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Doar friend Orestes, ' e 5/20/15

After receiving your letter of March 21 I answored on the 27th, ezplaining what
was keepdng me buay and that I could mske out enough of your letter to tell me that
I bad velter be careful and understnnd it clearly befors angwering it, Not to trmat
what I could make out with e Cictionsry.

Porhape your papers carricd the AP story Sundey on whaf I obizined from one of
those suits, If the Sunday peper earrded 1t (the date 4t was %o howe boen published)
I'd appreciate a copy.

I an due in court tomorrow on the second. The FUI is Pleying pusms with this
ovidence, the court and ue ani I huve vo gut to work prouwptly to help my lawyer Jim
expose them,

1 have been sicice It wa# gerivus but roclly was not bad on mo except that it
left ro weals I hed pueumonia and plemrdsy, It hanpened when I was mwey frer home,
which was worse. And now that I an belter ths woalmess is a real procblom beczuse things
like grasc and weeds are growing as well as flowers and I have to mow them down. I have
two old riding wowers, both just repaired and ncither working after repair! Lo, L have
all this work to do with a worn-out push mower. It can be very hard and it is bocause
I was not able to mow when tho ;rass and soeds Jjust start.d to srow. ¥hat L heve to
do is work perhaps 30 minutes and then stop and rest for an hour or more. So, with
5 aeres, I'u pushed for time to push! and atdll do aoything elsc.

ilthough I an supiosed to get wore sleepy, I got up eurly to prepare sone memos
for my lawyor to use iu court and to enswer your letter becsuse + now have a trans—
lation of it.

I do with you would use your tape recorder. Lou could tell ze more znd I could
listen to it while I drive. For oxample, 1'll hava to drive for more than two hours
tomorrow, o ani frou Vasldogton. When I's on the open road 1%t i1s sefe to listen. While
1 haws 2 1ittle troublo with yeur accent, I do meke 1t out and I leamn more from you
this wae, as ia the sas$. liohedy uver writem all that i in his menory, When I take
my wife to the grocery store, I cen listen to tapes while she shops. Listening takes
more time for mc than reading but it gives me more information, which I wank,

Tou told me things I did not know and sbout vhish I weuld like to )mcw more.
Boybe alsc I forgot some. I do not remember that L know thore were two different
frintin.g operations «t 115 Dycatur, Grad's and lelvin's, I thoughi it was all one as

now remcumber it. ¥hat was Grad in the Avmy and what do you think was done in his
press that you canuot prove? N

A man who was an infursant told @e of being inside that building, As I remember
it he told we vhal at thw back of the second (loor ther: were thinga indicating work
for the Cli, with big maps of “uba on the walls or doore. He also %old me that Graed
was able to do printing other planis could yot doe.Can you tell me more of + is?

Tou gay "Mr. Helvin was alse working for the SLA." What wes Molvin's first nsue
and what work did he do for the CIA? Uan you toll me what kind of counterfedt money
ho printed? For what country?

Then you say that as soon an Garrison started u; they closed the original Melwin
plant. Is this the cese you toid me about, the trucic in the alley all of a suaden?
If you can tell me more it could bo helpful. and the name of e second Pelvin who
then went to work for urad? I take it that with this cover the same ldnd of work,
wore or less, contdnued under Grad? For the CLA?

1 am aware that you now are not afraid, but I'd appreciate it if you would tell
me what it is that you inew,

You are right about Garrison. I suppose it is when you realiged this that you
stopeed seeing me for a whilee I did not understand him when I first went there but .
htﬂrlmmtokmnthnmth.-lhtihmldidandtoldyouinuoarta:lnm,l think
you had doubise hewember when I told you that I was independent, that L did not work
for hin? This was always true but by them I had come to underntand that he was not
doing good work and that even the good perple he had working for him wore without
experience in this particular idnd of work.
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This is not personal criticism of them because I would be lost in their kdnd of
work, regular police worke !

With soma of them I had a decent relationship znd poac ddd koep their words.
Thus I could have protected you as I did others because we had a working velationship,
some of these others and I, I regret that Jin'm word wes not good, as I learnede I can
date this for yous It was the time I was there before that night your tires were
slashed, (That woman was un poco 1000 but she 2130 had good Anformation for ne.)

it when you say "Mr. Garrison did not dosire that you should be in Mew Orleans”
you have special reasons I would like to know them, I knov gome, Ono Lo was jealous
because I did things he and his people could or did not. Another is lecsuse I did
not kies his asa and telll:tml:wgnathemwhﬂcbcmmhn@amo: it.
Anothor is that I stopped sowe of his messes and clesned others up after he made
them. Tet another i: that he did not understand some things and stols somg of umy
work when I explained it to hiz in confidence becuuse ho did not understand At and
I did, expeoting to use it &k myaclf. Stil) another i: tha: ho had frdondpg from out
of New Yrleans who did not like me. I could go one I know. But there aleo wo-e
dishonorable visits to you, iucluding by thet puto kene. If you would take \Bhe time
to explain these things 1t could bo helpful to my wnderstanding and to the work I
an 8till doings I will when I cun refurn to the wori: I wus doing ther in den Urleanse
I huve that book partly writisn but have had to lay iv aside. I r-aily wuld Iike to
be ahle to use all you know and have not told me in it when I can get beck to !“b
You were very helpful in that work sad I believe you knew more thet you aid net tell
E2s I do not mow vhy but I think you bad yoor own reasons. Ono perhaps was not
trusting Garrison? )

One thing I thiok I novor asked you when we were talidlng about the pressures
the FII put en yout did you sver lmow or have aayhldng te de #ith & former ageat
naned #i1ton XKeack? Or onc nawmed Will Hayden Griffin or Griffen? The second one
left lew Orleans when he incurred Hoover's displessure, & undorstan? he covered
the “rench Wuarter. ' '

I believe T knew that you got your passport in tis Cusioms building. wWhat I
do not rowesber ‘nowlnz is tha' they could bs obtained elsswhera in a8 Orleane,
I also imes you thought atrangs things wera bedng done in thas building but not
what ptrang> thinga. a

If 1 never told you, onc of my problems with Currison was his nutiy idea that
beeause you nveded vacabions froa the havd work you did and travelled you had to be
some kind of agent! fe actually welieved tihds ani had people worling on it, I {finally
got bim o drop it. Thdo - the idnd of foolichuess oa widch they veated tize and
ruined themselves, But none dared stand up to hime Yhis mado me more umwelooms when
I did. (Sgnc of them esked mo o do tals when they were afrsid to.)

What do you mean when you say "It se ms that things heve cran.ed o bk Litile"
and base this on a meeting you had with one I take %o be lowls Iven. I guppro=o “ouls
is back in the regular police now. ke is the one in Jim'm offlce for whon I hed most
reapect. If this converuatior ras not c:onﬁ.cientigl, I would 1like to lmov what it ias
80 that I could underetand thins changes ¥ 1fked “ouls 5¢ he tried to Zelp ue. le
is by far the most competent Garrison had onlf Garrison kept him too busy with crezy
things. Louis is not s lawyer but alape, with halp he coulld boss, he esuld end wonld
have done a betier Job than was done. I don't pse how he sut ap with what he did,

Tou nre =ight, truth doas reign over all Ehdnga, but the uestion i:c kow %o
bring troth cute It nos cannol be usue in court in liew Yrleans. However, it cen in
other ways. Fer czample, aud ploass keop thia coalldential, there ar. ileabers of
“ongress in touch with me. 1'd like $o know these things you have in ndnd s0 that
if and uhen thoxe is the opportunity I can uso them. Thers are othsr iandications
that ¢.ds falso atory is coudng cparte I iy £ Cink, doing wuch o this end in court
in Washington. (I'vo now won five swics oa this alons sgminat the povernment.) So,
while thare is no ay of iaowiag, if you would tell aw these thdngs perhaps I conld
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use the Information this way, in court up here. Without knowing it, naturally, I
cannots And I do thinikc the only practical way is for you to talk it, on tape.

Was not “ohn the lawyer who you had when the FEL was giving you trouble, when
you were before the Warren Commission? (Romember I semt you their files on you, even
showing the time thoy spent on you?) If you can not got this data back from him,
can you tell me in detall what it was? If he gave it to them I may be able to get
it or help you get it, This is not impossible.

It is not now poamible for my friend Jim to leave mnd will not be for a while
because of earlier and oxtensive comcdiments he has made as a lgwpor. He has to do
his work in court here because he has no choice, I have long wanted him to file same
collection cases for me in Hew York but it -imply has not been possible, much as I
need the money out o!f which I've beecn cheated. So, the only way is for me to kno+ and
go over with him and then we try to do it in court here. 30, let me lnown hbout
those two burean chiefs. I do not belleve you ever mentioned them, If you did, not
in detail or I've forgotten and I do not think I would, I knew only that ane was
behind the dirty things being @one to you, the onc there at the end of 1963 and
intoe 1964,

feclly the only practical way i for you to let me know these things because
I can t go down there Yow. And not only because I do not have the money. You have
been my friend, you have trusted me, so I think you know that we ar- gtill friends,
that I value the help you give, and that you can still trust ze.

I know that you are not afraid as I know when you were (and had reason to be)
and as 4 know when you reached your decision (after that first o uto accident, when
you got the Cadillac). Am I not right? You were also afraid when your wifle was
pregnant and there was that other accident, but what man would not be afraid for a
pregnant wife and the unborn baby?

All the tapes of our previous interviews are safe and secure for when I can
return to that writing. This is the one way what you know cam be preserved. Please
do it this way again, only without wme there to ask questions. I can write you
questions afterward i I have any,

Orestes, I have taken thia time bLeglnning before daylight when I should not
be getting mo little rest while I 'am recovering and in prefersnce to the werk I've
postponed that I need for court tomorrow because I know you can be helpful and
because you have been and because you may not only know what you say but can also
@glve me information that may fit with work I have dono that you do not Jmow, One
little fact that may mean nothing to you may fit with what I have done or with
rocords I have obtained from the sovernments’

i do hope you will take the time to do this.
If you see Y“ouis agein please remember me to him.
My best wishes to you. You have been a good friend and I prise it.

Slmamlvg

Harold Weisberg



