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Mayday ,Cases o

Haroiﬂ H. Greene of D. C.'Su-".

Periff Court, the Mayday anti- |

-war;, demonstrations here last’

sprllﬁ"‘ showed that “the laws
o hgve aren’t particularly

wellighited to- this kind of
demonstration.”

“We've never had to cope
witlyj}ns sort of thing before
in: this country,”. Greene says,
ackrowledging his own exas-
peratign at the confusion and

’contrd‘versy of Mayday

~ Foither Attorney .General
‘Rarmséy Clark finds the prob~
lems piore serious.

The;arrest of 7,000 ‘people
here6h the mording of Mon-
day, May 3, he. said during an

-fnter@ew last week, was “a

completely lawless use of po-
lice o

The government, Clark con-
tends ‘“abandoned the rule of
14w and resorted to the rule of|

) fotce "

Ine tlje Justxce Department
and in the city, the prevailing

| official’ view is that “if we had
it to do: over again, we'd do it

xBnt ‘sven Gerald M Caplan,'
gener counsel of the metro-
p 'li police department, ob-
erves.that Mayday challenged
“ﬂle Hthits of effective civilian
pdtice: action it _was shrewdly

" désignad to catch tne criminal
' jtﬁticé)jystem at its worst.™

e-ribbort .panel of 18

e on 16

Hifh ad imple-
mentedithe findings of a simi.
‘lar committee, ‘which: reporttgd

But then there aﬂ_M ay.
When the police al‘rested an
unprecédented number. of peo-
Dble during the militant 'anti-
~ar demonstration intended to
stop “iHe government:: from,
functioning, the recommenda-
tions of:the last, commlttee o
_lnclu the use .

lawyer .and publie’; o!ﬁcialsj
. willc foday in

g “the ad‘ inlstration »
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were completely 1g-
nored.®: . -5

© By common consensus, the
Mayday controversy has be-
come the first item of business
for the new committee, which
'is headed by attorney Stephen
J:. Pollak, - a former White
House aide under Presldent

Obviously, it eannot wrlte

'new laws. But with the legal

issues. ‘of - Mayday still re-
sounding in the courts and
Washington’s legal - commu-;
nity, last spring’s crisis. may,
in fact, be its only item of

: More::'than" < onths
after the protesters sponsored
by the People’s Coalition for

e



| Rennie Davis annourced. at a

| the police to keep records on .

| Peace “and Justice: left town,
lSuperlor Court is. only just
campleting the processing of

'more than 12,000 arrest cazes. -
~ Out’ of *‘those . arrested: be-
tween May-3 and'5, if one goes
by otfifci al, ‘urt records;there
¢ ‘800 ‘© nvlc-

" But that figure lncludes peo-
ple who !orf:tped coll&teral

; pl A
-as’ the fastest way ”t
out of: Jail. sk
. "As.: for. convictions after:
[trial, therg have,bee, only.af

»steps May 5, are exp :
"be dis ssed, ,afteuxiaiuperlm;

| Meanwhile

howe YT
|suits ‘are’ pending ‘in U.8, Dis-
trict “Court Here, which raise,
issues of: tnlsdamst unlawful

' MAYDAY, From C1 . |

Resolution ot "these and’ -|
other outstandlng issues be- I
came all "the more urgent last .
week, ‘when Mayday lender

fund-raiging  party here that
specific plans are being formu.”
lated for new militant demon- *
strations in Washington, New -
York and elsewhere ln Octo-
ber and November, *

These are some. of the ques-
tions facing the Pollak com- :
mittee ag it convenes today.

e I there- an -appropriate :
field arrest procedure that can
be adapted to - emergency
street -conditions, permittlng
those in ecustody while still-
performing their law enforce-
ment job?

‘Police Chief Jerry V. Wilson -
has compalined that there sim- _
ply was no time for comple- *
tion of fleld arrest forms and :
that taking of photographs, if’
his force ‘was to “keep.the -
streets open” as directed. D

But critics of the_gollc_e ac-
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Hirschkop, . an attorney for the * °
demonstrawrs, contend . that |
purpose could have been ‘ac- -
| complishtd with: many" fewer
but more valid arrvests, - °
Can better detention fdeil- -

= itfen” be provided for large

-} numbers of people? "
Some of the most outraged
complaints about Mayday con- .
cerned the use of an outdoor “
practice field,' the D.C. . Jail -
courtyard and other makeshift
to facilitles detail thousands

»| of people. ;

from “the Law .Enforcemtnt -
Assistance - Administration to .
study that problem, but its ap-
plication {8 sttll ed up in
bureaucracy. . _- :
eCan defendants be proc

essed expeditiously enough to
avoid ‘a court logjam that in-
tensifies the exlsblng backlog
of cases? -,
-Judge Greene critlze
corporation counsel’s ofﬂce W
for presenting ; many :cases -
where there was no:. hope for v
 conviction.

‘But Corporation Counsel C
Francis Murphy suggests that, .

ture to “appoint special judges :
to ease. the workload :and
avold interfering with- normal &
court business.” .. - .
“® How can- tla—-—imseeen* be
sepa.rated from the - guilty, %
maintaining a reasonable: pos'-
sibility - of.- conylcting those
th i

cers,ifthey appearedin; urt,
were unable -to identify de--.

crimes, -7

Chief Wilson has already
suggested in a speech to the*
Philadelphia Bar Assoctation,. -
that in future emergencies an

._ entire demonstration might be

videotaped or those arrested
‘stamped with indelible ink to
) indicate necessary detail. .

¢ Should the fingerprints of
those arrested in demonstra- .-

. |tions be forwarded to :the -
{FBI's identification - files; "as -

they are in ordinary arrests? :

Outstariding court orders
|have not prevented the police
from submitting to the FBI
the fingerprints of thousands
who were never found guilty
of — or even charged wlth '
any crime. Lo

Corporation Counsel Mur-

<| The D. ¢ correctlons depert-%i
ment "has applied for a grant -

3

it might be useful in:the fur-* .

fendants - Vor their alleged ;o

W

.- Itify- the - fingerprint. sul
..{sions, at least until new gﬁide-
. |liries ‘have been eestablished.

phy *éontenids " 'that © a";
showing of “mistaken o: ,

dental arrest”. Would bere. .

quired to expunge'any of-the

records still in police and FBI e
“{files.

But - many civll libertarians
insist that the burdenvsl;ould 3
bé on the government to’jus-

" Pollak déclined ' yesterday® -
to comtment on wiich of'these, : ;
issues will be takén up, 'ad he™
anticipated that todays 'ses- [
sion will be held behind closed o

doors. . . .- 5







