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CHUTZPAH -
- that Jews are condemned from the right and the left is
w. Over the years, we have grown accustomed to anti-
paganda from the extreme right and, more recently, from
¢ left. Whar is relatively new is the growing acceptability
ish bigotry among some intellectuals, university students,
ate black and third world leaders.
>w in realizing how quickly the world was changing. Dur-
it decade of my professional life, I worked on the causes of
-odden, the underdog, the unrepresented. But it was always
le's causes: the civil rights struggle, the antiwar movement,
ign against capital punishment, the litigation for freedom of
, and the fight for gender equality. My clients and causes
ewish. (Indeed, the only client whom I remember as being
s porn star Harry Reems, and he certainly wasn't being
| for doing anything particularly Jewish.) Being a Jewish
t in other people's causes was the most natural feeling in the
was expected of us, and we were appreciated for it.
n the 1970s, things began to change, at first impetceptibly
juite palpably. University campuses are often the bellwether
. and yet I did not believe that what I was experiencing at
ecessarily reflected trends in the outside world. I soon learned
riends and others that it did, at least to some degree. It was
“in" to be Jewish, either ac Harvard or outside. Third world
re meeting with greater receptivity. While antiapartheid
e being actended by thousands (including large numbers of
riet Jewry rallies attracted only a handful of students, nearly
n Jewish. Pro-PLO speakers were more popular by far than
speakers. Although the lie of Holocaust denial was receiving
\acy among established scholars, some schools were welcom-
ionist” speakers.
beginning of the 1980s, my old friends from Brooklyn were
their children — as | was mine — in colleges around the
| was receiving reports of how difficult it was to be a com-
w on college campuses from Berkeley to New York City
Jewish students no longer experienced social exclusion on
f their heritage, but politically involved Jews — those active

or Soviet Jewry causes — were made to feel as if they were

v defenders of colonialism. Jewishness on college campuses
ly on: the defensive.
‘hat the time had come for Harvard to put its considerable

At Harvard: Quotas, n.%.ﬂ!—.tleﬂ ; o 87

prestige behind Jewish values and aspirations, the way it had done, for
example, in regard to black and third world concerns. In recent years,
Harvard had bestowed honorary degrees on important symbols of other
people’s aspirations: Bishop Desmond Tutu of South Africa, human-
itarian Mother Teresa, civil rights figure Bayard Rustin, jurist Barbara
Jordan, and others. I began to urge the powers that be to do the same
for Jews. Over a several-year period, I suggested Elie Wiesel, Anatoly
Shcharansky, Ida Nudel, Simon Wiesenthal, and others who repre-
sented Jewish values, aspirations, and suffering.

The decision to grant this high honor is shrouded in mystery.
Discreet campaigns are conducted on behalf of potential honorees, and
the decision is ultimately made by a group of about rwelve alumni,
professors, and members of the governing boards who are handpicked
by the seven-man governing corporation. Jewish students and faculty
had recommended Jewish heroes, but to no avail. It has been partic-
ularly galling thar no recent honorees have been singled out in re-
membrance of the Jewish suffering during the Holocaust. Yet during
the same period of time, several German officials — including some -
who fought for the Nazis — have been honored in various ways.*

To further exacerbate matters, in 1983 Harvard University named
a major scholarship program after John J. McCloy, the American high
commissioner to Germany after the war, who had pardoned Nazi war
criminals and returned confiscated Nazi property to these criminals.
McCloy had also played a leading role in the relocation and confine-
ment of 110,000 innocent Japanese Americans during World War I1.
Moreover, he advised President Franklin Roosevelt to deny refuge to
European Jews seeking to escape the Holocaust, and near the end of the
war he advised against accepting the pleas of American Jewish leaders
to bomb the rail lines leading to the death camps. He played an
important role in rescuing Klaus Barbie, the Butcher of Lyon, from
French justice. And finally, he presided over one of the most discrim-
inatory law firms in the country.

In light of this history, it is not surprising that many Americans of
Jewish and Japanese heritage did not regard John J. McCloy as a man
deserving to be honored for his deeds. It is also not surprising that
many German industrialists, especially those who did business as usual
during the Hitler barbarities, regarded McCloy as some kind of hero.

* When Teddy Kollek, the mayor of Jerusalem, was honored in 1984, the university went out
of irs way not to mention Israel, bue rather o focus on the city of Jerusalem as & kind of
ecumenical capital whose “precious heritage” Kollek had “preserved.”
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Accordingly, the Volkswagen Foundation funded the new Harvard
program honoring him. |

When a number of students complained to me about the McCloy
honor, I recommended that they speak to the dean of the John F.
Kennedy School of Government, Graham Allison, who had recently
acceded to the demands of black and other students to .change the
name of the library, which had been named after a family who had
business interests in South Africa.

When a group of students went to see Allison aboutr the McCloy
scholarship, he made them feel — as the students, who left the meet-
ing in tears, told me — "like moral lepers,” who "did not understand
anything about how the world or Harvard operates.”?’

He told the Jewish students that if they wanted to learn, they
should speak to Professor Guido Goldmann — the son of Nahum
Goldmann, late president of the World Jewish Congress — who had
recommended to the Volkswagen Foundation that the scholarship be
named after McCloy, a family friend.

Harvard had covered its Jewish rear by having one of irs “house
Jews" behind the proposal. During the postwar_period, Goldmann's
family had close personal, political, and business ties to McCloy. I had
experienced this “house Jew" technique early in my years at Harvard.
Whenever the university did anything that had the potential for cre-
ating tensions with Jewish students or faculty, the administration
made sure that it had at least one house Jew on its side. It would then
argue thar the Jews were divided over the issue.

The house Jew phenomenon transcends Harvard. It is used widely
by other institutions — corporate, governmental, social. I saw it first-
hand while I worked in the nation’s capital. In fact, Arthur Goldberg
first alerted me to it. The role was one he adamantly refused to play.
He was always an inside advocate for Jewish causes within the admin-
istrations he served; but he was never a house Jew who allowed his
Jewish identity to be used to justify actions against what he perceived
to be the Jewish interest. Goldberg always encouraged me to stand up
against Harvard's house Jews,

It is not clear to me whether those who employ this technique
realize how offensive it is. I recall receiving a lerter once from Presi-
dent Derek Bok, who has generally been very sensitive to Jewish
concerns, in which he responded to certain criticisms I had made of
Harvard's admissions policies. He ended his letter with the following
handwritten postscript: “I do not feel that anti-Semitic policies under
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President Lowell provide much of a basis for atracking the current
policies of our admissions committee. If you really feel that current
policies may simply mask a deeper desire to exclude Jews, I suggest
that you pursue this matter further with Al Sacks and Henry Ros-
ovsky.” Bok was thus inviting me to air my criticisms with two Jewish
deans, who were more institutionally loyal than I was.

It was against this background that my phone began to ring off the
hook on June 8, 1987. In that morning’s Boston Globe, an article
appeared under the heading "A Son Who Tries to Explain Away the
Sins of His Nazi Facher.” The thrust of the article, by a Rice University
history professor named Francis L. Lowenheim, was that Harvard was
about to confer an honorary degree on a man who had actively and
continuously attempted to cover up — and lie about — his father's
role in Nazi crimes. The honoree was Richard von Weizsicker, the
president of the Federal Republic of Germany. His father, Baron Ernst
von Weizsicker, was convicted of war crimes at Nuremberg and sen-
tenced to seven years' imprisonment. John McCloy had commuted his
sentence to one year. The baron had been Hitler's state secrerary, a
member of the Nazi party and the SS, and on the personal staff of
Heinrich Himmler, _un»m_, of the S and Gestapo. He was 'the man who
informed Adolf Eichmann, the official in charge of Jewish extermina-
tion, that there were no objections on the part of the German foreign
ministry to the deportation of thousands of French and stateless Jews
to Auschwitz, He was also the man who rejected Sweden’s offer to
accept Norwegian Jews about to be sent to Nazi death camps, and he
refused to intervene on behalf of Catholic priests who were sent to the
camps.

The Nazi war criminal’s son, President Richard von Weizsicker,
was certainly no conscientious objector to Nazi aggression. He was a
soldier who participated in the brutal invasion of Poland, which com-
menced Hitler's genocidal program. After the war, he helped his
father construct a perjurious and unsuccessful defense before the
Nuremberg Tribunal, which included the outrageous claim that even
the Jews had no “misgivings against Auschwitz.” As recently as 1985,
Richard von Weizsiicker said, “I really believe that [my father] did not
know about the existence of the gas chambers and the systematic mass
killing."*®

But the evidence was overwhelmingly to the contrary. The prose-
cutor who brought charges against the father has pointed to letters to
Eichmann and other documents that prove that “he worked together
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rible for the son “discovering all these signatures and lerters to Eich- -
mann.” But still the son persisted in trying — according toa New York |

Times reporter — to “rehabilitate his family name."”

Those who supported the Harvard honor pointed to 2 speech Weiz-
sicker gave in 1985 in which he appeared to acknowledge the guilt of
his generation. “Who could remain unsuspecting-after the burning of
the synagogues . . . ? Whoever opened his eyes and ears and sought
information could not fail to notice that Jews were being deported.
. . When the unspeakable truth of the Holocaust then became known
at ﬂ_...nnnn_omnvniﬂu.:nooﬂubwomcun_&a&aﬁnmﬁw_ﬂmgn
known anything about it or even suspected anything.”*®

Yet while blaming others he persisted in claiming that his own

. father — who was no ordinary citizen or even mere Nazi party

member — did not know. Perhaps a son should not be condemned for

. blinding himself to his father’s guilt, but neither should he be honored

for his mendacity and aided in his ignoble goal to “rehabilitate his
“family name.” .

Several of the calls I received that morning came from Holocaust -
survivors — Baron von Weizsicker’s victims. They did pot want the |
Harvard honor to be understood as helping Richard von Weizsicker to

cehabilitate the deservedly disgraced name of his criminal facher.

lecter:

In your speech to the Bundestag of May 8, 1985, you declared that
“anyone who closes his eyes to the past is blind to the present.”

Many of us on the Harvard faculry, student body, and community
believe that you have closed your eyes to your father’s criminal past.
We believe that you assisted your facher in constructing a perjurious
defense at the Nuremberg trials, and continue to deny that he knew of
the Holocaust.

A great university should be a place of discourse, not denial. 1
challenge you, therefore, to debate me abour the role yaw have played —
and continue to play — in covering up your father’s ignoble past.

I received no reply from him, but I did get an immediate response
mBBnrnIuanmvoznngmBn%nn_un:maﬂwﬂ&nnE
expressed concern about” any protests and warning me that “if some-
thing unexpected happens, they will act in the manner they deem fic.”

This seemed a bit disproportionate, since I had announced thar all I
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T Planoed to do was hand our # el at the entrance v Hi _
- The lealer, enticled ~The Other Side of Richard von Weizsickers "=

After reviewing Weizsiicker's record, I wrote him the following

A
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Honor,” described his role in denying his father’s guilt and posed a v g
series of questions such as “Do you believe a Harvard bonor should be -
wsed to help ‘rehabilicate’ a family name which has been deservedly
disgraced by 2 war criminal?”

At the ceremony itself, when the honor was conferred, Weizsicker
was described as having been born to a “distinguished family.” He had
succeeded in having Harvard rehabilitate his family name.

Within weeks of receiving the honor, Weizsicker felt comfortable
enough with his past to become the first European bead of state o
Eaggnnﬁﬂbg.&gmﬁﬂg
placed oa our Justice Department watch list as a suspected Nazi war
criminal. A few years later, Weizsicker was instrumental in obtaining
Dutch pardons for two major Nazi war criminals who had originally
been sentenced to die for actively causing the murders of more than ten
thousand Jews living in Holland, including Anne Frank. Their sen- -
tences were first commuted to life imprisonment, and then they were
freed and given a heso's welcome by German compatriots. President
ﬂn-ﬂ_mnrﬂ.{nﬂgﬁr decision, calling it a “humanitarian
acT. _

Douring the course of my protests, the Harvard administration again
Erhﬁﬂ?.ggwggugmnﬂng 3
er's booor at which the Jewish dean of the faculty pointed! ided.
to the local Jewish newspaper which not only defended Harvard and
Weizsicker (many of the facts he pointed to had obviously been pro-
-E&v—?%onrgggg_nvﬁglﬂuam.
ciring the honor. He characterized the newspaper articles that had
i%gn..maaw&&..ﬁmgoﬁﬂmnr&:ﬁvmﬂu
ga.&a&um-anrgvmnnon%_g.&udﬂ.ggi
E—E.Enwﬁwmaa%?u&swaivvrﬂroa_
sdmired — and continue to sdmire — so much. But I have long be-
lieved that even rabbis can be wrong. And Rabbi Gold was wrong in
condemning critics of the Weizsicker honor in such inappropriate
terms.

Anocher recent event demonstrates how embarrassed some profes-
sors of Jewish background feel about their Jewishness. In the fall of
1989, an official delegation of Soviet prosecutors and judges — several
of whom had personally participated in the persecutions of Jewish
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well as individual. The Jewish nation could never again be restored,

least not until its members accepted the true faich. The sons and
wghters of the devil were destined to wander the earth, nacionless,
spised, destitute, and powerless.

When Christianity became the official religion of the Roman Em-
re in the fourth century, the church achieved che political power to
sure that its prophecy of Jewish failure was fulfilled. Jews were
«luded from positions of influence, and their rights — political,
-onomic, social, and religious — were taken away. [t became a civic
rrue, as well as a religious obligation, t© contribure to.the vilificarion
* the Jews. Thus, theological anti-Judaism devolved into more gen-
-alized economic, political, and social stigmatization and discrimi-
ation against Jews. The Code of Justinian, enacted in 534 A.D.,
sreailed Jewish freedom of worship, banned Jews from holding public
ffice, and divested them of most property rights.

These civic deprivations and discriminations spread throughout Eu-
spe during the Middle Ages. Wherever Jews wandered throughout
“hristendom, they were burdened with theological and civil discrim-
nation and vilification. They were segregated into ghettos, disquali-
ied from engaging in “Christian” occupations, denied the right to
vork the land, and forced into trades and professions that were per-
eived as exploitative.

During the second millennium of Christianity, Jews were also mas-
acred in large numbers by religious crusaders and inquisitors pur-
»orting to act in the name of their God. In 1096, French and German
"ews were subjected to mass murder by che first Crusaders, men who
1ave been glorified in literature, art, and history. It has always amazed
ne that some decent Christians still honor the memory of these geno-
-idal killers of women, babies, and men — mass murderers who pro-
vided a precedent for the Holocaust. In my own state of Massachusetts,
Holy Cross University calls its athletic teams the Crusaders. That
seems about as sensitive as if a Lutheran university were to name its
football team the Storm Troopers. Ar least, to my knowledge, no
college has glorified the Inquisitors.

The Crusades were followed by outbreaks of religiously inspired
mass murder against the Jews for several centuries. The period of the
Black Death, during the middle of the fourteench century, led to the
scapegoating of the Jews for the epidemic and the destruction of more
than two hundred Jewish communities throughout Europe. The Span-

ish Inquisition, at the end of the fifteenth century, marked the expul-

“
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sion of Jews from Spain and the movement of Jews eastward toward
Poland, the Ukraine, and Russia. Jews were similarly expelled from
other Christian nations — for example, England in 1290, France in
1306, Austria in 1421, and Portugal in 1497. .

.H..rn Middle Ages also witnessed the development of one of the most
persistent and pernicious historical lies in the history of Christianity
namely the “blood libel.” The blood libel was a clerical invention
nvn.._.m.bw the Jews with murdering Christian children in order ro use
their Eoom.mon religious rituals. Although its origins are shrouded in
obscurity, it seems to have been strengthened by a corruption of a
tenet that emerged from the Fourth Lateran Council (1215), in which
the eucharistic doctrine of transubstantiation — the bread E.i wine of
the eucharist as Christ’s body and blood — was formulated. Jews were
onmﬁ.o:&@ accused of stealing a consecrated host and subjecting it to
Eh.mﬁ.nnwnwbnzn. The Fourth Lateran Council also enacted a canon re-
quiring Jews to wear a distinguishi —
sdrrvos b A inguishing badge — a precedent for the

The blood libel was preached from the pulpit, written in holy
voorm. E.R_ passed down from generation to generation. It provoked —
nn..u_ justified — religious pogroms from as early as 1298, when an
amnEﬂn.m 100,000 Jews were murdered in Germany and Austria, and
rnu_ vanw;w& _.nmn the twentieth century. .

n 1876, a leading Russkn writer wrote a hlet * i
n_..n. use of Christian blood by Jewish sects monvwmmvmmn_uﬂ“ M“”M“Ham_
”._H.vaﬂavfan ﬂﬂ quite popular in czarist Russia and was reprinted

terous times. Between 1911 and 1913, a Jewish superi
a _un._nw kiln in Kiev stood charged with Nbﬁ.rnnmaw a ”n“”ﬂ”w.wm.
Q.Emn._h: boy in order to use his blood in a religious ricual. Alchough
the evidence was overwhelming thar a gang of thieves had committed
the B:.n_n_.. the Jew — Menachem Mendel Beilis — was framed by
n._.a anti-Semitic minister of justice and charged with the crime. The
trial became an international event (and eventually the subject of
m......:.»nn_ Kw_n:._cn_.m prize-winning novel The Fixer). Among the pros-
ecurion witnesses was a Catholic priest named Father Justin Paranaitis
who swore thac the murder of the boy bore all the hallmarks of a ritual
killing as required by Jewish tradition. His testimony was refuted by
u..._..nnu_. experts on Jewish law, who testified that there was absolurely
no basis in Jewish sources for the use of Christian blood in ritual. The

mE..v._ composed of local Christian peasants, unanimously acquirted
Beilis.
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faced with comparable external ‘and internal threats to its survival.

Critics of Israel who generally take no interest in human rights or
civil liberties — right-wing columnists such as Rowland Evans and
Robert Novak, Georgie Anne Geyer, Joseph Sobran, and Patrick
Buchanan come immediately to mind — have some explaining to do
as to why they single out Israel for special condemnation. The same,
of course, is true of nations with abominable records on human rights
who lecture and hector Israel on its lack of perfection in these areas.

Even many Israelis I know often forget the big picture, in their rush
to condemn particular policies (especially when implemented by the
party to which they are opposed).

The case for Israel can and should be made not by compromising
principles of justice, egalitarianism, civil liberties, and liberalism, but
rather by reference to those lofty principles. I do not shrink from
making that case, even though it requires an occasional criticism of
specific Israeli practices — any more than I shrink away from making
the case for America with full awareness and acknowledgment of our
imperfections in practice.

When my friends and I were growing up in our Orthodox sheer/ in
Brooklyn, the problem of Israeli actions conflicting with personal
philosophy arose almost exclusively in the context of religion: the
secular state of Israel was just not religious enough for us.

Our families and teachers did not take the extremist view, associ-
ated with organizations such as Neturai Karte, that the establishment
of a Jewish state before the arrival of the Messiah was a misguided
heresy. We were too practical for that. There were tens of thousands
of displaced persons, survivors of the Holocaust, who had nowhere to
go. Whatever one’s religious views—and we debated these
endlessly — the Holocaust had made Israel a practical necessity. But
that didn’t mean it had to be so secular!

As long as the issues remained on that level, the conflict between
our Zionism and our criticism did not create any dilemma. Nobody
except the Jews gave a damn abour our little internal disputes! It was
a fight within the family.

Everything changed after the Six-Day War of 1967, when Israel’s
status seemed transformed from underdog to victorious warrior. Now

everyone in the world seems to give a damn — and have an opinion —
about what Israel does, how American Jews judge Israeli »acam.. and
what we say, or don't say, abour Israel. This is understandable, within

limits, since the issues now do involve others, primarily Palestinians
both inside and outside Israel. The disputes are no longer within the
family.

The stakes for Israel are also far higher than they were when we used
to criticize it as kids. Every current criticism of Israel — whether
made by Israclis, American Jews, or others — is used by its enemies
as part of an explicit international campaign to delegitimare Israel.
The notorious “Zionism is a form of racism” resolution is the most
striking example. Nor is it over, as the repeated efforts to withdraw
Israel’s credentials in the UN General Assembly attest, and the con-
stant comparisons berween Israel and South Africa — which Aas been
delegitimized by the world community. :

I have been actively struggling with this dilemma since 1967.
Before that time, I saw— and still see — no conflict between my
Zionism and my moral principles. Israel was almost entirely in the
right. The Israeli-Arab conflict was as simple a clash between good and
evil as existed in our imperfect world. It is important to recall the
pre-1967 situation in order to give context to the post-1967 criti-
cisms. . :

The Jews had earned their right to a homeland. They had settled and
worked mostly barren areas of the British mandate of Palestine, which
they had bought— with the help of contributions from our blue-and-
white Jewish:National Fund boxes — largely from absentee landlords.
They buile hospitals, schools, and kibbutzim, and established the
infrastructure of a state. They quite literally rurned swampland into
orchards and made the desert bloom. More important, because of the
actions of the entire world toward Jews — their second-class status and
the barriers to their immigration — it had become clear that the Jews
needed a state.

They were prepared to compromise their biblical and historic claims
and to accept a fraction of Palestine as theirs. Bur after the United
Nations’ 1947 decision to dissolve the British mandare and partition
Palestine into two states, one for Jews and one for Arabs, the Arabs
refused to agree to Jewish sovereignty over an inch of Palestine, even
over land on which no Arb lived. Only three years after the close of
the Holocaust, Arab leaders, many of whom supported Hitler’s geno-
cide, were calling for a war of extermination against the Jews —a
“momentous massacre which will be spoken of like the Mongolian
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nassacres and the Crusades.” The grand mufti of Jerusalem, who had
ppent the war years in Berlin with Hidler, expressed “‘greatest joy and
{eepest gratification” for the Nazi accomplishments and declared a
‘holy war” whose goal was t0 “murder the Jews! Murder them all!"?

The 1948 war was entirely the fault of the Arab states (with a little
encouragement from the British), which were determined to abort the
new nation of Israel before its birth. Israel endured, with much loss of
life, including many who had survived Hitler's ovens. When a truce
was finally declared, Jordan was left in control of the Jewish quarter of
Jerusalem — which had been continuously populated by Orthodox
Jews for centuries — and destroyed the Jewish holy places, including
historically significant synagogues and yeshivas. Graves and artifacts
were desecrated. Jews were denied access to the Western Wall, long 2
place for prayer and lamentation. (It was not destroyed because it is 2
retaining wall for the Temple Mount, on which one of Islam’s holiest
mosques was built).

Liccle protest was heard from the international community — OF
from the religious world. Israel and the Jewish people accepted the loss
of the Jewish quarter and went on with the business of building a
state. The Arabs kept fighting, diplomatically and terroristically.*

According to the Arabs, all of Israel was occupied terricory. There
was no room for compromise. As the king of Saudi Arabia put it in
1954: “The Arab nations should sacrifice up to 10 million of their 50
million people, if necessary to wipe out Israel. . . . Israel to the Arab
world is like a cancer to the human body, and the only way of remedy
is to uproot it, just like a cancer.” In 1959, President Gamal Abdel
Nasser of Egypt announced “on behalf of the United Arab Republic
people, that this time we will exterminate Israel.” Nasser repeated that
pledge just nine days before the start of the Six-Day War in 1967. Four
days later, President Aref of Iraq declared: “The existence of Israel is
an ecror which must be rectified. This is our opportunity to wipe out
the ignominy which has been with us since 1948. Our goal is clear —
to wipe Israel off the map."

The big issue between 1948 and 1967 was the Arab “refugees” who
had left Israel and moved to areas under the control of Arabs. There
was great controversy, both within Israel and outside, over whether

. m_n_._..o_.wvﬂ. chis was before there was any R%ﬁs!-ﬂﬁinoaomn—sﬁ.nn Bank, the
Gaza Serip, or East Jerusalem. At lease befote any occupacion by Jews! All of this “Palestinian”
land had, of course, been occupied by Jordan and Egypts bur with no protest from the
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chese Arab refugees had been pushed out by Israel or had left on the
instructions of Arab leaders with the promise of 2 glorious return.
There is obviously some cruth to both positions. Certainly, many
Arabs were frightened away by Israeli soldiers; some obviously left
after hearing of civilian “'rassacres. (Whether these accounts were
true, false, exaggerated, or covered up is not as relevant as whether
they were believed by the Arabs who left.)

As a civil libertarian and human rights activist, 1 was never much
moved by the claims of chese refugees. Political solutions often require
the movement of people, and such movement is not always voluntary.
Making Arab families move — intact — from one Arab village or
town to another may constitute a human rights violation. But in the
whole spectrum of human rights issues — especially taking into ac-
count the events in Europe during the 19408 — it is a fifth-rate issue
analogous in many respects to some massive urban renewal or othef
projects that require large-scale movement of people. For example, the
building of the Aswan High Dam in Egypt necessitated the relocation
of 100,000 Arabs and the destruction of numerous Arab i:»mnm.a
There were certainly numegrous precedents following both world wars,
as well as other recent dislocating events of history — including the
establishment of new states. There were sO many refugee groups
throughout the postwat world, and in so much worse condition, that
it is difficulc to understand why this particular dislocation assumed
such international proportions.

For example, following the end of World War 11, approximately
Gfteen million ethnic Germans were forcibly expelled from their homes
in Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Romania, Yugoslavia, and other
Central and Eastern European areas where their families had lived for
centuries. Two million died during this forced expulsion. Czechoslo-
vakia alone expelled neacly three million Sudeten Germans, turning
chem into displaced persons. The United States, Great Britain, and
the international community in general approved these expulsions, 25
necessary to secure'a more lasting peace. The presence of “disloyal
minorities,” or so-called fifth columns, had helped to destabilize Eu-
rope on the eve of World War IL. It would be a source of increased
seability if “population cransfers” could produce a new Europe where

5 Germans lived only in the two Germanies and other nations had

populations that reflected their own ethnic and linguistic backgrounds.
President Franklin Roosevelt's assistant Harry Hopkins memorialized
his boss’s view that although transfer of ethnic Germans “is 2 hard
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procedure, it is the only way to maintain peace.” And Viscount Cran-
borne said in the British House of Lords:

The humanitarian case must be considered in relation to the causes of
war. It can fairly be said, I think, that the suffering caused by a week’s
war would be more than the suffering caused by the efficient resettle-
ment of these populations whose present situation is liable to endanger
future _uo@nn.u

The ethnic German populations of these European countries had
included individual traitors, saboteurs, and fifth columnists. But chey
had also included significant numbers of simple farmers, factory work-
ers, and apolitical people who just happened to speak German and live
in German enclaves. But since “their people” had started the war and
then lost, it was deemed appropriate for entire ethnic German com-
munities to bear the burden of relocation in order 0 reduce the like-
lihood of future wars. On the scale of human rights violations, forced
cransfer of minority ethnic populations in order to enhance the stabil-
ity of the region did not weigh heavily in the postwar era.®

Comparable transfers of populations, though far less systematic,
were occurring in the Middle East at about the same time. Hundreds
of thousands of Sephardic Jews, who had lived in Arab and Islamic
countries for centuries, were officially encouraged to emigrate. Some
wanted to go. Others were frightened into leaving by the prospect of
an Islamic holy war directed against them, or by the danger that they
might be held hostage (as the remnants of Syrian Jews have been).

Similarly, many Arab residents of the new Jewish nation of Israel
were encouraged to emigrate to Islamic countries by a combination of
factors, including fear, a desire to live under Islamic rule, and political
considerations.®
~ The exchange of populations in the Middle East served some of the
same goals as the far more extensive, lethal, and systematic one that
was raking place in Europe. It would remove potential fifth columns,
stabilize the region, and enhance the prospects for peace.

But the Arab leaders did not want peace. They used the refugee

-FEHFEmQ&nﬁnE.:HﬁET%iE&EE
leaders supporved Hitler during World War I1. They also actively and successfully opposed
opening the doors of Palestine to Jewish immigration during the Holocaust. They were
nﬂ'BwEﬁ.Eﬂl&B&]Bmﬁ?FﬁB-ESﬁEEE;
some moral responsibilicy.

e b

e
e~

E " issue to encourage continuing belligerency. It became an excuse for not
¥ making peace — for not accepting the reality that the ancient land of
& Isracl-Palestine could be populated by two peoples and divided into
E- two nations. It should be recalled that berween 1948 and 1967, Israel
. posed no barrier to the establishment of a Palestinian state oo the West
. Bank and in Gaza. There was no Palestinian state because the Arab
W |caders did not wanta Palestinian state alongside a Jewish state. Their
i@ collective goal was the total destruction of the Jewish state. The
& Palestinian refugees would better serve that goal if they were kept in
‘@ camps as a homeless people than if they were allowed to move out of

s the camps and establish their own state.
e 1 believed then, and I believe now, that those who singled out the

o IR uTyifssd

“  those who had allegedly caused the problem — namely the Jews —

& than they were in helping those who were its victims. Elevating the
f. . Arab refugee problem above the far more compelling problem of other
# groups was a form of indirect international anti-Semitism, acceptable
% in a world too close to the Holocaust to legitimate direct anti-Jewish
& bigotry.*

.- Any fair assessment of the Arab refugee problem made it clear that

= at bottom it wasn't primarily a human rights issue. The human rights

£ aspect of the dislocation could easily have been solved by the Arab
B states, with the assistance of the United Nations. Several Arab states

 was made to stop — actively prevent — Arab refugees from being
- settled in other states. They were brought in as stateless workers but
* denied citizenship or permanent residence. The decision was made to
keep many of the refugees in horrible camps, precisely to encourage

® A New York Times story of August 12, 1990, described the plight of “fifteen million men,
women and children™ who have been “internationally recognized as refugees.” Following
World War 11, the number was berween thirty-three and forty-chree million, and at the time
the Palestinian refugee problem began — with 600,000 to 750,000 refugees — the number
&~ throughout the world was berween sixteen and eighteen million. Many of the current group
are refugees from Islamic pariops. Yet the world knows little of their situation. Only the
Palestinian refugees have ceceived widespread international support. It is fair to esk why.
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.'s Holocaust and Pol Pot's genocide in Cambodia did not ran-
ly kill civilians. Nor was it weakness alone that caused these —
other — moral sufferers to forbear from easy recourse to random
.nce. It was a refusal to lower themselves to the immoral means
by their oppressors.
\ contrast, Palestinian terrorism began before the Israeli occupation
e West Bank and Gaza Strip. The grievance of the pre-1967 Arab
rists was primarily over disputed land. Even after the occupation,
grievance was over statehood, not life or liberty. This is not to
grate the claim of Palestinians — or stateless people such as the
ds, Armenians, Tatars, or numerous others — to political nation-
1. It is to demonstrate that on a scale of moral claims, that of the
stinians ranks comparatively low. Nor does it rank particularly
1 in terms of the need to focus attention. Disproportionate world
ation; as measured by support from the United Nations and in-
dual countries, has been paid to the Palestinians, as compared to
«r stateless and aggrieved people.
"et despite the relative weakness of their moral claims, various
stinian groups — beginning with Yasir Arafat’s Fatah and the
) — have resorted to the most vicious forms of terrorism against
yent civilians, including children.
“he world may have to deal with terrorists in order to save lives.
the moral scandal is that in addition to simply dealing with these
orists, much of the world has bonored them. The standing ovation
seded Yasir Arafat — the architect of international terrorism — by
1y UN representatives in Geneva in 1988 will live in infamy. The
lingness of world statesmen — including the pope and other moral
lers — to treat Arafat as a person deserving of tribute is beyond
ral comprehension.
'n response, it is often argued that Israeli prime ministers Me-
hem Begin and Yirzhak Shamir had also been terrorists, during the
rs of the British mandate. That is a false analogy. The nature of the
jin-Shamir terrorism — unjustified as it was in my view — was
y different from Arafat’s. It was directed primarily at British and
ib military targets, not at families traveling on civilian airlines.
ither Begin nor Shamir was rewarded for his terrorism; indeed, they
d a heavy price, being relegated to minority status within the
.+ aeliy political system for decades. And even today, they do not
s standing ovatioss a the Uniced Nations.  ~ /711"

* * *
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& Despite the hypocritical opposition to Israel by some influential offi-
L cials, grass-roots support for the beleaguered Jewish nation was wide-
£ spread in America and throughout the western world. Much of this
= changed following Israel’s victory over the united Arab armies in

1967. Israel captured the Sinai from Egypr, the Golan Heights from

B Syria, and che West Bank (including East Jerusalem and the Old
- City) from Jordan. The Six-Day War was plainly a defensive one

from Israel’s perspective. Although Israel struck the first military
blow with its preemptive strike against the Egyptian air force, there
can be little doubt that Egypt had started the war by its closure of
the Strait of Tiran to Israeli shipping; the closing of an international
waterway is recognized as an act of war, justifying a military re-
sponse. Israel had clearly warned that the closing of the strait would

.w.n so taken.

Moreover, President Nasser of Egypt had publicly declared that a

stace of war existed berween Egypt and Israel and that he would select
- the appropriate moment to unleash his formidable military machine —
; and those of his Syrian, Jordanian, and other Arab allies — in order to
B¢ “drive the Jews into the sea.” International law recognizes that no
£ nacion need wait until it is placed on the defensive by a military
£ invasion before it strikes bick. A preemptive strike designed to pre-

vent an imminent invasion is universally regarded as proper and law-
ful. For example, if the United States had obtained reliable intelligence
informartion, on December 1, 1941, about an imminent invasion of
Pearl Harbor, -no one would have disputed its legal — and moral —
right to destroy the Japanese air force before it could reach Hawaii.

The capture of the West Bank was even more defensive in nature
than the capture of the Sinai. Israel did not immediately move its
troops into the West Bank, even though Jordan, as required by the
terms of its milicary alliance with Egypt, had opened hostilities in and
around Jerusalem and was inflicting heavy Jewish casualties there.
Instead, the Israeli government sent an unambiguous message to the
Jordanian government, assuring it that the Israeli army would make
no move into the West Bank or even the Jewish quarter of the Old Cicy
if the Jordanians would cease fighting. But Jordan persisted in its
aggression, and the Israeli army responded by capturing the West

Bank and establishing its military border at the Jordan River.

The story of the Golan is somewhat.different. As anyone who has

Bt been atop the heights realizes, whoever controls she steep high ground.
8- controls the valleys and lake below.. And beneath the Golan Heights
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country and to his president, as well as to his people. Wiesel tried, and
failed, nongiuﬂn__nvﬂﬂﬂnﬂwnvngﬁmvnﬂuﬁ:muﬂivﬁ
mistake — a mistake for America as well as for Jews — by going to

Bitburg. A first-class American has a right and a duty to try to prevent

his president from making a mistake.

Several years ago, Elie Wiesel flarrered me by publicly stating that
“if there had been a few people like Alan Dershowitz during the 1930's
and 1940's, the history of European Jewry mighe have been dif-
ferent.” > Generous as the assessment is, it is an obvious exaggeration.
No private citizen alone could have changed the course of Nazism. But
Wiesel's starement has made me ponder what I might have done, had
I been a “Jewish leader™ during the 19308 and 1940s.

When I travel to the places of the Holocaust — Auschwicz, Riga,
Budapest, Bucharest, Frankfure, Przemy$l, Krakéw, Warsaw, Lédz —
it is almost as if I am trying to travel backward in time. I have asked
myself what draws me so often to these Jewish burial sites. On a recent

. visit to Poland, I finally understood: I am trying — on an unconscious

§|B%EFES§_B§HFEEB«§F
are being slaughrered. Although I fully realize, on an intellecrual
level, thae 1 could have done nothing to help, I reach out for any
gmwm_mqgaﬂﬁnigugagau%uaw_u:@.
It is a fantasy born of frustration, v_ﬂaan.‘mnwﬁqnﬂ_.

Even with' the benefit of hindsighe, it is not easy to suggest a
definite straregy that would have assured a higher American commit-
ment to Jewish rescue. But silence was surely the worst approach.
Efforts should have been made to bring over eyewitnesses — like Jan
Karski and some of the Jews who managed to escape from the ghettos
Egﬂlifﬂgégmalﬂnsﬁnggvﬁ.:ﬁ.
A Jewish community so rich in communication skills could surely have
done a better job of touching the American conscience. American Jews
should have done for European Jews whar they helped American blacks
do only a decade later: make the moral case through dramatic acts of
self-denial and civil disobedience. Jewish leaders were not afraid to go
to jail for black civil rights. But they were afraid — not physically
afraid, but afraid of what others might think — to go to jail, to chain
themselves to the White House gate, and to scream to high heaven
~ when the lives of fellow Jews were on the line. While Jewish leaders
E?Emi%mgaagﬂgucﬁmniu?ﬁn

effort to convey the depth of the Jewish tragedy, no American Jew in
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in protest over American refusal to lift immigration barriers, to bomb |
the rail lines ro Auschwitz, or to take other steps that might have

E  aved Jewish lives. Jewish leaders insisted on maintaining their dig-

nified silence, their caution, and their loyalty to a morally reprehen-

,H.m. sible American policy, for fear that to act otherwise would make abad
&~ impression on their “hosts.” They did not want to spend the reserve of
= ~ capital — or goodwill — they had built up through generations of

model citizenship. They failed to understand that this was the time to

S usc thac reserve, and indeed to borrow even beyond the limit of their
“m. nun&n._:ﬁun_ﬁEngvgm%nbanmnnnunam%_n&ua&nuﬂ

regard American Jews as first-class American citizens, enticled to de-
mand action on behalf of their mortally endangered brothers and
sisters. ,

In his monumencal wock The Abandonment of the Jews, historian

£, David Wyman outlined twelve steps chat could have been taken to
£ rescue hundreds of thousands of Jews. Each of these steps was ac-
g tually proposed during the Holocause. Some were as simple as no-
£ tifying the Jews of Europe of the fate that awaited them at
¥ Auschwitz and the other extermination camps. As one of the few
§ Jews who escaped from Auschwitz, Rudolph Vrba, later puc it
Bt “Would anybody get me alive to Auschwitz if I had chis informa-
. tion? Would thousands and thousands of able-bodied Jewish men
& send their children, wives and mothers to Auschwirz from all over
& Europe, if they knew?” It was central to the success of the Nazi
®  genocidal plan that the victims be deceived into believing that they

were being transported to work camps. Had the truth been com-
municared to them — by radio, leaflets, or even the specially crained

Jewish agents who were evenrually parachuted beyond enemy

lines — many could have been saved.'*
Another simple proposal was to open the door — even a bit — to

g * Jewish immigration into the United States, Palestine, North Africa,
- the Virgin Islands, or any one of 2 number of locations where refugees

could have been out of harm’s way. But no one wanted the Jews, even
Jewish children, in large numbers.

Other proposals were more complicated, such as bombing the rail
lines to the camps and even the gas chambers themselves. John Mc-

- Cloy, then a presidential adviser, was instrumental in preventing any
[.  humanitarian bombing designed to save Jewish lives on the ground -
= thar all bombing decisions should be made on milicary grounds alone.
. He did, however, veto the bombing of an important industrial city in
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