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With reference to appearances of Mar n;féatre '
‘our, 424 West Fifth Street, New York City, ‘ing” which he played -
\“tape recording of his alleged conversation with Mrs. Helen louise.
farkham, ,of Dallas, Texas, indicating the killer of Dallas Police
" fficer J. | ippit might not have been Lee Harvey Oswald, and more
sarticularly’, his remarks that two of pis investigators had contacted
. 4rs. Markham's 21l-year-old son, James/Markham, and had obtained
information from him which could Toy be divilged at this time, the
following inquiry was conducted by/the Dallas Office of the Federal
jureau of Investigation at Dallas, Texas. It is also noted that
Lane said in his appearances that following his investigators'
sontact with James Markham, the latter was arrested by the Dallas R
Police Department for burglary; that while in police custody he fell; £
and has been in critical condition in the Dallas City Jail Hospital.

Mrs. Helen Louise Markham contacted the Dallas Office of .
the Federal Bureau of Investigation by telephone at 1:15 p.m., o
hune 27, 1964, to state she resided at 328% East Ninth Street,
Dallas, Texas; was an eye-witness to the shooting of Dallas Police
9fficer J. D. Tippit, and subsequently identified Lee ‘Harvey Oswald N
" as the killer. She stated that at sbout 11:00 a.m., on June 27, "
1964, Marguerite Oswald, mother of Lee Harvey Oswald, accompanied -
by two men who claimed to be reporters from Philadelphia, came to .
. her residence, and stated they wanted to talk with her. In order
~+ to get rid of them, she asked them to return later in the day. ...« .
' She stated she was frightened and did not desire to talk .
- with Mrs. Oswald and the two alleged reporters since she regarde
e Mrs. .Oswald as & "mean appearing person." E et
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On July /24, 1964, Mrs. Markham stated that shortly sfter -

e assssftmation/of President Kennedy, while she was working as a
nit:rui:at the fatwell Cafe in Dallas, Texas, she was called to the
.slephohe, and’the man on the telephone told her he was with the ‘W~

‘\allas Polic€ Department. She does not remember what name hes gave - _
wer. He asked her a number of questions which she freely answered, S
jtating she had been able to identify the man whom she later found S
sut was/ Lee Harvey Oswald, as the killer of Dallas Police Officer = -
T. %‘pyi&" ) : . '
7 ' Mrs. Markham stated that on July 23, 1964, she ‘had been
. :alled to the United States Secret Service office in Dallas, Texas,
dere she had heard a tape recording of sn interview she had with.
 4ark Lane, and that, in fact, this was the jnterview she gave to :
‘zhe alleged police officer, by telephone, while employed at the - .. .. . .
Zatwell Cafe. She said that until she heard this tape recording - - C
" 3he had never heard of Mark Lane, had no reason to believe the ;
. telephone call in question was from anyone other than a Dallas s
- police official, and was mever told that a tape recording was being Do
. - .made of the conversation. She also stated that there were intro- o
! " ductory remarks on the tape, made by some woman, and that she, Mrs.
Markham, had never talked with this woman. T

f She said that on June 27, 1964, two unkempt, "wicked"
.appearing men, came to her residence. They were carrying cameras

~and a tape recorder. They said they were reportexs from Philadelphia

" and wanted to talk with her about the Oswald matter. She said she
. was afraid of them, refused to talk with them, and they left. .
- Immediately thereafter, one of the men returned with Marguerite S
-~ Oswald, who was highly agitated, and attempted to get Mrs. Markham Co
.+ to talk with them. She still refused. In an effort to get rid of -
“nithem, she told them she was busy taking care of her grandchild, but .. =
‘ < .would talk to them if they came back in the afterncon. The man B
’ - attempted to give her some money to hire a baby sitter so she could - -~
.+ -talk with €hem, but she refused to take the money. Mrs. Oswald and

i ., the man then left.
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Mrs. Markham said her son, William Edwar ham, was at
)er Tes e when the above incident occurred; t when Mrs, . ==

farguerite/Oswald and the man left, William follgbed them downstairs
amnd out' to the street. Later, he told her he had met Mrs. Oswald ™'
“wo men, and another woman in the vicinity of Dallas Public -
Library on Marsalis Street in Dallas, Texas; had gotten into their
:ar; and had talked with them about the Oswald matter and the shoot-
ing of Officer Tippit. Mrs. Markham said the only reason he gave - v
for doing this was that he had nothing against Marguerite Oswald, :
md she vas asking for his help.

. ° Mrs. Markham said her son, William Edward Markham, was S
- living in Norfolk, Virginia, at the time of the assassination and P
the shooting of Officer Tippit, and had no f{rsthand {nformation . _— e
soncerning this matter. She said her other ‘son, .James kham, .
- 788 not At the house when the men and Marguerite Oswpld called; T
knew nothing about their visit; and his arrest had connection -
with this matter. She said several days later he Aias arrested by . ‘
officers of the Dallas Police Department at her residence, for = |
burglary; that at the time of the arrest he asked and was granted
. permission to go to the bathroom; and that while in the bathroom he

jumped from the bathroom window, located on the second floor, to the
ground below, injuring himself and requiring treatment at a hospital.

James Alfred/Markham, Dallas County Jail, Dallas, Texas,
advised on July 24, 1964, that his mother had told him of the con-
-~ tact with Marguerite/Oswald and the two men who claimed to be reporters
from Philadelphia, but that he had not been at his mother's house
at the time; had not talked with them at any time; and had never AT
~ talked with Marguerite Oswald or Mark Lane. He stated when he was .
.. arrested by officers of the Dallas Police Department, several days . ,
 after the visit of the sbove-mentioned individuals with his mother,
- he had asked for and received permission from the arresting officers
- to’use the bathroom in his mother's home; that when he got ‘into the N
. bathroom he opened the window and jumped out, falling approximately 24

"< feet to . pavement below, receiving head injuries. He said he was

~~ . caken arkland Memorial Hospital, Dallas, Texas, where he o v

.4 peceivgd . treatment, and stayed for six and one alf hours. He was v
_then turned to jail. . : R
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William Edward/ Markham, employed by one J. W/ doore VIR

a8 & floor covering man) was interviewsd July 28, 1944, where the 45>~
was then yprking on a £loor installation job at a hardware store, sem
128 Walput Hill Shopp Center, Marsh Lane and Rorthwest m.ghwg-
Dallas,] Sexas. Be said he was present on Juna 27, 1964, when histi
mother was contacted at her residence by Mrs. Marguerite Oswald -y - '
and two men; and that when they left hisf:other'ﬂ place he walked '
to the front yard with them. Marguerite/Oswald said she would like
his help and would like to talk with hif eway from his mother's
house. They agreed to meet at the¢/Dallas Public Library on Marsalis
Street in Dallas, Texas, with Maykham walking and the others driving.
After arrdving there, he got info their automobile. In the car were
Mrs., Marguerite Oswald; a man yho claimed to be an attorney, and who
wentioned he had gone to college in Pennsylvania; another man who .
. -3laimed to be a writer, and a woman who cla&med to be the writer's
- wife. Co : g
He was interviewed by these people, with the man who
:laimed to be an attorney doing most of the talking, while a tape
. recorder was in operation in the car. He was asked a mmber of
juestions, to which he gave answers. He was asked to identify
1imself and to give some information about his background. He was
asked about his brother James. He was asked what his mother had ,
told him about observing the shooting of the Dallas police officer ' .
- m the day of the assassination and told his questioner that his
"nother had told him she had seen the man, who she later identifisd - L
8 Lee Harvey Oswald, shoot Dallas Police Officer Tippit. He was - o
wked if there appeared to be any doubt in his mother's mind as to -
. “his fdentification, and he claims he told the questioner that she
" ippeared to have no doubt on this score. He was asked whether his-
 sother had a reputation for fabricating stories or for lying, and .
- w replied that she had lied on many occasions, even to members @f ... .. : .
" “'wr immediate family. He said he never gave his name as Jhme(,ﬁm;:;f
" farkbam and that Mrs. Oswald and the others knew his identity as  ° ° .
#illiam Edward Markham, - ° : v Lo L
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’m‘""’ © © " Willism Edward Markham claimed he could not remember what
‘ther questions were asked of him, or what his answers were. He '
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" tennedy, the shooting of Dallas Police Officer Tippit, or the surder
»f Lee Barvey Oswald, and that he had never known Oswald, Tippit, &L

Jack y. He said at the time of the assassination hs was 14

tn Morfolk, Virginia, and did not return-to Dallas until May 7,
Therefore, he said, he had mo confidential information to impaxt €0
myone questioning him. He said, however, that he had requested
his questioner to keep the fact he had been interviewed about his .
sother and his family confidential. : ' -

On July 24, 1964, Lieutenant H. n./mncock', Burglary Detail,

Dallas Pblice Department, made available records of his offjiée which

revealed that on June 30, 1964, at 6:05 a/m., James Alfred/Markham

had been arrested at his home, 328% East Minth Street, Da las, Texas,

on a charge of burglary by Officers Carl J./Raley and T. C..Bmith.
- The arrest report stated that the _officers,/had received information

‘that Markham was a suspect in the burglary the night before of a con-

cession stand at the Marsalis Zoo iy Dallas; that they knocked at
the door of his rgni.dence and his .glother answered the door and
{nvited the officers in. The officers told Mrs. Markham that her

son was suspected of burglary. She told them her son came home late = [ .

the night before and brought with him several cartons of cigarettes..

She then awakened James, and after 'he put on his trousers he headed
for the bathroom. Officer Raley started to follow him and Mrs.

Markham requested the officer to wait outside. She also requested

the officers not to hm_adcuff James in her presence.

James Markham then went i.nto‘ the bathroom, located on the
second floor of the residence at 328% East Ninth Street, and closed

the door. A few moments later the officers heard a noise and rushed

i{nto the bathroom. The window was ralsed, the screen loose, and

.. James was gone. They observed him lying on the co_ncrete‘dq:ivewgy -

.about 20 feet below. . .

: The officers then took him to/Parkland Memorial Hospital
. ~. in Dallas where he was treated. Whilg st the house, Mrs. Markham

R

-showed officers two large brown pape sacks containing several ...~

... :cartons of cigarettes. She said her son also had other stolen
i - property and gave officers two walkie talkie radios, an electric -
" -ghaver, and two pillows, which she said were ccolep.
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Sk o gt He 18 présently in the Dallas County Jail awaiting hl.

There s also a warrant outstanding for him for parole violation 23
n._, .,l:q_ﬁ'}}
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T0 DIRECTOR FB1 (100-409763)
| BAC DALLS (100-10970) R . .o . '
’ .llnl!;‘:l ) ._." : . ..‘ ‘ . . »
OQNew York I ' v
um:ol to Dallas 7/23/64 and mr teletypes to Burcau and :
Dallas 7/22 and 23/64. o _ -
Transmitted harewith to the Bureau are ten copiu of . )

hturhend memorandun setting forth the results of nm-:m:m at o NN
" Dallas concerning egations made by LANE as/to statements made by -
Mrs. HELEN LOULSE and her son The property '
statement has pdt Leen placed on this letférhead meworandum in view :.
of its contenglated dissemination to N
‘l'uo coples 6f lettarhead memorandum ar¢ snclosed for New Yorke v
' Contact by Mrs. MARKHAM with the Dallas Office on 6/27/64 .
. was with BA CARL E, UNDERHILL, Remainder of the investigation ../, -
. contained in letterhsad memorandum vas conducted by SA W, JAMES v
iDOD. e R gy ,

RRESP UACD the information contained in the enclosed lcturhold
"7 memorandum will not be included in amy report in the sssassination
.or OSWALD cnptionad cases. B

g 3 » Bureaur (Enc. 10)

T2 = New York (100-117844) (Bnc. 2)
" )= Dallas (1 - 100-10970)

g,- 100-10461)
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