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Pleyboy Magarzine

919 N, Michigan Ave.,

Chicago, Ill. 60611

Deaxr Larry,

‘Whather or not yonrs%mmnwaan, as I will explain to you if you do, this
letter is necessary in Playboy's interesty your personal interest and mins.

I have couploted the resding of the “ing piece, beginning with peage 28. 1 ascume
that the first 27 pages are identical with those sent earlier,

When you were in conference and Tom also was I tried Mary, only to find she is
out 111, Nowever, the most serious aspects have %o do with policy and logal matters,
and I recognize that these you will have to buck 4o others, Hobody hes ever told me
who these others are. S0, please do not take anything that follows personally and please
molmmﬁmmnemmmmthommiww.Bonmu.yonhan a
and have given me the most serioue prohlems.

" With me the stealing, and I use this word not by socident, is enoxwpus and at
thia partienlar -mgat in pcrﬁmn-r, qum hmful- W

mitctho oppom-.-lﬁr-tmd- clwrwithth-
mnm.

In this me.uymmmw.lumnofthnmthrwchamm Idonot
waut any of that material used. Uwviously, I'm not writing a book cnly to have Playbday
crear it nor do I file and fight lawsuits only to have Playboy 1ift that. '

What Yim has used after my specific statements that I wanted none used ranges
from what is my copyrighted work through what lawyers call my “work product®™ to what
I told him in confidence for several differsnt reasons and at seversl different times.
It is pot part of his migunderstanding or Playboy's of what the defense of Rv.y cnvdla
Infact. most of 1t is known to only one of the curreant lawyers.

'Because Arour misunderstanding of the legal and factual aspects and requirements
of the dofense perhaps 1'd best exjlainf that right now because it can lead you into
aniy legal and sericus troubles as I recall that writing. If it is possible on your
gad before the day is over you'll have details on taps. Ths sole requiremsnt of the -
defense is to meet the minimum, the “reasonablo doubt” stendard. dost defenses, ib-
cluéingtbism,vonldhmmodtonrm.éeymdethclmrvhodontho
sctusl trial work if and whon thero ia & trial. Rwsom.binonuormt.m
is no case ~ not enough for an Judge to let go to & Jurt. Ponat be deceived by
the kind of factual, legal and ethi sulill you are pudblishing and somebody there asied
of Jim, who ksows and oan write betier. Nor ought any of you be misled by the nasty
devices of deprecation, partioularly making out that what is uniquely the work of one
person 1s the imaginings of an assortnent of nover-apscified parsnoids. Most of all don't
for a minute think that the solution o the Grime, in any degres, is part of a defense.
In this cese Ray himsel? would have none of that. The way 4t works 4n 2 trisl is that
the prosecution puts on its oase. If the defense bhslieves there has been no case made,
it asks the judge to dismims., if the jJudge agrees, he does. If he does not then, the
defense rebuts the prosecution's oase. Only in Perry Bason does the defense consiat in
solving the crinse., Were this the need or the actuality there would de no purpose in
+rials and there would nevar be enough jails.




Iiotonlyé.‘ldinalm1tcloarthintblthwhdnotmngItoldhnmd.I
hwndsthofaﬂnthrtbmtb&ﬂlalumnmmmﬂmﬂ
yonand!‘mmdﬁw.somotyoumnldm. :

Hhatyoumbntothewluﬁ.mtotheet&mimlf.mtmnmcm
- $185,000 in rewards alcne. 1 & th this t0 give you an idea of what to mebxmksiixux
is the magnitude of this theft. I 4s far from all but is, I hope, enough to attract a
1ittle belated attention «t some level of turesucrasy and ingifferenge above You.

@hemﬁthvhmlwwoﬂd.ngwthlsbook,thmvbommgodmtadoit
mdiswtinsasnyuentmit,nazmuwum.Iﬁllbo-min&dthm
when I leave Cfor Bew York om Sunday, partly because we are frisnds and partly so we can
have eone time to discuse this book. How, of acourse,] will have legal questions to
dimaﬁthh&nmdmmlptaoowofthuhtm.Homnrudwspomtoamjor
publilhor. i

Ioumatemngmpthnyfmmtpmu-tsaujarmtofwtmof
wm.nwwmmduofhm-mww.roummﬂatntm
when it can rudn what all that work cen mean for =e and when I do have a specific
project i¢ will ruin, The breaches of confidence can be hurtful 4n other ways. One is
that 1% can endanger me, personally, as well as my wife, ¥o live in isolation and
_without fear, but you will have attracted those who did the arime to my knowing how it
was dcne and, although it is not in the pdece bscause I did not explain that to Jim so
he could understand for him 1974 vole, how it oan lesd to thea, In and of itself this
ia totally unconscjonabls and no less impermissible and intclerabls. The grin reslities
are not in Playboy s pages but that doss not in sny way nske them less than real.

Hone of %his is any wsy comparable with what you and your associates described
as my "reasonsble” offer when you €id the same thing with my JFK work. You then had a
crisis I recognized and of whickh I éid not know until tov late for you, mcaning Flay-
boy,tomtuithontatﬁllmnndouciﬂaﬁlhaémtbemwumwmn-
lowances. ButIthanandlammdvnrbanyondinurnmsmnﬁmdanafyou"m
2ore.” I%addition, 1 besesched vim to let me mes lis carbons, uncmwrected, as soon as
he could, This past Saturday night he phomed, Hy pite, who also hiuw, wes oo the
phmefmthc;ﬁmsmanuenéit.lmtthro@thiaagaig. then promiased to
gend me 8 Xerox pronts, if not Sunday, “onday at the latest. - hmve raceived nothing
froufbim and it is Friday. I 4id the same when I loarnsd what S8 in the first JFK
piece and then also he &id not do as I askod. You had set type before you consulted me.
-In every omse, even currsnt .iflmmwmmoﬂywhatm-ytaldmurmrm
week, when asho had aome in falley.

Playboy was abundantly an n"ﬁoc. There is no posaibility of any nlsunderstanding
and there is no qusstion of the most seriocus as well as costly damage and potential for
personal hurt, If despite this Playboy has peraioted in stsaling, I do Fropose 4o hold
i$ responsible. It has left ms no real choice. Ipig time I oan have no conoern for you
deadlines and the oraxy situations into which for no real nesd you all work yourselves,

This insane attitule that you can with impunity eteal everything is, I an certain,
going to hurt you xore if you do not make the most radical chauges and slitininate all
use of any of my work and the potantial for danger for us. Iou wanted me as your con-
sultant beceuse of my unigue knowledgs. That knovledge leis ne pinpoint what you have
ripped off from others and pretended otherwise. In this piece it includes Gerold *rank
and Russell X. Thompson, & name probably strange to you because of this sick machiswo of
the.permeating dishonesty, the pretense that it is all Flayboy's original work. ¥here you
used names, as with Chaatain, 1 could make out a case of unfaithfulness to what he has
writéen, in a way a lawyer could argue is défamatory. You have alsc credited to hir what
1 $old Jim in confidence.




i

There ie absolutely no doubt that there is a pattern in these piecea. If your
lawyers tell you that it is right, proper and legal, well that is iheir opinion and
somebody is going to have some very large bills to pay in order %o find out.

I =kx have no way of knowing what others will do, but 1% is =my pbligation to you
0 let you know that I can ses possibdilities from this wholesale and pexusating cribbing.
The last I heard ¥rank still had hopes of a movie from his book. Hule is a madman on this,
?llod by his misjudgements end his failurea. He despgrately neceds gelf-justification.

t drives him to the irrational, like lying tc say hs could not get to testify in the
evidentiary he.ring because he had to loock out for an 85-year-old mother, then as soon
as the hearing was over, flying to #ew York to do a TV show of omly selif-justifigation,
they flying to Rome and Tel aviv, and then even flying to New York to rets show
because the tape was bad. ind juat before the recent oral arguments in the appeal at
6th strewktt circuit, he ac 1y repeated the same terrible stuff to Yewhouss News,
tolling the statute for Ray does wvant to try and end this prejudicial pre-trial
pablicity. (You never once }a‘ithfuny represent the tuie/Ray relationship or %uie's
omn beliefs and intentions, as I warned in advance.jou will be a sitting duck for Ray.)

Tour representation of Fenstenkld and Cliff can be interpreted as defamatory,
and the restf of the plece and doctrine of it and the othors lends itself to thia. How
would you respond to what you have written to the oclaim by Fensterwald that as Bay's
lawyer he had the obligation ¢o check everything out and enoce hes checked this out he
not onltabandoned it but went farth@r in a way I cannot apell out without breaching
a confidential relationship? Especially when in the handling of CBS you do not say that
CBS paid CL4ff and filmed him in New York, atpthe Waldorf istoria, after his claims

. were thoroug:ly discredited. And what could aflawyer do when you display awareness of -

the special CBE aired and do not mention what they supiressed for aluost eight years,
more when you go into that matter less than honestly 4n this piece, meaning the sub-
stance of what they suppressed, then aired, any you make no ment§on of 147

I can tell you about chickens and roosts and 4 have the obligation to. I do not
say thess chickens will roost on those roosts.

~ ¥hat will Playboy's position be if after my explicit warnings Ray decides to
sus and subpoenas me? Even if I can preveil on a claim {0 a oconfidential relationship -
with jou and he has a skilled civil lawyer who mersly asks me sbout the facts? If this
is not enough, muppose a judge holds there is no privileged relationship and that I
have to testify? Suppose he files such a suit and also subpoenss all those from whom
you have cribbed and asks them no more than if 1f is from thedr copyrighted work that
virtually every word you will use that is not invented comes?

This whole situation is inc ble to me.

Has anyone thers the remotest idea what he is doing to Hefner with this doctrine
on these pieces, this one in particular when Hefner makes all these beautiful statements
about Jjails and priscners and justice as recently as a couple of days ago on coast~to-
coast TV? (That:is whare wy interest in interesting Playboy began, by the way, and there
is also an abundant record, with Ray's in-jail conditions, so incredibly long in solitary.)
Lou even kiss the official ass more by lying about the nature and extent of the alleged
Department of Justice “investigation®vof the FBI. It is & fraud snd were it not it is,
from the publie atah_‘telﬁh, quite opposite what you say.lt is anything but what you say.
Doean't anyone there give a damn about the boss? Even when if thay read the papers they
knos that Congross has taken s delayed interest in this camse and that for the first time
blacks have turned on, including &ing's widow and former associates and the Black Caucus?

I don't know lisfner, Jefiause whenever I've seen him on TV he's come a3 as a
man who yeally believes and meens vhat he says I've wanted to. But if i were Hefner, many
heads would rold this, And if the reports I have received of who 18 influential with

hizm in Hollywood,I'd expect hinm to hear from one who is supposed to have ready access and
will be offended by this scries baginuing if not earlier wit: the JFK officialese. ’




Itummermm-dmIml&);MnhuMnomme. TomoTTON
is Saturday. You knew I had to go to ¥ew York Sunday, ywhte early and that I must be
there and thereafter in Wastdngton. Yet I lefi mesmeges for both you and T

I don't want to sue you. I just want to be left alone with zy own work nedther
_stolen nor misrepresekted {yes, you do that,too)nor misused.

It is obvious that I have not stopped vAth xyself, now or earlier. I have tried
as best one can to save that monster of an insensitive bureaucrscy out there from ik
itself and its crazny, inmuhmoomﬁﬁam.IhavcalmdyheﬁntohearcfrhatI
inmediately warned you, a strongly negative reaction from campusss. This is how 1 Xnow
the first JFK plece is out, Hobody sent me one so 1 havenst sean it. I've had the seme
resction from the working press, yeah, evan from within CNS,

¥hat I can do to help you I still will. “nis now will not and cannot include any
coupromise with my owa rights and my obligations to my wife as well =z myself, Here all - .
this time has pessed since I placed the first of three calls. I heve the other needs of .-
which I forewarned you %o meet/ befors I leave. I will nonetheless be offering to let my
own needs go again -t serve you when I call egain soon.-I'1l woric on this tomorrow with
any of ‘you who wants to work on a Saturdsy. But believe m8 or not, I'm telling you that
you have the most serious of potential prodlems and nobody in that ivory tower responds.

This will go out in tomorrow's mail. You should have it on Honday, if I dos ¢
get through to eny of you thie afternoon. I don't know what will be possible for me
beginning 5:30 Sunday morning. I will get a messsge loft for me a% the homs of the
£riend/associate with whom I'1) be staying, 214/-8R3-9806, or his office, 212/753~

1713, But 1t is impossible for mo to stand in a phone booth or to use his phoue all nighte

It 33 dmpossible for me to know now when I'll be able to lesve “ew York, When I do the
first day and possibly rdght I'11 be with Jim lLesar, 202/484-6023. Fy wife will bo home
nights. He office number is 301/662-4696.

If you want to &iscuss any of this with me, please be prepared tc taps it mo there
can be no eonfusion or misunderstanding on the upper mirtubs strata.

mrﬂ.y, ‘
Harold Weisberg .

P.5. 1 did mpesk ‘to Tom end I did, v;thmxt snocess, try to get through to McKinley,
last time to now at 5 p.m. here ’ ' : .




