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irresponsible journalism. McKnight stated he would like to put the lie to this stoxg.{‘ 'f
Shanklin referred him to FBI Headquarters. - Y
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SUBJECT: " ASSASSINATION OF THE PRESIDENT " TWLE 9"”4‘” \ i
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' SAC Shanklin of the Dallas Office called me at apprpxinately 3:00 a. m. L
today relative to an a{;ticle that was scheduled to come out in the {'Dallas Morning News™ '
this morning by Hugh’Aynesworth, The article quoted Special Agknt Hosty of the Dallas
Office as stating to a Dallas police officer in discussion regarding Lee Harvey Oswald, .
"We knew he was capable of assassinating the President but we didn't dream he'd do it. " .
The story is attributed to a source close to the Warren Commission. It mentions a
memorandum given the Commission by Dallas Police Officer Jesse Curry which
contains the alleged remarks by Agent Hosty. 1 told Shanklin to get in touch with
Editor Krueger of the "Dallas Morning News" and remind him that Shanklin had seen him
two weeks ago and had put the lie to the same story. 1 further told Shanklin not to make
any comment about the story if it was printed but to let us know at FBI Headquarters of
the results of his contact. DR oo '
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;, SAC Shanklin advised me telephonically at approximately 11:00 a. m.:toda)
that he had contacted Krueger after a number of attempts and that Krueger had cla.éxed
that the story had already been printed prior to his having a chance to knock it out.*« He
apologized to Shanklin for not stopping the story, particularly since Shanklin had advised
him two weeks ago that the story was false. - , / : | e
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Shanklin told me that Felix MeKnight, head of ,McKnight.Ne\yspapers_:Sl h%
called and was irritated over the fact tint the “Dallas Morning News'" had engagedgn N

o NS
I discussed this matter with Messrs. Belmont, Tolson and the Director.
After receiving the Director’s approval, and in talking with McKnight whoggalled FBI
Headquarlers, I told McEnight that the above-mentioned statement which l;gd been
attributéd to SA Hosty was absolutely false and had no basis in fact whatsqever. -
McKnight stated he certlainly appreciated the opportunity to set the recordjstraight and
he would see to it that an article was prepared immediately for the a[tei'nqon edition of I ;«.
newspaper.- He wanted to know if he could quote the Direclor as making this statement a ;-
1 told him the Director was the spokesman for the FBl at all time
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1- Mr. Belmt}nt Iﬁé' \fk}lr “Tolson ,;;__._.'.:,..-'.’ ..Z...é-(-) oo i
1 - Mr. Sullivan'\.- ;-éfr 1 - Mr. Rosen : - e
1 - Mr. Mallej. /’ i"l'l - Mr. Jones ‘11 MAY 4 1964
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1 - Mr. Morrell CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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DeLoach to Mohr  4-24-64
Re: Assassination of the President
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' In talking with SAC Shanklin I asked him specifically if Agent Hosty

had been quoted correctly by the United Press International (UPI). (The UPI ticker

of 10:23 a. m. today quotes SA Hosty as stating, "I said nothing like that, I completely

deny it. ") SAC Shanklin stated he had questioned Hosty and that Hosty had denied

making this statement to UPL, Hosty admits that a UFI reporter called him at home

last evening but that he had referred the reporter to SAC Shanklin rather than making

any comment himself, I told SAC Shanklin to make certain that Hosty made no
statexpent whatsoever, . _ . . . T

ACTION: . _ . »
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1 DALLAS--A DALLAS F8I ASERT TOTAY FLATLY TENIED HE EVER SAID THE FB

KITW BEFCRE THE ASSASSIMATICY OF FPES]OUNT KENNEDY THAT LEE KARVEY .

OSyALT WAS CAPASLE OF XKTLLING THE CFIEF EXTCUTIVE, o

[Eﬁ.ll¥nln NOTHINS LIVE THAT, " SAID AGENT JPMES HOSTY. ©®1 COMPLETELY PN
Y . » .-:‘.-:'-_
IFE DALLAS MARKIYIG NZweE IM A CCFYPI3HT STORY BY HUGH AYNESWORTH, LN

SAIT TODAY A SOUPCE CLCRE TC TVE WPRIEN COMMISSICN TOLD OF A NENMO T

SIVEN THE COMNISSICH RY DALLAS FCLICE CHIES JESSE CURRY CONTAINING e

THE. ALLEASD REMZRX BY HOSTY, G
pCCORDING TO THIS MEMO, THF NEVE SpI1D, HCSTY, ONLY MCMENTS AFTZR -

CSYALL YAS PFRRESTER, SAIDS :

*WE XNEW WE WAS EAPANLE OF ASSASSINATING THE PRESIDENT BUT &E

| DITH*T QREAN FE'D LO IT,"

HOSTY ~AID KE CCULD QMLY DENY THAT HE EVER MADE SUCH A STATEMENT,

‘ANP vOULD NCT COMMENT SURINER, THE FEAD OF THE DALLAS FBI CFFICE
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VASPINGTCN, THT FEI IH VASKIISION £21D 11 FAD NO COMMENT.

GORPCY SPANTLIN, SAID A1V OFTICIFL CIMMINT GOULD HAVE TC COME FrOk [
b/70--571 % 3A
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