Dear Jin, 10/12/76
Fiore on the Mann act. (pun)

The lead article in the Pittsburgh Press TV section 10/1/76 is headed, "Pitts-
burgh Writer Uncovers Wew King Bvidence." Subhead "Research fwp NBC Drama." The
calim to newness and extghdat originality of work is emphasiged in the lead by
Barbara Holsopple (right): "New evidence uncovered by writ:r-producer Abby Mann
i has been turned over to the special House comdttes reopening the investigation
‘ of the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King. Hann, s floemer Pittsburgher, turned
] up the informatiom while researching a drama f£a® he is sriting about King for NBC,."
3 ‘ It then reports that Mann turned this all over the Fauntroy, :tec. and says he
i will & among the first witnesses.

i “Mann said some of the new evidence de.1s with the spripoing of security at the
| motel where King was shot...; "important information' from s furmer FEI agent, and

3 statement from other key witnesses.” One is described as only Redditt.

: "+elthe more facts I (sic) uncover the more disturbed I become!....Mann's seript
for tie three-hour film which he has just completed writing is about King's life,
not the assascinatione..”

Well, it is clear that the NBC legal deaprtment did write me the lawyer's letter
I suspected,with the typical smeantical evasions of whay I 8gid, by using language
other than mine, Hb, hum., Federalese .sure gets around,

I'11 let them respond, as they said they would after further inquiry,

| This 1s the kind of electrostatic copy that is hard for me to read and is not

i sultable for further copyings I'll ask my source if I can have the original. D think
3 that for Les and me both tris is important.,

i Hy source is one of the most dependable. If the former Pittsburgher makes the
papors there again, have no doubt I'11 get it!

I'1ll carbon Les, ro he'll know.
; The ethics of these we=#me wretched people!

Merm is doing a seript, or has it completed. Lane has been worldng with him, NBC
deseribed it as a "spe#ial," I tidnk in their net broadecast for NBC News. So what does
Lane do once it is all written? He goes out to Hollywood and makes a pitch to one to
whom Paul had spoken for me, for a movie. In short, he tried to com a producer into
producing .hat bane does not have except as with Mann, knowing Mann had done that and that
it would be aired by NEC,

¢ T think I'1l write Feuntrog further, this time telling him that if he goes shead I'11
hold o press confercnce ard meke of him the jacksss he has made of himself. That F§a*
_ would not wk talk sbout this whea it made a difference, Nov that it can get his name in
the papers, he goes with an NBC ripoff. I'll kill this Hann/Lene/Pauntrop deal very
i publicly nou if something doesno't happen to rectify the nsaty things they have done,

It may have i good effeet on the committee, toc. But I'll not write until after I apeak

: to kes, who also wrote Fauntroy. I think les may want %o czll his oifice first, He may not.
] We have not discussed this,

If I do I'll send copies to the entire committee, I nay write Rick earlier and
tell him what lies shead if there is any more of this. If their eye 1ls going to be on
the tube rather than ths fact the earlier it is certain the botter and the less unsafe,

Best,
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B.S. This Mann statement to the pap r was long after he received my letter putting him on
nbtice, long after I first wrote NEC's ,resident by certified return-receipt imil. Hann got my
letter, 47 I'm not saying how I know here.



By BARBARA HOLSOPPLE
Press TV - Radio Editer

New evidence uncovered by writer-
producer Abby Mann has been turned
over to the special House committee
reopening the investigation of the
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther
King.

Mann, a former Pitisburgher, turned
up the information while researching a
drama he is writing about King for
NBC.

About a month ago, Mann took his
findings to a former King aide, Rep.
Walter E. Fauntroy (D-D.C.}. Fauntroy
confirmed that Mann will be among the
first witnesses called to testify when
the new committee hearings begin later
this year.

Mann said some of the new evidence

' ments from three other key witnesses.

The latter include’a detective who
was removed from his job as a King se-
curity b.:%ent and placed in custody twe
hours before the assassination.

“I'd rather pot try the case in the
newspaper,” Mann said. “But the more
facts I uncovered the more disturbed I
became and the more convinced I was
ttint there should be a new investiga-

on.”

Mann’s script for the three-hour’
ilm, which he has just completed writ-
ing, is about King's life, not the
assassination -

Mann won an Academy Award for
writing “Judgement at Ni ?
and was the creator of last season
“Medical Story.” )
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Writer Uncovers

" deals with the stripping of security at
the motel where King was shot in

ANOTHER  EX-PITTSBURGH
writer, JosePh Wambaugh, says his

Memphis; “important. information” - “Police Story” Nov. 23 at 10 pm. on m&w Gl
from a former FBI agent, and state- NBC has a climax that is “a leap into Expec testify.
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New King Evidence

reality which even ‘Police Story’ has
seldom dared to attempt.”
The drama is based on the true

season airs Monday at 7:30 p.m. on

heard on WYEP’s “Kid's Werld” Son-
EDKA-Radio with Lange calling e

story of a little girl shot by a mim
who cannot be convicted because
evidence-bullet is lodged close to the
brain of the comatose victim.

DON HO will host a comedy-varie
show in the ABC daytime line-up, stag
%’;&9“' 25 at noon, replacing “Hot

CAPSULE CRITIQUE: “Alice” was
reviewed last month in its preview out-
ing, but we did find the premiere well
done this week. However, four shows
about homosexuality in one week is a
bit much; four shows on any one topic
the same week would be a bit much,
Discharging a quota?
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BILL CARDILLE opens his 13th sea-
son of “Chiller Theater” on WIIC
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Winners of the National Public
Radio Young People’s Festival will be

day at 8 am.
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