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Dear Jerry,

ﬁy all means send the enclosed lutter to Yeorges If he is a man and wants to
recapture what he can of his reputation, he may try to do a different and honest book.
ilthough 1 don't think his ublicher will go for it, if UGeorge is a man he may trye.
Don't try to persuade him. If it is to happen, it will have to come fro: within hime
Also, don't expect either, lis making the decision or his publisher going for it.

However, there have been a few chenges. Former Department of Jusiice people are
showing some doubts, from Hemsey Clark down. It is not hopeless on that score. They
will have to realize what loover did to them first, and I think it is still beyong

theme

Incidently, the thinks about my past that 1 say are true. those 20 kids did kuow
that with 20 to one odds, and really wmore because some of them were protty big and
pretty rough, they hal had enough when it was overs 1 was a terrible mess, and I ached
for days. But I was back in school the next day and not ohe ol them ever bothered me
again, nor did any ever nake another anti-Jweish remark to nmes

It is 1ike I told you with Stoner, he leaves me alone, L leave him alones Field's
atarted it and you saw what I dide I could have gone furthers Actually, before editing,

I did.

liow, on the show where I did really mess up, for I should have gotten indignant
sarly end forced them to cut me off or let me cut ¥rank up, it is not as bad as 1
indicate, for I didn't want “corge to know, if you send him the letter, that I éid get
us much fron Frank as I dide I got him to admit that the ¥BI helped him in both llemphis
and Washington, for exsmple. All those reports he sald he read are not HMemphis police
reports but those of the FBI. Bud is due here tomorrow and we,ll see what he thinkse
I got envugh so that if I want to take the time I can sue “Yoover for kkm them under
the Freedon of Information law. Whatcver was shown Frank must, under the law, be shown
to me. “nless Bud wants me to I'm not going to even aske And I will not make a fight
for this stuff without knowing what I do not kow know that is being held from me not by
the FBI because it would eripple my fight for the stuff. You see, ! have already nade
such a written request of “oover, long, long ago, and I can procecd any time I want toe
The suit I filed and won is only one of those possible., I have wasted too much time in
futilities and the time has come when + must stop wasting time., I've got to know what
there is to know first, r

And I've got to get to other mail on which I am behind.
Sincel'aly.
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4/8/72
Dear Jerry,

wrdinarily I try and answer each day's mail as it coues to keep it frow accumuluting
and interfering vith other sork. #a you also know, I try to explein things to you as best
1 can. I may not always be right, but by now you lmow that for the most part 4 have been
wnd after all taic time you have your won ways of knowing whether L try to be honcate

The interruption in this case wa: a strange and unexpected one, one I did not expect
and one in which 1 aot only did not do well but made mistakes that three or four years
azo 1 would not have male. In part it comes from recognizing en obligation to an old friend
who was decent when most in the aedia were not, a men vho is or at least was when i lmew

him wiet st11l think is a good uane

An you lknow, Uoubleday has gone cut of its way not to send me the copy of srank's
book. They lmow me and Frank does. lie was, as I told you, quite hysterdeal when I touk
dude and Dwyer, together, apart on that IYC IV show. They kmow 1'm Lrolke and won't buy
the book, that I am into too much, and the longur it takes for me to get it the less
furdliar I can be with it . hen -IF he does — Frank confronts with Fields. So, I hadn't
seen the booke They I got a call from WBZ, Histon, to ask if I would confront Frank on the
Jersy Willisms show. “his is the guy I mention above. I knew him when he was on Wik, wldch
is a station you know, and I was actually offered a tddk-show job at the station he Left
i Hoston but decided against ite His producer said he'd airmail me a copy of the book,
but I knew it couldn & get here in time and that if it did, vithm only ome full day in
betwesn, L'd nos be Zble to read it So, when I went to Washington on the Iifth to do a
IV show L borrowed a copy, skiimed it Ly the index, by subject, and hac enough ready if
£l show were to rustrict itself to the fact ol the as assination.

ItdidnAt, nor did it go the ay it was promised. Frank was therc, sloug with the
traditional publicity nan, and in the last minute he crybabled on them and szld he wes
afraid I'd make personal attacks on hime So, in the last minute, they asked e to please
rostrain uyself and rostrict myself to short answers and not to crogss—exardning him. A%
this puint, and in the last minute, I hud the chalee botween telling them to go to or
secin; it through. The deck is sbacked enough when one is on the phone onc the other live
in +he stuidoe For the first 15 ninutes my phone wasn't even live, so when I tried to
say soucthing it couldndt even be heard. By then he had gotien so many lies on the adr that
had I had the rest of the show uninterrupted I could not huve caught up with thems Then
tliwy let him make long .pecches avout what had notidn, %o do with the kiliing, and vhen I
20t to ask Idm a question he couldn't answer, he wandered and they let him. What he says
ebout th: rifle is reelly farout. “'e !mows nothing about it or its operation after all-
that great labor and investigetion he describess. So, of all the things that for about 10
rdnutes he rambled ab ut, begimuing with "let me explaln", I recall that Zortugal wes
included and nothing about the rifle wns mentioneds be actually says of a pump gun that
Jimy had it entirely unloaded awaiting his shot anc then, to save time, he put a single
bullet in +ho broech by hund and, because it takes longer, would have put the clip in
later if he needed anothor shot. You know enougn to measure Frank's inner desparation I'rom
tidge and I'm telling you that althoush the station s eltered hdm effectively, 1 qwow for
surc that the old whore was shaldng during the entire shows He has been afraid of me since
the liow York show ani since reading my book, in widch thede is, despitc the cheap trick
ligllillan tried to pull, no real error.

Whon I sqw how it was going what 1 should have donc and wiat + hive done in the post
tho few time this has been pulled on me is say look, we talkabout the subject or we don'te
4o s minute we haven'te If we don't from now on, I'm wasting my time. I won't be purt
of duceiving the audicnce. So do we get dovm to it or do I say goodbye. and hangup if they
st111 crap around, But I don't think ny bedng paticnt end tadng it this time will fool
Ffank, lle is a pro, he hac & pro at public relations taking him around, wnd I roally think



he wili not face e, even indircetl. again, despile sgrevment, I think he lock tho suts

anc knows how crooked his vork is wng I thiide Mo flack will o buttor than to run the
riske In any event, there is only one man still in the tal. =shoy business to whom I feel

th. personal obligation I do to Jerry Willisms and I have written hin to tell him that if

he invites Frank (as the 2k {lack will undoubtedly seek) and then invites ne to confront
(strict couplinace with FC¢ regulations requires that or a separate show for ue), I will
accapt subject to two thinkss fair division of the time and his keeping Frani on the subjeet,
If he tells the flack this, they'll glve that show up, mark my vords, and as of toduy, I
think we 11 not see him in liay, I so hope we do,

George, frank and the others don't wderstand ne or what drives me. I don't have to
be broke and in debt, I think these assassinations have been g Dajor part of tearin : the
country apart, that ell the Jubsequent crookedness is part and pracel of 4l corruption
of governaent, in the political sause, that has becoue so vermeating, and that it ig iy
obligation as a writer and & citizen to do what I can to help restore a decent society,
Iven the curse on me in publishing for various reasons, including making a success of the
Tirst underground book, can be overcome, L have turned down two offers in the past year,
and one of them could well make a movie, 1t doesn'i suffer the curse of politicel assassina—
tions, which gets to the guts of seoeity and government and, of course, of tho saintliness
of Hoove the Indispenaible,

Joubleday s people as well as Frank know what I did on that show, “mank was so hysterical
after it that Re came runndng up to me. It locked so menacing to a kdd in the audience,
who had a tape recorder with him \and + he audience became tine and lined up to shake hands
after the show) rushed up behind Frenk and turned the wachine on, “hu: I have that CoUVErsam
tion, in “rank'y voice, and at the proper time I will give Jimgy's lawyers a dub for it
iacloses a gross official impropricty. If he doesn't, they lmow me fron other debates.
After one on radio with “ouis dizer, four hours Tepeated four times, or sictecn hours,
Niger first got me ideked off a IV ghow to which we hag agreed and since has beecn totally
silent about political ascassinations. le is a ldnd of ey York Foreman, ind Frank knows
that after flying all the way to llew York for the publicity. Foreman fled the studio when
he hearmed for the first time he was to race ne. They also lmwuw of earlier shows 1 did
there, Jo, if they know in acvance, I expeet them to glve up whatever show they seeck on
which I will appear, even though they need enormous exposure to break even on the deal,

There is nothing we can do about that, There uay be nothing we cen ever do, but I
think not. I think they major nets will vorry about the FCC and I have tyo letters from
two of them so indicating, for I have raised tha question in advance, We 11 ses,

Anyway, don't send me your copy of Frgak's literary whoredom, I have & borrowed copy
and Fields has gotten after them Tor not sending m: one after a monthe He told ne yesterday
they have promised to do it dlmnediately,

Thank you for warning we thas George now says thiat instead ol beating ne up he is only
going to slap ue around, “e won't and he dovsn t intend to, I can't-believe he has changed
that much from when he was a young nan and 1 knew him, as I an sure I told you as a pretty
decent fellows e iy in a bad spot, perhaps he is talking like tids to be able to swkion g
little more self reuspect, 1'11 explain thi:, as I aee it, in a winute, The other thing you
report, that he fesls I insulted his wife, would be & legitimate complaint on his part if
1t were true, I think it is not true and this is part of his psycliological device for gete
ting himself on an even keel again, He i3 in a bad apor for an estsbli hed writers I intended
rifiicule, not insult, iot ridieule of her but of him, I used the stupid thin; she got lere
slef into for a nuwiber of reasons, Ueorge will Wtinetely come to wndertand that if he
had then thought thde “hrough he would have withdrawn frou iis contruct befor: the apoearence
of rrank's bool uade it inevitablee Un the other hanc, 1'd have to acmit that vith the
rush with which I do everything, including not teldng tiue to correct lotters when oy
typigs from hisheschool days ia so terrible, I uay have saic or sugiueted souetiing I
didn ¢ intends L do not recall ever in wy life deliberately insulting a woman nor do I



recall every staruing it uith a wane I usually takie a lo%, or think I do, buiore I presct,
The last tioo it happened was in World War IT and I stopyed nysclf as I was about to
throw a yo nger and larger solider overboards. 4 have alvways ahbored violence in aly forine
Sut hen I have had no choice, I have faced its Once 20 big kids Junped we in junior hish
school. *t was a religious thinge I was the only Jew, thuy were all Gatholics, They ronlly
beat ue up, s0 badly I wus sent home frou schoole Dut I didn't run end by the tine it

was all over, I was still stabding anc they had taken so nuch they n.over again ever
bothered me, for the rest of Jundior high or in hiz school. That city then had but one.
after that, in col.ege, I fousht compulsory ROUC all alone. It cout ce Ly degree, but
those were uy beliefs and I was willing to pay and did pay thu price, So, this is not

nev to me. 4nd, as you know, for you are my source, George stmwted it with ue by that
rubbish that is & much an insult to his intellogenee as it was to Jues', Lore, rually,
Yor George has an education anc is uiore spohisticateds I nover gtoprt anyiysing and I nover
run Irom & challenge. Ucorge started it and he is hurtings The reason he has not answered
ae is because he can'te What the hell can he 88y, poor guy? lie got himself into the !dnd
of tiing he didn't anticipate and not only cuue to realize it wes dishonest but then couldn't
do ite Tie wlternative is that he docun't lmow hig business and Frank, after four years of
time, beat hin o it, Frank has left nothing for George, aml Doubleday will leave nothing
for George's p.blishers, here or abroade Abut this I do not fecl 8OrTYe Yworge deserves
it, That his reputation is hurt I am sorry about, but {iwns is his own doing snd he hasg

to stand on his oun feet, His problem will be getting over it, anl that will not be ezoy,

I don t think he will esk or accupt help and if he does, I don't think his or any
other ujao? publisher will go for it. ~0, he is in a bind, But, if the time comes when
we vants to do an lonest job, as I thdrk I wrote you, I'1l help lim. You have no idea
what I got when I continued ny investigations after oy book cwmie oute It is ene helluva
story, thorowshly docuncnted where documcntation i required ani core than reasonable
Justification where conjecture is eslled for, so poverful th.t I az not really psending
any time pursuing that parte .11 tlis is Greck to you but believe ne, aside from the
astory of the kdlling, it iv a najor sensation,

I'n tryi.g to remuiber your le.uer without getting it out, for I au pressed for

\\q ioe and thda is my (59th) birthday. I think you also said tin= veorpe said L inunlted lin,
it It he did, this is a fair statom nte I not only did, I intended to. It was the only
b Titting response 1 could make 4o what you told ums he to,d James about me &nd my work ond

it was the only meansg I had of trying to get him to stop und think this whole thing
through., hot to rush blindly down & blind alleye le earned the insult and ridicule I

suet linme I have no apology to mike for ite Un tho othur hand, if I insulted his wife,

then I do owe her, not Leprge, en apology. fMdicule is one think and with the counereialism
she either originated or coulén't regists, that is one thing and warranteds Cratuituous
inpult of a woman, on the other hand, is not warranted, If George ever tslls you what

B I saic that really ig insdting; to her, I will wyite her a personal apology. I don'g

think I did this, I an so certain ¢l it that I'p not golng to take tinc to read the carbons
\and besides, Jddffc ent interpretations are always poscible}, but i Goorge ever wets down
to specifics, not the crap I thdnk he has been feeding you, I will not only write an
ajology to her but I'1l send you a copye If and when he calls you agnin, if you'd lile,
tell him this,

Feanwhile, even though Le has beon trying to con you end Jancs through you, as I
sec 1ty 1 repeat what I said berore, try and mderstand the bad position in iieh ho is
in so many ways. 1f he is rich coupared to you an me, fecl sorry for him, toc, I wouldn't
chiage pordtions with him for anything, happy as it wou,d wale ny banke And fluuiis fg- the
warning 1 don't think Giorge meante

Pose e diu ».fuce to accept the loster I wrote }mdmhc?él“nly
he called te early in the corming and I think S
pretty stinko, *t has post-ofiice stumps and his
ludtials s L'a leopdn, it just that waye Lthere wag T

T larole Veisber
nothing insulting in ite 4% vas really, as I recall, TOCAPRORE
rather and expression of sympathy and a willingnéss to tall: to him. Sut I can't pay the phone cos



