Dear Jerry, 8/16/01

Clay and Katie both confirm that I said I wanted the books
{moved from my office, but in what else I learned from th%?g again
urge you to try to #traighten your head ocut. Your behavior, which
I regard as unconscionable, is so different than it was in the pas?i

Clay and Katie both told me that I asked this of the three of
you. Both tdld me ¥m that at the tike I said that they expected
me to die. I thinlx Clay told me and I know very well that Katie
told me that at the time I was out of my heay. Now there is only
one period in the time I had pneulyonta and was hos,itaiized that
I could have appeared like death was imminent and that is the time
you did not specify and Katie did, wheh I was first hospitalized.

I was in that shape only a couple of da ys at the most.

Now what gis meens and you daé not say is th at by the time you
foould have begun to move any books I was quite rational and at hhe
very least, from wha+t you knew of me, had to be eudpected to return
to writing again. And the fact is tAat I did thkat when I was still
In the hedpita] wwksrsF Hems,

So, at tie very least, you had ample tim«¢ %o ask me when I was
again conscious if’ I'd really meant what I'd said. But you never
mentioned that to me, as you never mentioned my state of mind then
to me., Especially because you knew I had no need to move those
books at all, having given away about 25 Yinear feet of books to
get sghce in what was Lil's office. You also Knew that those are
Efe books I had used in what I had w;}tten for the past several
y#nars and might have indluded othiers gbout which I may have planned
tp write. You also knew that if any questions were raised I's require
the books you moved to respond to those questions A#d you knew, too,
that even for the spet2ing of names I had to consult them.

If, when I was outfpf my mind, I gave you any reason for wanting

them in the bsdgg;gnnx not one of you told me what it ;_p and
I believe that, without any question, you knew that I hand no such
need. Could have had none. i

It had to have made no sense to you &t all but you never mentioned
if to me before you did it. And unless you did it withing two days
of my hoapitallzation, L certai_nly ieginhing then was no longer out
of my mindhnd you mould - should have—consulted me about it.

vompare this with what you knew for sure I had aajked you



to do for at luaa* a decade because ft goes back to where I was in
the basemedﬁ with you aMd pointed out what was on the white sheﬁgs.
I asked you, dozens to timéf to please bring them up so I could go
over them and disfpose of what I could tell from the markings should
have been disposed of and no% p;esen‘c any problem to you or anyone
else late at Hood. But not d_iEEE—single one o? those packﬁges
or bundles did you dv that with. Not even when k&t served you per-
sonal interest and yu went to remove the Altgens picture only to
discoved thqt it, an original at that, and all the pieces of it that
I had enlarged, along with all othe¥ picturesreprinted in that
VYolume had disappeared from the paﬁkage I had sealed when 1 pit
it aside after first publication.

Compare this, too, when we diagiove&ed other pictures missing
in the Lovelady identification, I asked you several time to take

other pictuees I have, cannot replace, and you .and Dave both
indifated you intend to use them, and to place them in a secure
place at Hood. You Jiave not even done that when it can serve your
personal interes, as making it possible for me to go over what was
on those white shelves certainly would have.

There is more but this should tell you, if you can face it
honestly, that this is not the kind of man you have been most of
your life. So let us skip ahear to the Pat Gray business and the
opportinity we had to make the content of the 184 minutes Nixon
erased from that tape public. You, the historian, buried them in
the basement and you, the Historian, have refused to do a t%in’ to
! available when faced with so fine a means of doing thst.

Tkis is the way a historian,;hinks and kehaves? Suppresses rather
thah discloses? And especially now when there is expressed interest
in trying to make th EBI honest, in reforming it.

This alsﬁis no the kindofm person, the kind oﬁhiStorian, you
uzed to be

5 These#hin?s trouhler fie so deeply l cunnt work and have
gitten little sle¢p becsus#k of tgm . &I do hope you can atnj&g&ten
your hegd outﬁr, if you keed it, get help Pl

It also troubles me that you are capable af acting and speaking
as ¥ bu have to a man of my age and in the state of my health, which
you do know.Indeed, do not give a damn ahout that.

Sincerely,

Ladd

Harold



