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By PETER LISAGOR .~~~ =0 oo

_ Washington, Dec, 10 (CDN)——The famuy of John F. el
Kennedy is still engaged in a strange and bitter struggle e
‘to deléte from the book they commicsioned some highly - - ;

personal and poignant fecollections of Mrs, J acquehne Ken :
nedy embracmg her mnermost secret thoughts

. . The. Kennedys declme .to discuss  their. quarrel thl;l 4 S
Wﬂham ‘Manchester, ‘whose “Death of a President” is due .

]-poured out her soul - to Man-
- chester as if he were a psychia-
trist,” says one person. who has
read the ma.nuscnpt ““In truth,
the book. is ‘a .remarkable his:
tory which everybody comes- out
{real. When the ‘dust. scttles,.v
everybodys gomg tobe pleased.” |
“This judgment: is not shared
by those familiar - with. other
facets of the enterprise which
have .become controversial

.Ironically, Mrs. Kennedy, to-|
gether Wwith her brother-in-law, |
Sen. Robert: F.. Kennedy, hand-
picked Manchester to write the :
| book for two reasons.

| First, they were anxious to
| fend off ‘an expected parade of
authors seeking the family's ¢o-
:{operation in writing their own
accounts of the assassination:
‘Secondly,- Mrs. Kennedy was
3 greatly impressed by an earlier
> | Manchester book about JFK—
«Portrait of a President,” a sen-

e

crip e sald to mclude
- gome of her in ermost_thoughts
‘and_emotional attitudes -at the
.time of the. tragedy; which’ she o |sitive .and intimate- closeup of
jdoesn‘t want ‘published. = - t Kennedy irr the White House. :
" The Kennedys are said to féel it | Right to- Bevlew R :
that Manchester violated his n|  According to friends,. the con
contract and breached the con-| v- I'tract with. Manchester gave the.

fidences ‘of the widow, who

“Jackie now regrets having_

» | family the right to review the}

spent many hours tape- record- fo | manuscript and presumably re:
ing in the author’s presence her .. | move_any .'material that : ‘they
candid recollections of events er.| felt was unseemly, emban‘aslng
‘surroundirig her husband s he or in bad taste._ ot :
| death. n . ;
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manusecript, these friends " say. -
However,’_thq,Sengtor‘had wo @ .
of his former associatés. in the © :
Justice Dept, Edwin 0. .Guth- .

man, now- on the Los: Angeles :. & ~
Times, -and -John 'Siegenthaler, : .
editor of the Nashville Tennes. ‘
sean, read it. ...t e
. /They were instructed t6 fake -
out anything that appeated gra- -
‘tuttoisly "hostile o’ Presk

a3 an authorized political docu-
ment, /Other ' Kennedy 'friends
also'read the manuseript, inclu

Ing” Richa

ter..and the. fan

nified When the
Fwere isald td

n ‘estimated $600,000 - 0 excerpt . - - .
'some. 60,000 words, The author , .
"beganto resist efforts to remove. .- -
"what the- Kennedys thought to = .:.
‘be:some of the more sensational . =
. The magazine objected to edit-." -
ing ‘changes, 'although- several ‘- -
' were agreed to by its editors. - -
Negotiations. on possible changes . - -
are continuing right up. to the
bublishing deadline, =~ -

". . Many. persons interviewed by -
-Manchester- were led to believe

S

that he wouldn’t publish'-.,tlt_lg\v _—
book for five -years, or ungil .- -
-after the 1968 elections, to allay-.
iany. suspicious of:a political to-
‘tive on.the part Robert Ken.
- - Friends of the family, on' ‘the -
other hand, say ‘that the sgree.
‘ment was that the -book wouild . -
be published within five yeats,
The decisfon to- publish- it when: "
finished was made, they say, to
avoid any. charges that.it wis -
‘tinied to promote the Kennedy
{fortunes in politics.”: -~ . .. - o
The Speculations S

" “No “matter .what . time was
chosen to publish .the book, . it
would -inevitably -raise_suspi-
clon,” one source said, “so_thig
seémed like as good, or. least.
bad, time to do it” ... -

Meanwhile, the flood . of gos- -

sip, Speculat_ionjqnd Conjecture
surrounding the book has .
‘washed. up the story that Man-
chester worked ' himself into -
such a taste of . physical and
emotional exhaustion that. he

was forced into a_ sanitarium
lc:uring “the ‘preparation of the

ook, ] o e

. In any case, it is understood
that.the Kennedys have rejected
any idea of suing’ Manchester
to prevent publication of the’
baok, “Imagine what would' be
sald aboyt the Kennedys being =~ i
Tuthless and censo: @“%at S
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