in Washington: -
ief's Explanation-

"I have . Jearned ftom snve ©
years of dealing with demon-. -

- Police C

i_ Wilson Tells

3

Phila. Bar
‘Of Policy

The controversial. policc
chief of Washington, D, C.,
Jerry V. Wilson, spoke yester-

day at the quarterly meeting

of the Philadelphia Bar Asso: " "

ciation, in the Bellevue Strat- .
(I - .

ford Hotel. st ‘
His talk, on’- “Common
Sense in Properly ' Dealing -

. With Mass. Protest,” dealt .
© with the May Day. antiwar -
i protests in ‘Waskington,

Excerpts from Chief - Wil-’
.:son’s speech follow: " - .-

. .Broadly statéd, ‘tﬁ.é joint .
goveininental policy “in  the :
District of. Columbia is tp pro-.

vide -a forum for- those "citi-:
zen8 - who seek peaceably _to_i_”

assemble and petition. their"

same time controlling, - with
all the legal tools at-our dis- -
posal, those persons whose ae-
tivities go beyond. .peaceabie E
assembly and become viola- ;
tions of the laws, -~ . . . o
This policy, necessarily,
works a hardship on the com-
munity, for it clearly .opens
the, city to major. assemblies
of thousands of people who

. peaceably demonstrate for

whatever objective they seek.
And, unfortunately, despite
perhaps the best intentions of
demonstration organizers,
major assemblies sometimes

*.attract fringe. groups which
"seek to engage themselves

‘and any others they can. per-
suade in unlawful and de-
structive tactics which gener-
ate clear danger and-damage °

to the community. 7. . ¥

THIS LEADS TO. the prac...

tical question of “What is th&:

best -way to handle: g typical’y
demonstration?” ' [
-..If there is any_ one thing

'

government, while, ‘at the ;
|

strations of all magnitudes
and intensities, it iy titag there "
in no “bést” wayZof ¥g_almgv"

~withjone.' |

: - ST ]
"o salf i demonstration is -

~small and pedceable, you do
‘not worry about it beyond
‘having the patrolman on the

.-beat give it special- attention: -
“if a “demonstration -is large .
vand - peaceable, you.  make

-available ;sufficient -policemen

wand “grovide’ adeqiig

tD ad"gtom;(iitmﬁlé Mg:’%nary’,,’}

. services; 4f the demonstrators
are engaging in unldwful- or
«destructive actions you either

;arrest them: or disperse them,
“depending . on which: action: is’

'more likely to achiéve the ob-
‘jective of restoring order and
_reducing “to’‘an" acceptable
Cactivity, . -~
I I8 A VERY 8n
* matter to decideé |

= after ‘thé ‘ev
‘curred., - .-

t-h

decision to make — before the
-event — when predictions of

..crowd size and crowd dis--

ruptién potential ‘ate far less
; certain, " when much -of - the

‘planning ‘must be based on'

voften . inflated. crowd pre-
dictions ' and occasionally de-

“‘ceptive assurances of peaceful
intent by the - demonstration -

~-leadership- which, even if can-
_-did and well-intentioned, may
have a very nebulous control

over the size and mood of the |

crowd it purports to- repré
sent. o "
“- During the day on

emplification of a -peaceable

assembly to petition the gov- -
ernment.: Some 175,000 per-

sons marched from. the El-

lipse behind the White House,

.down Pennsylvania averiue, to
the Capitol grounds for an an-
tiwar rally, The only adverse
incidents were a few arrests
precipitated by a small group

‘the destructive antics of pef..:

¢ v Sani:
 tation - and:‘emergeficy health’

. Jowing: ' Aptil 24, " there :‘oc-

; ¢ :
level the disruptiqn‘ of'nom_zll. “traditional “peaceable 2ssem-

w b dém-
" ionstration. should: §¢. handied
as . de-

It is-a ‘much more difficult

. April
there occurred ‘an ex-

of counter-demonstrators, e

Unfortunately, the | high R
.quality of the demonstration - i‘
during the day was offset by |

sons attending a rock ‘concert:
during the night at the Wash-
ington Monyment grounds, an r
illustration that even intended |
Dpeaceful assemblies often at-

,;tract toa city and give cohe- |
+:8lon | to - irresponsible fringe-.

‘elements. . which - are - béyond . .
-~ contro] of the demonstration'’
* leadership and who engage in .

activities destructive of prop- . .
erty on the one hand-and of |.
the “repetition of the ‘demog- . .|

. [ R

‘stration on the ‘other.’

_DURING THE WEEK fol.,

[N

ral examples .ot
bly, with large groups peti- -

. tioning the government at the : :
. .Department of Justice and the .
" Internal Revenue Service, and

also several examples of tra-
ditional nonviclent civil dis: -

" ‘obedience, with groups . pur-

posefully blocking ' entrances .

.at the Department of Justice -
"‘and at. the United ‘States Se-

lective Service Headquarters N
until - they'  were - arrested. "
These activities included par-.
ticipants - apparently .drawn ‘'
from both the . ‘Mayday” .
group and the S.C.L.C. group,
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-and involving police chief Jerry Wilson:as well”

(hardship of innocent bystanders.
—EXCESSIVE FORCE and beatings by police agginsf dem-

I . :
« -Lhe Philadelphia Bar Association granted a request from
‘thé’Geater Philadelphia branch of the American Civil Liber-
“ties Uhion to'distribute at the lunclieon its statement on the May
. Day action of the Washington, D. C., police department entitled
“The Other Side of the Coin.” b '

++ +"The statement cited, in addition to individual abuses of au-
thority by police, “ a calculated policy of abuse and manipula-

tion emanating from the highest levels' of federal

vernment

sl this policy was manilésied In louf areast .
" —MASS ARRESTS, charging and detaining under physical

onstrators.and innocent hystanders;

- =PREVENTIVE DETENTION of protestors accomplished
by Chief Wilson’s suspension of the $i0 bail or: collatoral ner-

mally set for minor offenses coupled with a n@vy_ court policy

of satting: bail at $250, .

‘RESTS RECORDS by police.

which also 'was sponsoring’
démonsfrations in Washington .
during that week and the - 4o

next.

oing on, an additional prop-
em was developing in West

_Potomac.  Park, where the

government_.had issued a per-

nit _fof use of the park land .
,as. an assembly area for the

““Mayday.’ ‘group. The permit,
in- accordance ' with - existin)

camping activities such as
erection’ -of “tents and “other
structures, sleeping, and sim-

ilar activities. Open violations -

of these prohibitions occurred
despite ‘repeated warnings ‘by
the Park Service. Because of

. these continuing violations of.

the terms of the permit, the
widespread . use of drugs
throughout "the encampment
during the entire preceding
week, the fact that over 1,000

‘arrests for demonstration-re- '

lated ‘activities..had ' taken
Place: during' the week, and
the - repeated public * pro-
nouncements' that the group
present would disrupt the city
and close the government the
following Monday, a decision

ELIBERATE! FAILURE

was; arrived
y ‘revoke the pérmit .
5 as ~ police emergency _‘'vehicles,,

While these activitiesrwéx:é s

"words, ‘“ta’’

O KE]:‘,P %"bum'm AR

»

on- Saturday,

"'THIS DEGISION WAS ex-
ecuted.Sunday; May 2, and the
some 40,000 to 50,000 persons
assembléd at West ‘Potomac
Park ““were " dispersed ‘upon

‘warning by the police that

they must leave or face arrest.

g :Only.a few hundred of that
- Park regulations, prohibited

group decided to remain and
submit to arrest; other ‘than
those peacefully submitting to
arrest, except for a few isolat-
ed instances-of arrests ‘of dis-
ordetly ' individuals, the as-
sembly was: dispersed without

‘incident. .
. ' On Monday, May 3, the crit-

ical  stage of ‘the' event .oc-
cufred. May 3 and May 4
were the days which the self-
styled. “Mayday ‘Collective”
had - selected, in :their - own
% ose “down' . the
Federal "government sections
of Washington, D.C. by block-
ing traffic arteries during the
early morning rush hours.”
Before the morning of Mav
3d  broke, we estimated that
the demonstrators might have

developed the capacity to pro"
duce upwards of 10,000 or -
more demonstrators, but we *

believed that no more than 1,- :
000 or 2,000 would actually |

participate in blocking traffic,
Given the lower figure, we es-

tablished our details for that-

date prepared to used stan-

dard field arrest procedures, . .

which  require contempo-
raneous report writing and
photographing, -‘a - process
which consumes ideally about

one minute for each individ-

ual arrest, However, by 6:30
that morning, it;4vas obvious
to me that if normal field ar-
rest’ procedures were contin:
ued, all traffic inh the down-
town area could be, stopped by
the demonstrators, the go-
vernment might be prevented
from opening, and the city

potential hazards which are
presented by ' any traffic
blockage preventing move-
ment of fire, ambulance, and

Consequently, 1 ordered that
normal field arrest processes
be suspended so that the thou-
sands of persons engaging in
disorderly conduct and ‘traffic
stoppage could be rapidly ar-
rested. :

These are some common

sense guidelines in- handling :

demonstrations:
First, I think it is all impor-
tant that the government, es-

-pecially the police  forces,

keep ' mentally and psy-

- chologically alcof from the

issues of the demonstration.
Secondly, I think that it is
highly important that the gov-
ernment have well-developed
and well-coordinated plans for
dealing with probable contin-
gencies of the demonstration,
Thirdly, I think it is impor-
tant that the government, and
especially the police, set as
its objectives a reduction of

intensity of disruption to an

acceptable and appropriate
level, and recognize that any
event involving large numbers
of persons is likely to create
some disruption.
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- would be exposed to' the great
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A CLOSER LOOK AT THE PEOPLE.
THE IDEAS.... THE VIEWS AND. -

OPINIONS BEHIND TODAY'S NEWS, 4*:
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