D.C. Pohce Chief Jen's’ V
'Wilson " says that his depart-
ment will abandon field-arrest - -

procedures when "necessary

during future demonstrations,
as it did in arresting 7,000 per-

sons during the M day d

Th a dep ‘
sttrict Couft: in response to‘
a lawsuit by persons-arrested
during ; the Mayday. protests,
Wilson -says - his. . department
has reviewed its’policies and -
has, decided that it ni
.to " abandon’ “the
forms again in maklng ma_ss{,;

; of ,a de onstrat;ion [
civil disorder, include a.brief:
description . of . the cireum-
stances .of..an arrest and & Po-
laroid .picture’ of the police
man:with. theperson arrested. =
1 Police; abandoned the use of .
the forms during Mayday be-..
cause they. felt the filling out

result”; .Wa
usually "little® evidence: with .
'which to prosecute demonstra-
ters after the arrests N
| Although .the ‘to

arrests ot May 3, 19'11 was the-

? v sihigle gvent T
See WILSON A4, Col l

A
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‘Held-arrest .

of  the ‘forma wasted time. The |
‘that ~. . Was
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. partment. in_ etfect ; Has Jhad
- strations in the District of Col-

‘tained that during Mayday he,
_not - the Justice Depa.rtment

... decided to suspend theif eld-
~arrest procedures. -

. :law. enforcement authorities
. grossly - underestimated the
_-number of persops who would
" he arrested during’ Mayday
. without adequate deten’don fa-

] demonstrators

" WILSON, From A1 '

the nation’s history, . onl,
small handfHl (the exact ni
ber hasfiever been deter-
mined) wére e\(er “convicted of
a crhln;e l\gggt \g!d the-cases
_were T pp rthrowx;
out of court.
~Tithe deposition, which con-
stltutes’ TWilson's first formal
testimony concerning the May-
day demonstrations,th police
chief also:

control over: all major demon-
umbia since 1963, But he main-

.® Acknowledged h-eely that

and -therefore : were =~"caught
cllitles for - the: 7,000: arrested

Wllaonv sai

oL Fheoplerd

"be ‘(. ved'in the dem-
nstrations, qu.tte obviously
‘we would have provided bet-
tev: detention facilities than

o seph L. Raugh Jr. (whose firm
adlis - representing ;the arrested
‘ istrators

ties had made plans to detol'n’
no more than- 1,800 arrested
demonstrators. . e

® A one point in
tion, attacked Supéetidr
Judge Charles Halle

“1 thmk’ We all understood ;

lk.about. abandon-:‘
i St o it

en-Ats Gen NN
ling Mayday:“Judge ',,Haneck N. Mitehe]t or othes ]
is. always- making some E0ofy | Justice Depj
statement,” Wilson said. ciding to do so himgelf,

Wilson’s answers were pro-| « , : of
vided in response to a lawsuit (th:t)dlgg g&:ﬂicl:xtlf)v ;%Jlfdlhg‘i,g

brought. by Mayday -demon-
strators, who allege that the understoodxthe imp]ications of

Justice .Department and the

police eonspired in advance to

deprlve them of - their civil
rights. ‘

Wllson traced the orxgm of
the field-arrest forms back to
a demonstratlon by the Wom-
en's :Strike for Peace in’ 1966,
“in’which we made numerous
arrests and had difficulty in
terms of ideéntifying arresting]is
offi¢ers: with “arrestees.” “The
eurrent fleldarrest forms
weté drawn up after the civil
diserders here in’ April, 1968

“Whenasked by attorney Jo-

Howev A
edged that 1

paifi ] H ;
b Ywheth @[ with  (then-Attorney General)
47 hig*staff had understood| Ramsay ' Clark and he - spoke
in “advance - the 'difficulty in that we were supposed to do
prosectiting cases after aban.|'what he said without going
doning the field-arrest forms, ‘and _asking the mayor if he

an

we dld ” He ,sald that authori-

Wilson answered agreed ». o
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