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The Kennedys vs. Manchester

RFK's WIRE

ARTICLE IV
By WILLIAM H, RUDY

Based ow veports by Michael Berlia, Arthir Ber
mon (in Loz Angeles), Barry Cunningham (in Wash.
ington), Rene English (in London/, John Garabedian,
Arthur Gresvspan (in Middletoum, Coun.), Williawm
Greaves, Kennoth Gross, Pete Hamill, Joseph Kahm,
Edword Katcher, Leonard Kals, Murray Eempton,
Anthony Prisendorf and Mervin Smilon.

l‘N THE EARLY spring of 1966, two newspapermen,
Edwin O, Guthman and John Slaegenthaler, were
Teading unedited copies of “The Death of a President”
at the agreement of Bnrper&Row editor Evan Thomas
and Robert writers, Arthur Schlesinger
Jr. and Richard Gouiwh\ had reesived coples from the
author,

Goodwin, in April, made only three sugpestions, a
person close to Manchester recalls. Th

Secret Service cods word for JFK), shocten
tha closing section by five pages, and delete one quote
by Jaequeline Kemnedy. All were made,

Friends ol Goodwin recall he had more suggestions.

He had told them ho thonght "on'the whole It was
all right, but there wers some that were
maudlin asd sloopy and there was also this venomous
portrait of Lyndon Johnson," they remember,

Onz of these invelved recalls: “During the summer,
from May an, dratts were In circulation and Harper's
racelved suggestions from a number of sources and
nrobubly found this lerltnting and sround the middle
ol Seprember they took the pasition that they would
listen to suggestions, but would not state whether any
changes would bs made in the text, They said they
would use their own judgment, which of course was
a violation of the rontract™

Evan Thomas was suggesting to Manohester other
changes. Thomas will net discuss them now because
“the relationship between author and oditor ., . 5 a
pratty special one.”

Nu edltm' has failed to have comments about san-

pages, passages which, W veleased out of con-
texr,must of necessity be harmful to the author, We
couldn't atay in business if wo did It,” he zays.

Thomas wrote his objections to Siegenthaler and
Guthman on May 16.

tuitotsly
to and even to the memory
of the late President Kennedy,” the letter said.

* * ¥*
NEXT DAY, ONE CLOSE TO THE SITUATION
Thomas met

with
he had made, and exactly one month later
Washington with Siegenthaler and Guth-
man on their suggestions.
OmntMdeuhhhﬂnnofmem
were ‘‘remarkably close”
Meanwhile, t‘n Mﬂy 24, Schlesinger had written

Manchester and told him -

ARTHUR SCHLESINGER JR.

his priticlams to Manchester. The book, he said, was
Vextraordinarily good ard potentlally grest” but he
had some objections.

A frisnd of Schlesingsr says he felt "the portrait
aof Kennedy was wrong.”

One of Sohlesinger's objections, the friend says,
was the presentation of the President as "a man who
resents shooting deer and Is precccupied with the
decor of his office and his wife’s clothes” This, he
said, “is not the Kennedy we knew."

Schlesinger suggested that the book open with an
account of the "public Issus and political infighting
arluuaulumn of 1563. The suggestion was w:e;nrd.

was made that

Six magazines were invite:) to tid and, on July 19,
uscripts were delivered to them by Don

RETE,
s Washington editor, was {old to talk wlth

N magazine
Robert Kennedy, whom he kusw well,

Kennedy had no objections to serialization at this

tim#, Rogers recalls,. The Senator was quoted as tell-
ing him: “Look has been good to us and vice versa,”
‘Thers was some objections to fall publication

but, Rogers says, "Finally, Bobby told me to get in
touch with Siegenthaler and Guthman. He gave me a
Iriendly punch on the arm and sald, 'Call John If
there’s anything eise 1 can do, let me know,'"

=2k

k, obviously favorrd by Robert Kennedy, go
the ﬂ'ghu with 2 bid of $505,000 plus $145,000 fox'
warld rights, all !u go to Manchester—along with a
$15,000 consultant's fee,
‘While this was going om, was under
mwuzmwmxmxmfgnwmum
all the changes being suggested, he was not zoing to
block publication of the hook.

Bobby Kannedy has since said the my were
sent at the urging of Harper's: “They told me the
mumﬂuk.fhl:hemghtjlmpmtnlibullﬁug
or

Memwmkm&dwmwbmugm
upmesnbjn:ggmﬂeuqumedum'm

I think

we're going
toxezmpu'm!q!mm“ il

implication was, rlnd says, that

ﬂming!ljoaly—dmtww

do 17 1'd hate to leave Manchester behind without it." =
Thomas was said (o have drafted a letter nndgiv;u
it to Angtie Novello, the Senator's seoretary. Then he
Siegenthalel mn‘.l[dx:dh:‘ “:!hm.gd
T WiS Ve a couple of
words, and called Miss Novello and dictated the ui'f’
draft. She gave the proposed letter to Kennedy, He
put ltmhhpoemuﬂmﬁndilmummrmurur

five days,
L g * *

ABOUT THIS TIME, KENNEDY ADVISERS

learned that bids for serialfzation had been asked,
Gne of them (old Manchester: “You shouldnt have
done that,” but the author is quated as replying:
"D:;;L waorry. I havea't signed any contract. Tve pot
ool

“And then he sai®: I nee 3 lotter, Evan said you
peopls were 'Yumg to send me 4 letter,”™ this partsl.
pant recalls “I said, ‘Ralax! Don't panic)” You ses,
Manchestor began to scund concered over the phone.

“The next day I talked to Bob. 'I think this guy Is
going to break down' I told him. Then I told the
Senafor: ‘T'd Just send him a letter that he's going
10 get 1hls book published.’ ™

The nexi day, July 28, the message was sent to
Thomas and to Manchester,

In 1, the Senator sald thet while he had not read
the account, he knew of his brother's respect for Man-
chester “as an historian and a reporter.” He also had
been told other books were planped on the assassina-

tion and he added:

“As this ls going ta be the subject matter of a book,
and since Mr. Manchester In his research had access
1o more mxurmnﬂnn and sources than any other writer,

mwdulcymbﬂnlﬂnfmn!vmhmlm
irrationall

ty."
But Manchester recalls that Schiesinger was dis-
turhed by rome of the cuts l:reed upon by &egen-
. The ions, Schlesinger

and Thomas.
m‘d as  feeling, ﬂhﬂud *the integrity ut
contemporary history”
“That was the first time I'd known about the culs,

I couldn't figure sut what Arthur was talking about.”

* * *

mrmmnmvmv.ﬂm
with one of the most cortrovel . mmmual&lm
enilre dispute—Bobby Keanedy's wire
Evan Thomas and Bill Manchester.

Jacqueling Kenpedy was gone maost of the month.
She left for Hawail on June 5 and did not retum until
July 25, and was playing no part in the affalr, al-
ithough uh-ence her press secrefary,
Pamela T i md ipt and had some
:umﬂm(ﬂcﬂlﬂm -

, several
persons Tecall, ;hux the many um:ndmu lhnt a-u-e
being urged Irom so0 many sources, Time
again in conversations ameong the pﬂucipls, m
writer 15 described as "sick,” and he had
himsalf that way, too.

‘To complicate matters, he put the seriafization
rights up for sale. An author generally gets the money
from such a sale, under meummnnmtum of

wis

of hmlhrwlllaluenonunﬂa
hmmy of publication ol his work'

A final paragraph sald that if the account was pub-
lishied in segments, it would be expected that incidents
would not be taken gut of context or summarized in
nnhlwlrulnd!sm story.

Anolher , however, says the
mllmlbumm

message
wanted {o give con-

sent for pubiication

that ft was an official version, =ai

Henned

but withoul putting in writing
m:ﬁ:mlby
¥3.
Iswnpclmedmmnhememnmum
has conferrad sith Siegenthaler in

source,
Sie:emhller and Gumlm still would make more
changes.

* * *

MIKE LAND OF LOOK RECALLS: “JULY 28 WAS

& red-letter day at Look. Our bid had won and the
future seemed rosy indeed. No one at Look had any
guaims about the book or maw amy problam with the
Kennedy family in the futune.”

‘This was five days after Jacqueline Kennecly had
returned from Hawail where, appavently, she had
knawnnnrmngnfﬂmserhﬁnﬁonphn.%am
some sscond—and third—thoughts,

Continued Tomorrow.



