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October 20, 1965

Mr. Raymond Mercus
1249 Hi Point Street
Los Angeles, Caslifornia $0035

Dear Ray:

"The Bastard Bullet" is sn important coniribu-
tion toward the understanding of what really happened
when President John F. Kénnedy wes assassinated and
how its subsequent investigation went wrong. It shows
that one of the key elements of proof presented in the
Report of the President's Commission is invalid. Ir
this bullet could not have inflicted all seven non-
fetal injuries attributed to it and still remain vir-
tuslly intact, unmutilated, and the word the Report
avolds, undeflormed, then the entire pst case falls and
there had to be at least enother assmssin, whether or
not Oswald was one, and this, in turn, means there ues
a8 conspiracy.

I hope your wonogreph turns out to be the
first of a series of spedielized studies of single
and important espects of the case in which researchers
concentrate on whet cannot be deslt with in as great
length in books covering the entire field.

The best of good luck with it.

Sincerely,
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Sear Ray,

in en offort tc be helpful £ have let other things go to finish the bsstard., In
en effort to be hol-ful I shall be frank adout {t. Do not do it &s 1t now is, I'l tell
you why 1 believe this, s I to}d you when ysm 1 had just begun it, I think now is
the time for sprcicializad studies of particular aspects of the cene., If your manograph
does not ad*materially to what 1s now generally aveilsbls, what does 4% accomplish? It
sdds too little end much less then 1t can. Thereby what can bte importsnt =ni worthe
while falls short of thet when it n-:ed not,.

The form is & hendicep it may not survive and can weste both the money it will
eost »n the udisnce it might otherwise attwect. It 13 too untidy, to bleek, ith %oo
much underlining where the desiraable affect of smphssis is lost. It is sm im:ositlon
on buyers to sxpect tbem to ney for incomplete pages and interlinei corrections end
notations in the mergin,

I bslieve you are takeniggth the lengthjstotzment of hypothesis. I think it is
much toc long end accomplishes 11t 1le purpose, that it will bare 2nd bewilder the
readsr, unnecessarily, This is fine for your own thirking but iz not the kind of thing
the average resder wants, You cen state whaet 1% says (end I thin'c some ofighat L1t says
mey be quesiionsble) much more briefly and intersstingly; ani usqﬁ the ' pace ssved for
those things that nre lacking,. .

Thers is metsarisl svailsble thet you h-ven't used end I thinit you shoulds 4As I
told you, you sre welcome to use mine, sni you esa use it zlso to lesd you to what
I bed to lasve out, Exsmples of this sre the trecing of the Governor's clothes and
wha% thos: who hondled 1% and the strstcher szid, the tracing of the pos=ibls sources
of the ammo, discontinued the moment reloeded smmo was found to be gensrelly aveilsble.
It you should, as I doudbt, heed my advies, I'11l glve this more thought end I'n confident
will be sble to meke adiltional such sugrestions. I'm rushing this beceuse Ifve just
been cslled to ses thz doctor snd havs little time., I do want to get 1t done b.fore I
et busy sg=ine

Tour material og the opiniors of the corpaers is worth much more space andi stten-
tion thet you geve 1%t. Tuis is not footnote mete isl, It is an ori inel couttibution
and should b. en import-nt psrt of the text, You con expand 1t with the testimony of
the autopay doctors, who, if their opinion is worth anythingz, said they found this
is what hs -ened in the Fresident's body. 1t is also ths otficial axilanutiou given
the “ashinzton Post when my bo-k arpeared ani tney consulted ths formur steff of the
Commission.

You dbuild up to sayins the bullet is plented, Because you do this, your reesder wii

will expret an exrlemation of +hy enyoms woula pl.mt “he bullet, frou slther evidence

or your opinion. You can offer ressonable explsnations of suggestions end should, st

If you nersist in proeeeding with this eonten: snd this form, you run the serious
risk of doing herm, of aliensting those who buy it and sre dissppointed for varioua—;éak
ressons end insteed of tellins their friends this 1s sn axciting worthwhile thing yenw
shounld buy will ssy 1t is an untidy incomplete job they shouldn't, This will cost you
in money sn eppreciudle rart of 8 decent presentation, neatly typed for offset and
reduced to s 8x9 poge. 1'm confident my srtist will do all the calculstions end pleming



f;r you without cherge. Iou can then work your iliustrations in neatly snd
sttrectively and can, ss a matter of fact, 1aclude more withoud reael sdditionsl
costs Bxsmples sre more pictures, direct photocories of the testimony, etc.

You 29n meke an sttractive snd worthwhilas pemphlet ol this. I really wish you
would, * have been fremk, kuowing csndor is often unwelcome, beacause it ia the price
and measur2 of friendship. Please ask those others who have resd it what they baslieve
of what L have here seid, especilslly 3ill end Magzie.

In the remote sv-'nt you decids %o nsud my zdvics, my adiitional sugmeestion would
be that you type ¥vith a2 pics mschine and reduce the size to that of elite or a trifie
sma2ller, with spmca &nd 2 helf between %the lines and two spaces between psrsgraphs,
decent msrgins, more white swsce a3top each subdivision, ete., %o ow rcome soms of
those liebilitlies I encountered becuwsyc ol apsce, cost sand imorance,.

You should expsnd the Idgewood stuff, whizh i3 importent, how the bullets
was ragerded so hephszerdly in Jeshington, =g I told you it wes, more on who was at
tbe Naval Hospisal, which 15 slso vuilsble, more on he presence or lick of i%
on the FBI agents, which Icun also glive you snd you may be able to get elsewhsrae,
how close the ¥BI sgents were o shot we: going on with r2spect to this bullet, more
of its history s slleg~d inside the President's body and how it is incredible, more
on the {ront-wound part ol tho sutcpay, etc., which heln tell the entire story of
this bullet and in one plece.

Perbaps I'1ll heve tims to expsnd rather than Just rushing through to get this
done when I get home. 1 I dc nct, the best of luck with whatever you do, snd if there
is sny way in which I ¢sn help, let me know,.

Sinee sly,

Got home late but thoush of this while driviag. L haven't chanped my mind, Ray. 1
believe whaet 1 huve ssid is valid. I c£lso belicve that =s tins goes on ﬂnd ths subdject
opens up mcre, publishers will be lo-king for what you may and up with. by not do

& thorougi job thst mizh% be publisheble sand will msrk you as havin~ done an importsn
thing: Pizking the bullet wos » wise cholce. It is thwt essentisl to the cese of the
governmente. Uf course, you moy not be able to. I believe you 4o not -snt to. In that
cage th: least I'd strongly urge upon you is that you raiype it cleanly, ~orking in
your rz.ereucas snd diminishing the emphasis to whet is so mueh more immortant that
it 1s worth emphssizing. On <he othar hacd, if you take my sdvice, let me *sll you
*he ofUset photngrapher esn work right from tha 88 volumes knowing the size of the
snace 1o be fille* by ®whatever you use for illustratina.,Thus you have nn extra photc
grapvhic expeuse, four of. se* thotosranher can 2lso slininste the zcorean. My pictures
are betisr tham: the originsl, s plessent surprise, becsuss my photograther is more
conscientious thuet those employed by *he Commissinn, '



