Dear Jii, Bud/MeDonnelll contract 12/5/75

When you described the ppovisions of this strange contract to me earlier today
I was surprised. I had heard, probably from you, that Herb sent copies but none for wme.
Perhaps specifying that I was to get none. I haven't been thinking of that part.

I spent four boure making packages before and after supper, after taking Lil
shopidng, when my lef't leg began to bother me again. Once I completed the packaging
and was sitting back rusting and thinking this and the NYTimes vibes of the past few 4
days would not leave my mind.

I decided firet that I can't stay up and t/ink this through, that I need the i

sleep or at leasnt the sack time. And second that without taking the time to txy to
organize them to tell you the thoughts that whethser or not correct did come to mind.

First, I think you got suckered into a deal you should not have signed. 1 presume
you took Bud on faith and were satisfied when he gave you what he had agreed to that
it was OK. It was not. Counsellor, learn from this one. There is nothing on which you §
can trust Bud'e judgement or detachment and if it in any way involves you, read it with #

greatest care, Why Bud did this is another question. He knows better. Lemming or not.
I would like a copye. I will not use it without your OK and I want it to have and mﬁ

on file rather than for use. Amoeng the needs I anticipate are to protect you and for Jimmy )
if what comes from this is what I see as possible if not provably. o

Bud signed a contract clesrly and unquestionably against Jim:y's interest. He
also enaged in one, maldng you party to it, that was used gggingt Jimwy's interest.
He did it behind wmy back, when that was wy area of work and mine elone, certainly
not his. When % e concept was mine going back to my earliest writing on this and my
work for Jimny. Whether or net wrong by bar standards it was wrong in every othsr waye
On professjonal and personal levels it was unconscionable. 4nd exmxyx crazy.

In reading the exchange with Haynes before licRae in preparation for Mo's planned 8
coming I find t'at FcRae cast pe and we alone in this particuldr rols in the defense, #f i
irrationally and impossibly. iside from practise this is all I need should there be
the emergenoy I hope does not ;resent itself.

The net effect, aside from other defects, of what you read me is to give Herb
precisely those rights those lawyers agalnst wiom we complained had, exclusive and com-
mereial. Jimny has no right to anything. I ask his investigator have mo right to eny=-
thing. Bud aud you have no right except to hold ihe pictures in your hands as you
contemplate your navels.

48 I was thinidng I was surprised that Jimmy, who has the CB3 papers, has ex~
pressed no suspicion. I guess that is bis trust in you and ce and the impact on him
of what Herb testified to.

1 am clear on what happened and had some of it planned in advance. idke the
lecture that was seemingly adiressed to you in Bubba's office but was for lienry's i\
benefit. I did not have to sec t & stub of bullet in advance to plan this. iy work on X
the ammo and the documents made it certain. i

You wanted me to phone Herb., I asked you to because + had no way of making any
commitment and because he znd I had never spokon and becanse you were the only availsble
lawyer, vith Bud preparing for his big case in the Soviet Union, on vodka. You phoned i
Herb and got him to phone me. With lis permission I taped the conversation for you and
gave you the tape. Frobably one of the inexpensive yellow ones I use., Except for payment
and date 1 made oll the arrangements. Including declining Herb's ofier to deciinc and
his recomrendation of a man in or near Minneapelis, Borg, I think Smnford. Ky certainties
and my cvaluation of the evidentiaby wavlue were such you will f£ind a memo in whdch I
aslked put to use him, too — before cither Herb of anyone else made any examination. I
think no othor demoustration of certainty is nceded. Or correctness.




Thers were two purposes, and because they were mine 1 know them: for use in the
evidentiary hoaring and for use intxmax trtal and ing prepsration for trial. Had I uny
other purpose there obviously would not have been all this silence from me. I am now
in the position of having to use others as associate investugators, among other things.
To now it has been effective and informative and 100U% in Jim:y's interest, not mine,
Regardleas of the outoome to this minute it has been more than worthwhile. in time vou'll
knou the details. Right now I'm hoping the vibue are from tiredness and concern that when
T uso my logs they still swell.

How it came to pass does not intcrest me., The effect doos. I now find that
wit.out speaking Yo me Sud agreed to if he did not negotiatéd a contract with MeDonnell
that has no provision oi which I know that is in Jimiy's intersst end lecks rovsisions
requived for Jimny's interest and now, hopefully, operative ssainst them. Bud's doing.
Even if what * have arranged does not come to pass it be to Jimuy's intervst to have
this for which 1 arrasuged and despite Herb's qualificetion specified what I wanted.

I remind you again and not for ego purposes that I ddd this, I alone, and that I
specified not only what Herb did bgt what is not in the list of pix you .ave ne. We
neod more, I specified wmore and with the windowsill I physically pointed out more,

I mean I went over and showed Herb. He has to have more windowsill pictures and I want
them produced. 100% plus, you can or cannot tell Bud as you see fit, an sgreemacnt from
him not to make any further use of them or any further showirg of them. We can't uudo
CBS and I want no stinks, Jimoy can't stend them, Ur you. Thoy would hslp only me and
1 forgo them,

Eacept for your undsrstanding as if can have an effect on your of Jimy I ask
vothlang of you on this now and not for the coming week. By then we'll have a botter
undersianding of the aituation and whether what 1 have been working on comes off. (IT
Bud's press conference desl with Downing is on the Ray case ho had beiter be rrapared
Tor that of w Bfoh by uow he koows I am capable, Sikk of not.} wean this literally. I
am now capable of holding a press conference on my own. I can pay the rental of sSpace.
1 think you should tell him this promptly. herely that 1 hear he 1s in on such a press
conference but that if it deals with Ray without his having talked to me or asked my
peromission to use ny vork he'd bstter take & large store of food to western Hd.) He
won't dare show hi: lace anywhere else. Or will never get over bein: sorry.)

Bud has a consistent record of doing wrong and wessing up in the Ray case and
I have a complcte enough written record. At sose point we arc going to have to cone
front realitys Bud has been the greatost liability in the case and is probebly the
only reason it ien't over.

We both Lave these money end time problems. I su gest that you get Dick or some=
one else to explore the possibilities of haddling thé remaining work with Ray recogniged
as Battle 8id with a radltinilliongdire cpunsel, as a pauper, If this can be done we
can eldminate our groatest problem. If you do not do this or cannot it will leave me
with the need, whether or not I can meet it, in your interest and Jimuy 's, or peeing
what else is possible. Aside from zessing things up all Bud has done is meet sowe of the
cash coste in return for which he hap had e rich and entiraly unjustified harvest.

Realig: the position I see wmyself in now, with the obligation I bear Jimny. I do
bave a conflict, I have little trouble resolving 1: bocause those minor parts oi the costas
Bod pays are essentiad to Jimy.

Realize also now that I am ill and am not throwing off the symptoms that 1 am
neither able nor willing for an indefinite continuation of tiis idnd of situation, those
of the past, anu those I can anticivate aheoad. I think we are at the point vhere we
must soon get head-to-head with this. Believe we, if I have to be Sarried in I an willing
to clobber Bud #n this, much as I hope it will not be nsoensary.

I believe that if Bud did nut contrive the situation represented in the HeDonnell
contract kept secret from me he ip lawyer enough to have wnderstood it. and cragy with
(#ao enough to have wanted it.
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: I have no selfish purpese in this. Remember, you are the one who suggested to ne
when I did not think of it to tell the Times that if they do not agree to do the atory
as en interview 1 would hold & press conference and release it to all. My interests here
arc Jimy's and yburs. There can be no personal Lenefit to nme.

We are at a critifal point. We are at the point of succesas. Thers are problemes,

I wamed you that L have before been at a simdlar poijt wit: the Tues (and not the Times
alone) end had 1t aborted. by resding of Mos's continusaly shifting apcinments reminds
we of so puch in the  aut. ¥olw se:us %o have done veyy well in Californig.But it was
fo who was to have gone. Jobn used Fo'n leads and work. Then they were sending hiim to
Texas «hen 4 1 arned about this and gave him what he needed to use jor leanings. Thea
this morning, I'm sure from bed, ho phoned me, a<ked me the state of wy aisposition, nnd
told me he was in Tampa! It was :nderstood &hat lorrock would not gok to lud and he
is the one who was seut. iorrock, who was to have calied me and aidu't, did uot have

to knou more thun Bud needed to duplicate what you and I have dopa Tor Bud to got and
guve to Downing, (Uan he be ihe one Tylor would not indetify as the 19TH person not
knomn to ve a writer?Or ons of hia?)

I am no longer willing to take m charitable view of Bud and what lie dose and
dozen't do. I then felt and 1 am now convinced that the ondy reason he asked me abous
your arguing the case before 6th ecircuit is because he knows he doesn't lnow enough.

Jam welso well awara of the inability of people to face or esven understand
their ecotional problems. Our situation, my distuation and your placid peaceful ,
unseliish aisposition in which it vow'd be againet your nature to hasals with lud ave
what 4 have to keep in mind, We have to cope with the problem Bud presents. But 4if
I have to cope with it my way, I will. I will avoid it s louz ez I can bhut when the
tiwe comes and I awm convinced I can no longer, 1 won't. Bgd willk thon b the least of
Yy concerng.,

I'm tired, I'm disgusted by all of this, I should have been in bed efore this
and I'n not as prepered for ¥o as I ghould be. Yrying to inform you at this anint
secms Jore lmportent to se. I really «ant to npend my time other vays and trying to
rebulld. But Bud's record can't be ignored and this insane coatract troubles me deeply.
fiy one purpoec is to be preparcd. If you feel you can't glve me a cony ol the MeDomell
deal, don't. I think I should have jt- should have when it was executed - but 1'3 not
Pontest - your judgemont,

The way I feel now, and tirednens anddm may influence we, is that thic is
bul ans wore iu & series of pbtentially ruinousncss @0 or hate indulgences that at
sose poiat bhave to cors to an end,

It is &t this point that I got worried engugh to call you last night.I've slept
fairly vell if nzain 1lit'le end haven't hac time to think anything thrdugh. However, my
instictive reaction to your writing Herb and unilaterddly obrogating the contrsct is that
it 1o the fine and rdght move. By the way, 1t violates ny duitial agreement with Bud about
which while I amy perhapa not be eble to do anything trere is nothing to xesp we from
talidng and 1 pan produce & record of his wncontested representation of it the first time
I got proof of its violation. The one thing I can add is that if I ever feel the ne.d to
&0 public on % is I cortainly will. 4nd if Wrone or someone skilled viaits over the
holidays I surely will tape an om=al history. I've already asked Fo to do in in confidence
if he iver hus the time. For a rocewi for the Tvture only is my present intent. I the
Tiwew backs out I think Crewdson may be of a mind to take ths time snd I'd trust hinm,

The wgy things have turned out it 1s an inportant part of the bistory of this jeriod.
Hastily,



