Dear Paul, 7/2/15

Tou are entitiled fo an update on KcDonuld snd I've becn wanting to tring you
up to the present situation on Post Mortem becsuse of your interest in helping it,

I had a dual role in the McDonald matter. It turned out to ve interesting in
ways 1'11 not teke time for now.

I will have a continuing peraonal interest for reasons that will become ¢lear,

An old friend is Barnay Kossei's lawyer, thc fellovw whoe %ook the I az Curious
Yellow case to the Spprume Court. Bo knows of ny J¥K worke It is be who called to
ssk if 1'd read the so—calied "outline” for Roszet. I agreed. Thercifter screone at
Grove Presa called for confirzefion and sont we ¢ coyye The first two parsgraphs
t0ld me the book is a fraud.

S0, for the leuyer friend I hud one function axd for Srove ansther. I was frank
with both, secparately. 1 told the lawyer exsotly what the score is, detall after
detail, aisd & have ths copy o rked in sven greater detail, It is {otally izpossible,
except that I do not know who FeDonald kmew. However, even his story about how he
g0t inlo ihe wavter is spuricus. And his account of the assausination. allegedly from
the assassin, and of the scoond plasned assassination, that of Oswald, ars actuslly
p&ysioalx, ipossible,

Ky obligstion with the laryer was to tell him the truth. This extended to those
who could poesidly cues -usntification uf sumo of the characters is quite poscible.
Une in very much alive. Another hus heirs. Both are libelled, If I werc to represent
edther, & satier in uileh 1 would teke no inftiative or have any intersst but 1 put
it this Way for explanation, it would bs child's play to identify and lay a basis
for suit. :

For all practicel purposes this is another spook "black book," the kind of
overt fuke that Lelps thew ani tisy often sponsor for thneir oum kind of oerverss DGR,
It is thexefore az bad boox in this sense.

1 do uot kaow and I also have not been told what decision there hms been. I was
present for the end o: the contrasct negotiations. The/ option tima has expired or is
about to. Probabiy hasn't yed bLud will by the time you got this.

I {hink the attractivensss is in the formula. Well, it 1= not an exclusive one
80 as & fake 1t is alse worhtless. Yther simdlsr phonies are noe going avound.

On the book itsslf the defects are multitudinous. In my second role I pointed
out at the woeeting whut the bock movds wud what could be oxpected in promotions,
especially in interviows and talk shows. These comuents, of course, were helpful to
KeYonald aund his people betsuse they were correct and to the point. There will be
enormous trouble with the book if it is printed even AT thess defects are corracted.

Howover, tuds, the pabldc aspect of my worg, was quite plesging o MeD and his,
The private part 1 know nothing about. Wnile I was with thum the lavyer msde no
- recormendation to Rossete If he did not Ly the cod of last wesk hs wonht be abtle to
for a while because he left for a European vacation for a fortnight.

John Stars began very antagonistic and clearly frightened, The first part of
the morndng-long meeting was on the details of the coutracte. I was then eilent and
merely watcheds I know John and these are unexaggerated dvecripisions. Whes we got into
the book itself I could not have been more honestsx or f‘orthright iz what I said,
ranging from what could be expected during promotionsl work and what it could do to
the book and FoD go its literary defects and lack of credibility and what had to be
done to give it credibility. Here sy responsibiliiies were to bz impartial, to have
ro perscnal atiidude to an anti-social fake but to f£ill the role of an expert consultant,

Starr. hoDonald ani their various lawyers warmed up to it and wound up apprecisting
what I'd said and dons onough to be varm and thank me and ask foxr the halp I offered.
Thise included a fat file on 4the central if unnaned chqracter cther than the assassin,
I t01d them how they could get it from an associate, ‘ensterwsld, and that if he did
not glve it to them to let me know, However, this also gives you an idea of how much
work ¥lonald has actually done if he basn’t weitten to the archives ¢o get this stufff,
shich he can for a letter and & checke

After the meeting broke up and efter we lunched sepmeately, as I walked back to



ay friend's office 1 told him auother aspect, that if this fake appsars and FeDonald
gets air time I'1l hove a field day with fariness~doctrine time becsuse the book ia
80 transparent a fake pretending to be factual, I did not feel it was appropriate
for me in the sort of public role to go into this but it is an understatement. The
faking is reslly quite smateurish. XoD has an awarensss of this. There may have been
some kinc of incident in which he spoke to somebody but hs never got or accepted
what he presents as & real confeseion from a reel person and believed it. I teld
you tiie bscause you have some kind of relationship with him and you should know.

There is no doubt in my mind that Medonald has no innocence in this faking.

I tell you this because I have the impre:sion you have or think you have soms
kinld of TV irtersst in hiz atory,

In the course of ihe morning I came %o lsarn more sbout MeDonald and the characters
in his book than I think h: reelizes. Bad vides. Nothing good or evern commeroially
uerhiuhils ebout eny of it Not even as a fakel.Or a novel,

But thoze are not oy concerns because I doat thinmk anyons will zo for that
stufi except as a comuercial fuke or novel, whicg KEcD says he hag ne interest in,

In the course of the moraing I becana convinced that McD his or had some kind
of CIA history. Not just the reference t9 military intelligence in hie blo but CIA.
If you koow anything about this I'd e intorested for the future.

48 a fincl word go this, it Is cpparent that MeD hasn't even road (or 4f he
has, ass not undsrstood) the Warren Koport. “e knows virtuslly asthing sbout tha
actuslities of the JFK asiassization and is centempusons of the establi-hod fact.

His gotive I can only guess. It cen range frow money to serving other interests.

ihere nave been pobential develomiuuis o Fost Mortem I report in the event thoy
can be helpful with your efforts to helyp.

4 magaxine that nas been offered Wayne Cheatain's work on the King assassination
and did not like and would not go for it asked me about wy owne I arrangsi to meet
witi: them after the uovonalu meeilug. We were tggather until 2 aete, the ciitor and
managing editor anc their writer en this subjeche

Prneir opindon of Wayne's work is thai it could nos fight its way out of s paper
beg. Wayne is my friend and I told them $ids anc that 1 woulc not write anything in
competitiin with him. I also told them that because of ny ralationship with Rey I sk
would not now write anything new on that subject, However, I told them there was much
atill imev and unknown in #rame-Up, specifiad some I thought couid mege a good story,
and of:ered it to them. The: rights have reverted to me. (4s of today I woe all the
rights to all my work.) If they have reached a decision the. haven't tcld me snd I
haven,t asked. .I also toid them of other possibilities where I also wouid not write.
If they go for there I'll be hearicg from thok. (Someocue from CES was here all Say
Yyesterday on my Ray work, s0 your friends out there neod not feel it is s0 anti-~
Establishmentarian. another from CES, a producer workdng on re JIK case, wantsd to
meet with me at & time tbat conflicted ¥ith the MeD assigroment sc I asied hin to
call me later.That also 18 not as visualized out there bui 1 don_t kuow what you or
1 ean do about the attitude.

Laring this .long meeting we weat iuto Fost hoxtew. I ofiered ticm first serial
rights for a 5,000 print and other rights for more. They went for the book but ihey
do not decide on other than editorial matters. They are to take the project up with
managerent/ownershiz and be in touche +I they get & favor.able Gecision it will be
subject to examination or the materisl and the edizor ean t be nare wtsil as I
recall two more weeks. However, they were clearly exciteds

Thereare one of the smesuntional pepers was in touch £or two ouhir ruemonc &na
sent a staffer here to work on them and exsmine into P¥, Thet alco lscted into the
wee hours. “¢ Baft excited sbout the bovke igain the cuestion is a policy decisicon,

I made the same ofiers. This time the material was seen. I hoerd from him Jesterday
for more details ou the content for a Furtner roport s as of now therc has besu no
negative. The question there seems tu be cost: can they getl esough out of s.riul use
to justify the cost. (They erv strange peaple. Very successful but with ail the success
they have never syndicated abroad, where witn tids they could caslly recsvaer Jore

thau 1007 of tu-ir costs)



Bere I have bad luck in timdng. I have & good friend high editorislly but
without polioy say. ¥y friend will be on vacation for two more weeks.

¥hen the CND producer comes I'll make the same proposal to bim if by then I have
no deals “t will save them a fortune but like all bureaucracies the problem will be
to got soteone in authority to realize it. They have already wastsd mors noney than
this would cost and have nothing but useless crap for it. bowsver, they often find
the kinds of values they seek in crap, 50 1 donBt really know,

Today I am to have two visitors loge of the rsasone I'll not be able to read
and correct this)s The first is the representative of a printer and the second
two peoplé froa the Church comnittee.

Bocause the prospects for t$huis worik are no s0 good I've had to toy with the idea
of going further into debt and I've been meecking other estimates. I can get the job
done much cheaper out of Washington. Because of my listings in the standard indicea
I have also had another solicitasion vwhere with a new proceas I aux stire I can get &
chesper price. The c}uestion is of quelity. And, of course, costs If the job is not
a quality job I won ¢ be abdk to use it and still sell this kind of book. Tinme and
promised samples will #ell. A $10,000 figure now secms not impossible, subject to
learnig what the deal really is. it does require a cheaper paper dbut I'm assured
verbally it ig of zood quality.

¥With the Congressionsl comxittess I've {oken no initiatives. 1've responded to
invitations. I've had no hopes for the House but did respond %o two spproachea, The
situation thers is still not politidslly promising. There are many I could have
spproached and havennt.

Basically, my feeling has been that 1 am well enough known for those with sincere
interests to seek me out. This is no ego. It is my way of ovaljating gseriiusness, I
used to work on the HAll and I know how it works,

I have en 0ld friend who is a Member of the Church committee. I have stayed away
from him on purpose, koowing him and hls political problems, I knex that if and when
he felt his obligations or his aituation required him to be in touch with me I'd hear.

It happened last weok. I was ssked to go in before Frideye.xiex The Membor had
official dukies abroad for two wecks and he left * ridag. Be wented to be with mc for
part of tho meeting. I wallkted to a comnitee mceting with him and spent the rest of
the moming with his staff member. We then had an arrangement whereby the staffer
would come here the end of this week and the Kember after he returned from abroad.

The staff is this excited:t the man is coming today and bringlng an assoclate
with him,

Understand that meither the committee nor its staff ers a monolith. Host of them
on this subject have been seeing nuts. (I've been consulted on weeding some of thisout.)

4s of pow there is the possibility that «hat they want of Post Hortem may appear
es a sort of equivalent of the baker Report in the Watergate committec's work. There
is a deal on confidentiality until the minute of the filing if this eventuates. This
in itself can be very promising. If it means some becomes public domain,

This comsitee is not going to investigats the JFK assassination, +y will, if 4t
finds just cause, reccummend that there be a special ecommittee or one of the standing
ocnes asaigned thaet Jobs If 4t happens, this can be the reason, and that should give
enormous literary value to the work and the sarlier works on which it would also draw,.

While there was no stipulation of confidentiality on thls I would rather regard
it tlds way except for the degree to which you kight went to communicate the possibities
to those to whom you talk on this, Personally, I am without doubt that officisl use
would increase the prospects enormously that without it the prospscts are very good
because of the nature of the content, which is unique, and the changed attitude to
th. subject in general.

If the time comes for this official usa end I've not been able tp print the book
i'11 stili feel impelled to give tre committce, through this Member, whatever he wants.

There has been a develomment which will probably inhibit my ability to go further
into debt on this booke The small farm I own is about to be taken by the county in




whick it ise. I have be:n trydug to sell it for years and wondered why when in the
past I'd turned down large sums for it suddenly there could be no dcal. It turne
out that the bureaucrats decided it is what it iz not, wetlande, and had decided
to take it for this pseudo-scological use.

This is at a cloverleaf on a major superhighvay, so on thst basis alone the
decimion is insane because of the potential industriel and comsercial usss thal
could give employment and taX revenus.

1 ngve been dealing with these people for a half year. They nover tolé me anything
and 1 lesrned £z of their plan: and sct only by accident. They even rezoned it without
letting me know. Thers was tu have been a county council ueeting to decide on whether
to procecd with the plenz of wulech 4t in part ond 1 wae to have be«n told and they
held it without telling me. There was to have been s tex remission pending decision
and that elso there was note There was g soc~alled hesring lsst night, Only a single
subordinute of the county exccubive wae theres “o single slected officiale do.ever,

I wen: there apd did make a record. I do net kmow vhat it csn mean except in terus
of future litigation, for which I did make a recoré. But I can t hire 2 lawyer, so
that situation i. bleak. ~

I'1l not ¥now gnvt Ang until there is an appreieal, The prospects thers are
negligible broause of ;the rezomdng and thy rexditics it meuns. They have teken a
emall fsrm and voaverted into a single-reridence zoning, which amounts to coniw
fiscetion with 21l the faro buildings to be demoliched at great cost belors it can
be used for residontial purposcs.

I tell you all of tids because it reslly mesns I probably wili have to decide
ageinst extending ny d-bt. That farm was, aside from the value of my literary
rights, my one asset. Ufflcials sesms to have negated that asset for all practicel
purposes. I&1) be fighting it as best I can ans this is what 1 was doing last night.

Kot julowinz the law ond not being atle to reeearch it and still do enything
else, I'll provably have ¢ attenpt to fight thie as my own lawysr and on simple
Constitutionasl grounds.

This may sound bleak and on the property it is, but ths overald zituation
isn8t except in terms of unthinking attitudes to-ard it. Lven the iCH fear is
ivrational vecause the major thrust of the work is against the ¥8I, It is au
unequalled expose of the ¥FBI. .

If the Church committee decides to do mors than listen to the nuts they'll xot
do more than 1've slready done for theme *ie alons ought glve enormous literary
value to the work. And &b other and not completed work that could be completed
rapidly if I were relieved of the day-to-dsy chores.

In my suit agsinst the FBI for the suppressed scientific evidence they have
gone crazy in their effort to get the case dismiszsed on the bagie of partial compliance,
which would save them and gut the new FOIA law, The attitude: you have encountered
may well xovp those with real intereats in the law detached. However, I am rairing one
hell of a record in court papers. 4 have just prepred for filing the third of o
series of poverful affidavits that charge serions offenses against the jovernment,
including perjurye I buve made a record that under the fédersl rules precludes
diemiseal but there iu the juige, a pro-FBL hack, to contepd withe

70 appear to be in complinnce they have jus$ dumped some 400 pag:s of documents
and pictures unt.l now secret on me, They hend-deslivered thexm to my lawyer after the
end of the working daye. They shouid include & good story, which is not ry msjor
interest. The story could be "Secret FBI Tests Porve Oswald Irnocent.” ¥rom ny
lawyer's phoned descripiion of his casual exgminaticr 4 know vhat they have given mes 1t
is onz part of these tests I =pecified I did not want (reason, cost, but they can't
now charge for ilds!)e Crazy? They love grest power but they ar: also acereds I have
already forced the early returcment of the agent mostly involved in this, Frazier.
And tooir only enswer $o my first end proven ch:.rye of perjury iz to say to tha court
that 1 know more about the subject than anyone in the ¥Bl. Look for this on & book cover,
in faosimilei Sorry for the heste. I'n tryizg to isform se you can help better. “est,



