Vhdt 15 tho z'eal ltory nf tho 1961 raid

on tho Eom unnitiens ﬁm hunkerf

That raid. mdo by & group or men trom New

Orleans, either 1n 1tult od‘ beeause ur tha people on
the raid. is amhw 1nextrﬂ.oably entwined with Dist, '

-

Atwln J’in: Gai'ri.lon'a 1nvest1gation of a plot Yo kill Presidant

. .rohn F. xennodymeneunf__ S

o o fagts eonoaz'ning the rn:.d hava been roggy at best.
duo to 7% 1nromation ﬁ.‘om Gcn'iaon'a orrs.oe and o ‘
froquently unaought ﬂaod of 11; ﬁ'm other saurces. .

'!.'haro haz been lm queation about th o date of th- rai

) Garruon hal pheod i.t -omatime in AW of -

' Grand Jury
1961. but Gordon llovol,‘ charged by the = with plotting the

rald, haa uid 1t ocmd bérom tho swmer eof 161, p@q

Priors to Awuf)%, 8 e“r’ W""""@

' l'no impox'tanee or the exaet date is that 1: tt the

. ra:.d did occuz- beroro Apcril, then, under the six-year statube \b

or Iimitations. the crim has prosoribed and the case iz legally
~closede o , )
oA Houma records of the rald =~ which culminated»-in‘ '
the burglary of a bunker remted by ths Schlumberger Wells

. 00e fb;' stofing explosives -- have beeon selzed by the E

Terrebonne Parish Distriet Attorney.
However, a revorter locked at a copy of the repor: |
filled by the Houma Police Departmente According to the polics

rerort, the burglary was reuvoerted by T, Z. Benson, Houma ranagel
for Schlumherger, at 10:10 p.m., Aug. 22, 1961,




R Durilg tho quutioning -~ by :ove::-al msmbers or the :
DA'I atafr == one of the vitnesso; gtvo a detailod aceount ot t
The trip begah after dark, the witness ststad. on a
light between July and September.
Amobg those in the greup, he said. were: Hovel,
David W, Ferrls, Serglo Arcacha=3mith, Layton Patrick
MaTtens, himself, several Cubans and another, unidentified
mane ' .

Two vahioles made the trip, he relateds One was a

-1956 Lincoln owned by Novel, and the other an old, dark-

painted van tz-uek.
The auto started out first. the witness allegod,
and the van truck imfk followed, leaving New Orleans between

7 aBd 8 pem., wkEhx¥mxmxisd with Novel'driving the Lincolns.

It was a shert trip, he went on, and Kovel made his

. way dirxactlw to xhm an old airflsld on ths outsklrts of Houma,
‘used as a blimp base in World War II. The witneas and Novel
- had both been to the filsld before, he said "for the drag

races,"
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. purpoaos unkncwn to the wttness.

Tho purpoao of tho trip, he statad, was to "securs

ammunition and other explosivea” rfem the bunker. izt:h for
\

i

_ Eb tdld the 1nveatigat¢rs that = tha party h:i gained
entrance to the bunker by hroaking d padlock with a boltcutter -

. 1ong-handled, sciulor'-like‘toql uh ich had beon qarriod

in the trunk. - _;' o ‘ i ‘ ff e

\.'

!her0 was a largo number ot crataa 1n the bunkar, he

ﬁrncallod. and tmong these marked ‘Schlumbergar” weres some bearin
'military steneila. '

A rew were upen, he said, hnt the only = objects 1n

Fthem he could 1dentify were artillary stimulators = powdor
ohargss without shells, ' :

' After loading the crates 1nto the truck, the. man
continued, the twe vnhiclna made a quick return trip tb New
Orleans, It was after midni; ht, he sald, when they pulled up
outaide of David Ferrie's houae'on Atherton drs in Metairie,

‘ Thar‘ they unloadad the mextwx3 boxes, he. stated, and t

_group broka Upo

The diatrict attorney's ataf? learned from the man that
he and Novel.were to have been pald by Arcacha, The money for

-thia, he said, was 9 have come frum‘procoedg of a telsthen

preduced allagedly for the benefif orf Cuban refugees,
He conoluded that neither he ner, as far as he knew,
Novel; had ever been paid by Arcacha.
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