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TO: B8AC, MOBILE
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (157-1067) (P)

S8UBJECT: BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP), aka;
= RM ‘

For the information of the Mobile Division,

the Memphis Police Department has recently boen able to place
an undercover officer using the code name MAX into the Black
Organizing Project (DOP), the Black Power Novement in Hemphis,
Tenn., vhich is being investigated by both the Memphis PD and
the Memphis FBI, These two agencles have been cooperating
completely in this matter and have been exchanging informatiom
and much of the information furnished by the PD informant MAX
has proved to be of inestimable value to this ofﬂce.¢

On 5/23/68 1t. X, H, ARKIN, who has been most
cooperative with this Bureau, confidentially advised BA
WILLIAM H, LAWRENCE that MAX recently married; his wife has
a maiden name of LINDA HOLMES and until recently resided at
1445 Clementine, Momphis, Tenn., with her mother, lirs.
ELIZABETH HOLMES of the Clementine Street address. ARKIN
has learned from MAX that his new wife is a teacher in the
Memphis City School System and did her undergraduate college
work at Tuskegee Institute, Tuskegee, Ah.ﬂ

LEAD -

AT MOBILE, ALA, As a matter of police M
cooperation, Eh‘é—Yofi{Ie Office is requested to search ih%ii“

Mﬂﬂ—con\:erntnr LINDA HOLMES and also if feasible, conduc et
olotypeSredit and criminal checks at Tuskegee, Ala,, to detrmin g@: e

VP e hother—or not she has any arrest record or has ever m#ﬂ 4
{nvolved in any activities of & security or racial mature ’j:atl' .
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"l'-—ihichﬂqpuld create a problem for the Memphis Police Departmen b
Ans.0,3 = Noblle (RM) eeml . . Al
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BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP)

INVOLVEMENT IN FIRE BOMBINGS

On June 5, 1968, source two advised that on June 5,
1968, the Invaders, consisting of John B. Smith, Oree McKen-
zie, Murrell McCullough, Larry Davis, Richard Cabbage, Van
Cabbage, Donney Delaney, Monroe Hinds Jr., Arthur Norwood,
Verdell Brooks’, Melvin Smith, Charles Ballard, Womax Lee
Stevenson, Clinton Jamerson, James E, Phillips, Coby Vernon
Smith, Emmett House, Hurley Gibson and Ben Berry met to dis-
cuss theilr scheduled June 6, 1968, "operation," It was learned
that they planned to fire bomb three to four grocerics in the
black area of southwest Memphis, including Sciara's Grocery
on South Parkway West. Charles Cabbage and Milton Mack joined
the group.

It was decided tu let the youager Invauvers, led by
Richard Cabbage, finalize Lhe plans. Richard Cabbage wanted
to hold off, saying he had been followed by police but Nor-
wood wanted to go ahead. Oree McKenzie, John B. Smith and
Larry Davis were planning their alibis for the night of June
6, 1968. Voting to go ahead were Donney Delaney, Norwood,
McKenzie, Davis and Womax Stevenson. Plans were to hit three
white groceries with fire bombs simultaneously. Listed were
Sciara's 254 South Parkway West, Downing's Grocery and a
Chinese grocery.

On the evening of June 6, 1968, source one advised
that at about 9:00 p.m. Ben Berry, Emmett House, Hurley Gib-
son and Larry Davis said, "Something is going to happen about
11:00 to 11:30 p.m. June 6, 1968."

On June 7, 1968, sources one and two advised that
circumstantially three white groceries were fire bombed between
11:15 and midnight June 6, 1968, Sources advised that Inva-
ders Verdell Brooks, Finus Bethel, John B. Smith, Oree McKen-
zie, Larry Davis, Melvin Smith, Emmett House and Hurley Gibson,
as well as Charles Ballard and Murrell McCullough, established
alibis by being at the Log Cabin Cafe, South Parkway West,
beginning around 11:00 p.m., when Sciara's was fire bombed .
Enroute to the Log Cabin John B. Smith said the Invaders were
setting up something like the Mafia and he would call it the
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CONEIDERIIHY
BLACK ORGAN1ZING PHOJECT (BOP)

On July 29, 1968, source two advised that on July E
27, 1968, John B. Smith was extremely sick from an overdose *
of '"Dilandid," an injection drug, which he is now taking Tﬁ

intravenously as is Charles Harrington. This, source stated,
is called "mainlining."

On August 3, 1968, Lt. E. H, Arkin, Intelligence ”
Unit, Memphis Police Department, advised that the Police #
Department Vice Squad, pursuant to search warrants for 1644
Hanauer, Apartment 2 (John B. Smith's apartment) and Apartment
3 (Lizzie Jones' apartment, Jones allegedly having been stor-
ing phenobarbital and marijuana for the Invaders), raided
Apartments 2 and 3 on the night of August 2, 1968, after
the Police Department received advance information that NOP
payrollers would get paid August 2, 1968, and have a big mari-
juana party at John B. Smith's apartment.

Those the Police Department arrested at 1644 Han-
auver, Apartment 2, were the following:

Marva Norman, Negro female born April 26, 1951,

age 17 (2 juvenile), residence 147 E. Fernwood.

She said she had been going there for about a month.
She was charged with disorderly conduct and turned
over to|Juvenile Court;

Murrell 'EEullough Negro malqﬁ%g;nanax 13, 1944,
_residing 1445 Pougg} a Memp tate Unlversity
student, charged with éisorderly Eon E

Verdell Ronald Brooks, Negro male born April 18,
1948, residing 1512 Ball Road, employed by Neighbor-
hood Organizing Project (NOP) War on Poverty Com-
mittee, 161 Jefferson, charged with disorderly
conduct.

Charles Harrington, Negro male born March 11, 1948, y
residence 2075 Rile, employed by NOP - WOPC, 161 +
Jefferson, charged with disorderly conduct.
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RE: _INVADIRS

Chiracterizations of Elick “amther Tarty,

Students for a Democratic Society, and “tudony von-Violent e
Coordinating Ccemitiec, menticncd horcaraficr an this e
communication, are set fcrth 1in the 3prendix. R

A1, _INVADER HIADGUARTERS
On Pecember 17, 1968, Ecurce 1'os ~tated Invaders
were moving from Claybern Temple, WP Cha:ch, ’80 Hermando,
to a rented store front a1\21ii\ance. vhe i1shop of AME ﬂ
Church crdered Nr. H. Ralphy kscn, hrccter of TME !
Minimum Salary Division, 276 hernarde, arnd over-cer of b
Clayboern, to get them out. Tack-cm, 17 @dcr 10 Facify
and at spme time “use ' [anvaders, ccnsprited »ith Feverend
EzekieTX{ell, newly elecred President of ‘emphis N:ACP
Chapter, to pay their rent. Tackseon ~.urlied the money,
at S120 a menth rent. ostensibly liem the fred-ury of
Community on the “ove for Tquality iceq-r, a group of
Memphls Negro ministers. Pell, sFO 1s Aclave an (UMD,
along with JACKLON, giave the Invadérs Cast woncy with which
to pay the rent.

The new building is rented (r2m slvain ¥y
Reckenbacker, who operates a small forniture store at
275 vance. The original lease shoscd beverend tzekiel Dell
as lessee, sheain. the rental group not s inviders but as
a phantom group, “Community Organiziarg ‘1oyect . He later
delet his pame and listed two [nvaders, Z¢n Pigford and -I}
??}'c(ol]ough. s the lessecs. The lesse runs from -iéL
pecember 23, 1968, to June 23, 1969,

Three advised the Invaders had moved 1710 271 Vance and

Later on January 5, 1969, Scurces Oae, Tw0, and {\
obtained a telerhcne, number 527-35130 )

They added that records are arint 1ined by '
Cacheatuh Undre Smith and Shirley icung and tnpat Velvin ‘
Smith sleeps at the headquarters. \
On January 6, 1969, Scurce Cae added that pricr :
to moving to 271 Vance, Invaders, thrcuzh tre help of Reverend
H. Ralph Jackson and r7ekliel Cell . had niliried Lo move to 351 |\
vance and that Bell had rented the bu:lding frem Van Court ! -
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