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“The Press Gang

BARNEY COLLIER and his wife
Maggi Castelloe have produced
80,000 words, 28 pages of photo-
graphs and, recently, some prepu-
blication ]1tters over their book,
Hope and Fear in Washington (The
‘Early Seventies): A Story and Pic-

tures of People in the Washington
‘Press Corps.

** Since last month, when a small
segment of Collier’'s book ap-
peared in [More], a monthly news-

* paper about the media, sonie
‘Washington_writers have been
wondering about the time they
hdve given to the 'freelance
'writer-photographer team during
the past few. years while they

* were working on their book. The

sample published in [More] told ™

about 'an interview with Sander .

Vanocur in a ' Washington restau-

Tant and it provoked a lot of pro-

tests from readers who thought it

was a sleazy swipe at the televi-
sion newsman.

Collier was originally signed up
for a bookon Washington Jioumal—

‘ists by McKay after his piece on

-Joe Alsop 3 ag:earedb:l The New'

' York Times' Sunday Magazine.

“They wanted a similar book on

the Washington press corps, one

JOYCE ILLIG writes regularly on
the publishing scene for Book
World.

" that would resemble the look at
Alsop in the Times piece,” Collier

said in a telephone interview.

“When he turned in the manu-
seript, it was rejected.

“They expected something they

didn't get,” said Collier. “After-

that, the first person who had the
guts, the real guts, to take it and
like it was Joyce Engelson.” En-
gelson is his editor at Dial, where
the book was accepted after Mc-
Kay and 17 other publishers had
rejected it.

To gather material for the book,
Collier and Castelloe had numer-
ous sessions with 72 Washington
reporters in the electronic and

print ‘media, ranging from Dan -

Rathér and Roger Mudd to Sally
Quinn and Helen Thomas. Of
the'se, 32 were chosen for inclu-
sion inthe book. According to one
victim, Collier’s often antagonis-
tic interviewing tactics silenced
some sub;ects Descriptions of in-

. terjections that suggested moral

outrage and of almost manic ac-
tions during interviews put more
than one of these encounters

. into categories  ranging from

merely unpleasant to “crazy.”
.On one occaslon all Collier did
was look. When Carl Bernstein re-

i fused to be mterviewed after
ey

concluding that Collier’s was not
‘a “serious andesponsible” book,
Collier went to The Washington
Post and “just sat by his desk one
day and looked at him,” his wife

'} said. “They didn't talk. He just

f looked until Carl got real upset. I

- did get a picture, but Barney tells
what he saw when he looked at
Ihim> " |
J oyce Engelson said that Col-
lier has a “not terribly kind” self-
‘portrait running through the
book. Collier added that one edi-
tor who rejected the book “wrote
perceptively that as compared to

me, everybody else is a sympa-

thetic character.”
Among those dxscussed in the
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book are Eric Sevareid, Ben
.Bradlee, Art Buchwald, Jack An-
derson, Bob Woodward, Carl
Rowan, Douglas Kiker, Betty
Beale and Eileen Shanahan, plus
“kind apd moving” portraits of
Stewart Alsop and Helen Thomas
and a nonpartisan treatment of
i James Reston.
¢ Collier said he told everyone he
spoke to that everything was on

. I'the record. People criticized him

sometimes for not taking notes,
but Collier said that his memory
of things was “reasonably accu-
rate.”

The book's eccentriciti‘es in-
clude a list at the end giving the
birth date of all the subjects and

- telling whether they were.born at

{ home or in a hospital. Why?
£ “Maggi despises hospitals and
' our daughter, Kate, was born at
i home and we just wanted to know
[ if anyone else was born at home
% inthis day and age,” Collier said.

Before long, Collier may have to
move from Vienna, Virginia to Vi-
enna, Austria.

- Rumors, Rumors

ELLIOT RICHARDSON has can-
celed his contract for 2 book “on
the relationship between the in-
dividual and government” since
his appointment as American am-
bassador to England, according
to a story carried on March 15 in
.London’'s Daily Express.

_If true, the story is news to Rich-
ardson’s agent, Julian Bach, who
said that Richardson received an
advance of “well over $50,
and to his publisher, Holt, Rine-
hart & Winston.

“I saw him in late February,”
said Irv Goodman, - Holt's pub-
lisher and vice president of gen-
eral books. “There are six chap-
ters already in and I'm seeing him

-in June in London and taking the
final part of the manuscript from
him. It’s. scheduled for publica-
tion next March or April.”,




