, 1o grander theories involy-
inz the CIA, the FBI. and bevond that to
the KGB in Moscow,. or Castro's agents
uperating in the United States.

Untidy rébortﬁ

One hook which appeared in 1978, by a
former London solicitor. Michael
Eddowes, argued that when Lee Harvey
Oswald defected to Russia in 1959, he was
killed by the KGB, then a substitute
resembling Oswald was  trained, and
relurned to the United States (complete
with Russian bride. Marina *“Oswald"
for counter-intelligence activities. -

The aithor did not explain thé
astounding ability of the Russians to
manufacture a twin for Oswald. complete
with Texas drawl, who could fool even.
Oswald’s mother, his elder brother, and”
other relatives who had known Lee
Oswald since birth, But at least it
illustrated the attraction of conspiracy
theories for those looking for them. )

That said. there are certainly some’
untudy features of the official Report y
Ihe Warren Commission into the assassi-
nition of President Kennedy. despite the
impressive array of Senators, Congress-
men, and legal counsel assembled to sift
the evidence presented to it under its
chairman, Earl Warren, Chief Justice of
the United States Supreme Court. As it
stands, the Report — first pu_bli_shed_m
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Marina was always attractive to men,
anil she enjoved, even basked in their
admiration at home in Russia. and then in

bride, Marina Prusakova, Dallas and New Orleans, where she tried
The “Lepend” which Edward J ay 1o settle with the Young, insecure. penni- .
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unravel the seerets of Oswald’s mind, and
his paolitical convictions. On both those
taunts it seems to fail to add anything new
or substantial to the existing accounts.
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ol Marina's capacity for attracting admir-
ation from both men and women. Perhaps
here,  somewhere in the recesses of
Oswald’s resentments and his personal
sense of failure, lies the explanation for
what happened in Dealey Plaza In Novem-
ber, 1963, By then, Oswald’s marriage was
practically in ruins; he had no prospects
whatever, and he was taking steps to
return to Russia, by way of Cuba.

When visas were refused, and when
Oswald found himself baulked on every
side by the combined bureaucracies of two
super-powers, did he seeks revenge on
hath systems because he began to suspect
the truth — that neither side had any use
for him. and that he was exposed as a
uscless nonentity? Perhaps somewhere
there, in Oswald's private humiliation, lay
the seeds of a futile gesture, the enormity .
ul which was hevond his comprehension as
e tried to face his own bitterness and
despair,

These two hooks are not the last word on
the Kennedy assassination and the
strange  events which surrounded and
fullowed it. There will be others, because
the tragedy has moved from the level of -

. historical event to that of myth — a myth
peculiarly suited to our time. with its
sense of banished hopes, its cult of °
violenee, its voyeurism, and the
svductions of irrational doctrines. All of
these came together in the contorted
persanality of Lee Harvey Oswald. who
was ultimately a figure of tragedy, not of
evil,

We  still lack  certainty, bevond a
reasonable doubt, of how and why John
Fitzgerald Kennedy was murdered in:

Dallas in November, 1963, 3
] Edward Jay Epstein, Legend: The|
S - World of - Lee Harvey Oswald]

(Iutchinson. £5.50). Priscilla Johnson |
McMillan: Marina and Lee 1Col||ns.i
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